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Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for 
WKH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�$FFRXQWLQJ�6WDWHPHQWV��:H�FRQ¿UP��WR�WKH�EHVW�RI�RXU�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�EHOLHI��ZLWK�
UHVSHFW�WR�WKH�$FFRXQWLQJ�6WDWHPHQWV�IRU�WKH�\HDU�HQGHG����0DUFK�������WKDW�

1. :H�KDYH�SXW�LQ�SODFH�DUUDQJHPHQWV�IRU�HIIHFWLYH�¿QDQFLDO�
management during the year, and for the preparation of 
the accounting statements.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control 
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud 
DQG�FRUUXSWLRQ�DQG�UHYLHZHG�LWV�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for  
WKH�H[HUFLVH�RI�HOHFWRUV¶�ULJKWV�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this 
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those 
ULVNV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�LQWHUQDO�FRQWUROV�DQG�RU�
H[WHUQDO�LQVXUDQFH�FRYHU�ZKHUH�UHTXLUHG�

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and  
effective system of internal audit of the accounting  
records and control systems.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised  
in reports from internal and external audit.

8. :H�FRQVLGHUHG�ZKHWKHU�DQ\�OLWLJDWLRQ��OLDELOLWLHV�RU� 
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either 
GXULQJ�RU�DIWHU�WKH�\HDU�HQG��KDYH�D�¿QDQFLDO�LPSDFW�RQ�
WKLV�DXWKRULW\�DQG��ZKHUH�DSSURSULDWH��KDYH�LQFOXGHG�WKHP�
in the accounting statements.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including  
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing  
WUXVWHH�ZH�GLVFKDUJHG�RXU�DFFRXQWDELOLW\� 
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�IRU�WKH�IXQG�V��DVVHWV��LQFOXGLQJ� 
¿QDQFLDO�UHSRUWLQJ�DQG��LI�UHTXLUHG��LQGHSHQGHQW� 
examination or audit.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
 that there are no matters of actual or potential
� QRQ�FRPSOLDQFH�ZLWK�ODZV��UHJXODWLRQV�DQG�3URSHU
� 3UDFWLFHV�WKDW�FRXOG�KDYH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�¿QDQFLDO�HIIHFW
 on the ability of this authority to conduct its
� EXVLQHVV�RU�PDQDJH�LWV�¿QDQFHV�

prepared its accounting statements in accordance   
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

‘Yes’ means that this authority:Yes No*
Agreed

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility  
for safeguarding the public money and resources in  
its charge.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has 
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to 
inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.

FRQVLGHUHG�DQG�GRFXPHQWHG�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�DQG�RWKHU�ULVNV�LW�
faces and dealt with them properly.

DUUDQJHG�IRU�D�FRPSHWHQW�SHUVRQ��LQGHSHQGHQW�RI�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether 
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and 
external audit.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity 
during the year including events taking place after the year 
end if relevant.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body 
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local 
trust or trusts.

Yes No 1�$
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