Ashburnham Estate Properties to rent
From time to time properties become available to rent on
the Ashburnham Estate. If you would like to be contacted when
something becomes available, without any obligation, please do let us
know. Contact the Land Agent, Florence Wolfe on 01273 407012, Mobile
07458 117431 or email: Florence.Wolfe@struttandparker.com for this and
any other Ashburnham Estate matters.

JF Stoneworks
Specialists in stone

NEW MEMORIALS
CLEANING & RENOVATION
ADDITONAL INSCRIPTIONS
GRANITE & MARBLE WORKTOPS
STONE BUILDING RESTORATION
DOMESTIC STONE WORK
No. 2 Kingswell Estate, Beech Farm, Netherfield Hill, Battle,
East Sussex, TN33 0LL Showroom: 01424 774497
www.jfstoneworks.co.uk Email: enquiries@jfstoneworks.co.uk

Do you fancy having fun practising and/
or brushing up your French through
friendly conversation?
Hastings and District Anglo
French Club
meet fortnightly on Tuesdays at 2.15pm
at Holy Redeemer Church Hall
Upper Church Road,
St Leonards-on-Sea. TN37 7AS
www.hastingsanglofrenchclub.com
for more information

Advertise here - £52 for a year
phone Andy on 01424 893033
or
email hoadie86@yahoo.co.uk
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Holiday Cottage on the
Isle of Wight

!
!
!
!
!
!

Quiet location with parking
Sleeps 4 plus 1
Easy access to the beach
Beautiful walks from the house
Ideal place to relax and unwind
Lovely secure garden with
furniture
! Free WIFI
For more details, prices, pictures and
full information, go to
www.applehousetotlandbay.co.uk

ETB four star Gold Award

J. Birrell
Oil Fired Boilers, Aga
and Rayburn
Servicing and Repairs
22 Years Experience
Fully Insured
Home 01580 880804
Mobile 079077 95603

Please send contributions for the July/August issue by Friday June 7th.
We reserve the right of refusal & the right to edit any articles

Ashburnham Church Rogation Service
2nd June 10.30am
Join us as we take church outside and make the most of our situation as
we walk around different areas at Ashburnham Place, pray for all those
who work the land and consider ways we can all contribute to looking
after God’s beautiful creation.
Meet us in the church at 10.30am.

Chapel News
2nd

On the
June we have our Anniversary Celebrations at the Chapel, starting with
tea at 5 p.m and following with a Service. This year we have the Heathfield Silver
Band leading the music. (Not the whole band I hasten to say)
Our Healing Service on the 28th April was very well attended with lots of people
coming up for prayer. Watch our website where we shall shortly be posting a
couple of testimonies from people who have recently received wonderful healing.
We continue to meet for prayer on the 1st Monday of every month at 7-45 p.m. If
you or anybody you know needs prayer please let myself or Janet know.
We have had several Prayer Requests in our Prayer Box (next to the Parish Notice
Board) recently, I suspect from children, owing to the nature of the requests, but
we shall pray that they will grow up to love Our Lord and learn to pray for
themselves. It is such a tragedy that so many children today are not being taught
about Our Saviour and when one thinks that a child is the greatest gift we can
receive, it is our responsibility to teach them about Jesus so that they can make up
their own minds as regard to their faith when they are adults. Sadly the Chapel
Sunday School no longer operates but St. Peter’s have a vibrant Sunday School
and are always pleased to welcome new children.
A date for your diary is the 28th July when we shall be holding our next Healing
Service. This is being led by Pastor Terry Watson. Terry and his wife Frances were
called into the Pastoral Ministry in 1970 when they pioneered a number of
churches and eventually settled for over 25 years in Eltham. They have witnessed
many people coming to know The Lord and seen Our Saviour work in many
different ways in the lives of people in the churches that Terry pastored.

Registered with the General Osteopathic
Council & the Institute of Osteopathy

Sarahjane Prince Cert. Ed.
MSMA.MAR.

East Sussex Osteopaths offer
clinic appointments in
Dallington and Heathfield

Appointments in Dallington and
Heathfield

To book an appointment, please call

07762 576 492

Sports Massage
Aromatherapy
Swedish Massage

Zone Face Lift
Reflexology
Fertility & Delivery
Reflexology

www.eastsussex-osteopaths.co.uk

07762 576 495

Calls for complementary advice

www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk
eastsussexmassage@yahoo.co.uk

also welcome

Meridian Marquees
We provide a complete service for
the ultimate party, wedding or
corporate event.

BOOK THE VILLAGE HALL
Redecorated throughout.
Fully equipped kitchen.
Our Marquees are an ideal venue in
Perfect for meetings, recreation
all seasons. We provide heating,
and weddings.
stunning interiors, a wide range of Hall 16mx7m, Small Room 8mx6m
furniture, dance floors, stages and
Ring Gill on 01424 892674
much more.
For a free site visit and quotation
please contact us on
01424 893757
07976 704632
dave@meridian-marquees.co.uk

If you have food or toiletries you
would like to donate,
there is a collection point in
Ashburnham Church

Shipping Container to rent

Tom Gooders Tree Surgery

suitable for all types of storage

Fully qualified tree surgeons
at secure site on the outskirts of
Battle/Hastings
20’x8’x8’ (1280 cu.ft)
6mx2.5mx2.5m (37.5 cu.m)
£23 per week
For more information ring
Fay on 07860 113413

All aspects of tree work
professionally undertaken
07817 572291

Two: Remember that we are all in the same boat
Three: Plan ahead. It wasn’t raining when Noah built the Ark

HOME MAINTENANCE

Four: Stay fit. When you are 600 years old, someone may ask you to do something
really big!

All work undertaken in and
around the home

Tel: 01424 774764
Mob: 07976 741950
E: robdedman1066@gmail.com
References available
Fully insured

Five: Don’t listen to critics: just get on with the job that needs to be done
Six: Build your future on high ground
Ashburnham Sports Pavilion
Available for hire for all
recreational activities.
Fully equipped kitchen, tables, chairs.
Amazing location, great for parties.
Lots of outside space to use.
50% reduction in fees for residents
See parish website (Venues) to book
or email
clerk@asburnham-penhurst.net

DEEJAY

Carpentry and Joinery
Props: DF & JC Tough

Windows, doors, kitchen cupboards
conservatories, all maintenance
Telephone: 01424 438814
Mobile 07977 859582

Email: deejaycandj@hotmail.co.uk

I was recently reading the book of Genesis
and was pleasantly reminded of the story of
Noah.
The following amusing thoughts which
I discovered may also have a serious edge:
One: Don’t miss the boat

ROB DEDMAN

Painting and decorating
Bathrooms and tiling

Peter makes some observations about Noah
and the Ark; has it anything to teach us today?

Mallards
For all your soft furnishing needs
Curtains, blinds, pelmets etc
Call Sharon 01424 892029

Seven: For safety’s sake, travel in pairs
Eight: Speed isn’t always an advantage. The snails were on board with cheetahs
Nine: When you are stressed, float a while
Ten: Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs, the Titanic by professionals
Eleven: No matter the storm, when you are with God, there’s always a rainbow
waiting
*************************
May God bless us all as we take another look at the story of Noah and learn
something afresh from that great Biblical account.
PETER

Agmerhurst Granary, Kitchenham Road,
Ashburnham, Battle, TN33 9NA
Tel: 01424 892941
p.walker977@btinternet.com

Gardening and Nature Notes
I don’t know about you I have found this May a fantastic month for spotting
wildlife. I have heard and seen cuckoos at home and at Ashburnham Place and I
know others in the village have heard them too. I’ve heard a Nightingale as well
and the Reed Warblers are back around lakes and streams, singing their jazzy
song all day long. In the middle of May the first Blue Tit fledglings appeared on
our bird feeder, their insistent calls and flapping wings as they demand food
from their parents giving them away!
Cuckoos, (Cuculus canorus) and NIghtingales, (Luscinia megarhynchos) are
increasingly rare, they are red listed by the RSPB which means that their
populations have suffered severe decline in recent years. It is encouraging that
populations are surviving and even thriving in our corner of Sussex.
In the garden too we have had some lovely shows of blossom, Wisteria has been
extra special this year and the hedgerows have looked glorious as the Hawthorn,
or May has bloomed. As we move into June, the roses are becoming the stars of
the show with their beautiful colours and scents.
We’re again experiencing a dry spring which has taken its time warming up as
well. Don’t forget to water newly planted shrubs, trees, perennials as well as any
annuals. New plants need a lot of water to help establish a good root system
and support new growth. Trees and shrubs may need supplementary watering
for two years after planting and this is particularly important during dry spells. It
is better to water thoroughly every few days rather than giving a little water
more often. Thorough watering, directed at the base of the plant encourages
deeper root growth which will be more beneficial in the long term.

We supply and fit Carpets, Vinyls,
Laminates, Real Wood, Safety Flooring
for every location and budget

10% Discount with this ad!
Free estimates and advice
Our showroom is at 36 London Road,
Fast friendly service
St Leonards on Sea
(opposite Boots)
Expert fitting by our own fitters
Home selection service
Alternatively you can contact us
Domestic and commercial
and we will gladly bring samples to you!
Just call 01424 446222
Competitive prices
Fully insured
www.cornercarpetcompany.co.uk
All work guaranteed
info@cornercarpetcompany.co.uk
Over 500 rugs in our showroom
Customer satisfaction is very important to us and much of our work has come
from recommendations and repeat orders since we opened in 1998
Ashburnham Estate
To Let

How are your plans for the Flower Show coming along? Don’t forget to have a
look at the schedule, it might be a bit late to start plants off now but you could
consider entering the flower classes. Have a look around your garden and see if
you have specimens that might work in these categories. There are classes for
roses, dahlias, sweet peas, hydrangeas, mixed annuals and perennials, clematis
blooms, potted pelargoniums and fuchsia, edible flowers as well as three flower
arrangements classes too. Don’t forget to look at the instructions in the
schedule about how to present each class and good luck!

Approx. 6,000 sq ft ofTimber Yard buildings available to let as a whole or in parts.
Subject to the necessary planning consents, the site has potential for storage,
light industrial or workshop use.

Jay Ashworth

Strutt and Parker are inviting expressions of interest for this site,
either in part or as a whole.
Viewings strictly by appointment only, please contact Florence Wolfe at the Lewes
office on 01273 407012 or email Florence.wolfe@struttandparker.com
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Pub Quiz

at the Ash Tree Inn
Tuesday 4th June at 7.45pm
£1 entry, £5 set meal
01424 892104
Join us for a battle of wits!

ASHBURNHAM &
PENHURST WI
Monday 17th June
Vintage Tea Party
to celebrate our birthday!

Village Lunch

Wednesday 19th June
at the Village Hall
Lunch is cooked for any older
residents in our villages who would
like a bit of company and a delicious
home cooked meal.
Do get in touch with Janet if you’d
like to join in, it’s a good way to meet
new people and get to know
other villagers.
If you can’t get there under your own
steam, transport can easily be
arranged for you
For more information or to book a
place, ring Janet on 01424 892311

Table Tennis Club

Ashburnham Pavilion
7.15pm for 7.30pm
For more details contact
ashburnhamandpenhurstwi@gmail.com

Meets at the Village Hall on
Wednesdays at 7.45pm
Call Janet on 01424 892311
for more information

MI

Follow us on Facebook
Book Club

Our next gathering will be at 2pm on
Friday 28th June at
Street Cottage
For details call Nicky on 01424 892474
We will be chatting about the books
we have enjoyed since the last time
we met: sharing, swapping, lending
and recommending

Meets on Tuesday 11th June
at the Ash Tree Inn from 8.30pm
All men in the Villages welcome to
join us for a drink and find out more
about our upcoming events

C. Waterhouse & Sons
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Caring and personal service by a family owned company that has
maintained its traditions of discretion, and professionalism over
four generations.

Bespoke Pre-paid
Funeral Plan
available
‘The Independent Way’
High Street, Burwash, East Sussex, TN19 7ET
www.cwaterhouseandsons.co.uk
email: funerals@cwaterhouse.co.uk
24 Hour Service—Please call (01435) 882219

Yoga
Meets at the Sports Pavilion

at the Pavilion

Come and join us for fun and friendly
yoga sessions
All ages and levels welcomed
Mondays 9.15 to 10.45 am
For more information call Helen on
01424 893033 07856472224 or
yogahoadie@gmail.com

The Filling Station at Ashburnham Place
The Filling Station is an informal way of expressing the Christian
Faith, meeting on Monday 10th June
The Orangery Tea Room is open in the beautiful 18th century Capability Browndesigned orangery at Ashburnham Place.

Our speaker will be Andy Glover, speaking on “The Father’s Love”
Andy is the International Director of Revival to the Nations.

Open: Tuesday – Sunday: 10.30am-5.00pm

Meet at 7pm for Coffee and Cakes before gathering in
the Great Hall for worship, speaker and prayer ministry.
Come and be filled up!

If you are planning to visit anytime here is notice that we will be closed this year
for the following dates:
JULY:
AUGUST:

Saturday 20th – Wednesday 31st
Thursday 1st – Friday 16th, Friday 23rd – Sunday 25th

We may be closed for other dates during 2019. Notice of closures will be displayed in
the Orangery and on our Facebook page or please call before visiting.
Orangery Tea Room, Ashburnham Place, Battle, East Sussex, TN33 9NF
Tel: 01424 894203 Email: orangery@ashburnham.org.uk

Hydra Cleaning Services
Commercial and domestic
Fully insured

o
o
o
o
o

Windows – interior and exterior
Gutter clearance
Fascias and soffits
Weatherboarding
Pressure washing
All cleaned with our unique pure
hot water system
Call James for a free quote,
Tel: 07515460008
Email: hydracleaning@mail.com
www.hydracleaning.co.uk

WILL WRITING SERVICE
Usual fee per will
£125 plus VAT
Free wills brochure
available on request
(Lasting Powers of Attorney
from £235 + VAT)

Tel: 01323 460395

For more details see website
www.thefillingstation.org.uk/station/ashburnham or contact
Catherine on 01580 881816 or catherine@duggleby.com

the PlayCafé

‘too small for school’

Wednesday mornings (term times), 10am till 12 noon
Adults must be accompanied by at least one baby or toddler!
You can find us at Ashburnham Church Hall, in the grounds of
Ashburnham Place, Battle. TN33 9NF
You can park in the main car park and the Café is signposted from there.
All are welcome to come for coffee, chat and play.

Barry & Co Solicitors

Plenty of toys, messy creative play, singing, outside fun,
a quiet corner for tiny tots.

Bay Terrace, Pevensey Bay
East Sussex BN24 6EE
PROBATE ADVICE

Give Margaret a ring on 01424 777011. If she’s not in,
leave a message and she will ring you back as soon as she can.

No obligation legal advice on initiating
Probate and Estate Administration

Supported by Ashburnham Church

Tel: 01323 768382
Or contact
rachel@barryandco.org

Not what they expected…!
One day, Jesus was sitting in an open space, and teaching the people. A large
crowd had built up, and there was lots of pushing and shoving to be at the front to
hear this amazing preacher, and to have a good vantage point in case he did one of
his miracles.
As usual, it was the men who had forced themselves into the best places. Women
in that part of the world were considered second-class citizens. But a group of
women were determined to fight their way through the crowd. Inch by inch they
edged forwards. They could hear Jesus teaching about marriage and divorce –
subjects suitable for men but not women. But they had a reason to get closer.
Perched on their hips, strapped to their backs, and swaddled in their arms were
their children: precious little bundles, grubby little toddlers, whom they loved more
than life itself. And they wanted this great preacher, this man of God, to bless their
children, to touch them and to love them.
And suddenly they were there – right in the front row. But now they faced another
challenge. The disciples and friends of Jesus were very protective of him –
particularly here, on the other side of the Jordan, and away from Galilee. As soon as
the women appeared the disciples strode purposefully forwards.
“What do you think you are doing?” they said. “Do you think this is a place for
women and children? Move to the back and wait for your menfolk to explain things
to you.”
In embarrassment and shame the women shrank back, and some of them turned to
go. But Jesus stood up. “Stop!” he said. The disciples turned in surprise. “Don’t
ever turn children away from me,” Jesus said. “The kingdom of heaven belongs to
these little ones. Bring them here.” And to the women’s delight and amazement,
he drew them forward, and he sat down and pulled a toddler on to his knee. He
chatted to the women for some time, before laying his hands on their children and
blessing them.
And those who had expected a miracle turned away in disgust. Some preacher this,
who spent his energy on women and children! They wanted to see a miracle. If
only they knew!

Ashburnham Doggy
Day-Care and Boarding

Grounds and Gardens

Timberyard Cottage, Ashburnham

Now that spring is really here we
are starting to sell plants outside
the Orangery again. These have
all been raised onsite in the
greenhouses in the Walled
Garden by Jay. Come and see
what we have on offer!
History Walks
Thur 6th June & Sat 7th Sept
Nature Walks
Thur 12th Sept & Sat 21st Sept

Call 01424 893239
Or mobile: 07818 086004

For more information go to
www.ashburnham.org.uk

At work or out all day?
Drop your dog off with me for
care and walkies!
8am to 5pm - £20
Half day sessions £10
Overnight care also available
Louise Edwards

www.penhurst.org.uk Penhurst Retreat Centre
01424 892088
info@penhurst.org.uk
Hello from all of us up at the Retreat. A puff of smoke has gone up and our
trustees have announced the appointments of Nicci Gagel and Joanna Legg Bagg
to replace us when we leave at the end of the month.
Nicci has a wide experience in the hospitality trade having worked in hotels, a
community centre, educational charities and a conference/retreat centre. She has
a degree in Interior Design and enjoys creating welcoming spaces. She values
community and is greatly looking forward to starting at Penhurst and getting to
know the locals.
Joanna currently works for a mission agency, has a degree in Business Studies and
a diploma in counselling. Her excellent management gifts will be put to good and
effective use at the Retreat.
We look forward to them being part of the team at Penhurst Retreat Centre and
contributing to the local community. Do pop in and visit as ever….give the office a
ring first though and then we can have the kettle ready. Nicci and Joanna will
appreciate meeting you and finding out all about this wonderful community!

Ashburnham Church

Coming up in 2019
2 February

Still to come in 2019

Nick Heasman

‘A sojourn in Zim’

Those whoSign
came to
Nick’s
lastMen’s
year will Breakfast
know that Nick on
is worth
a listen
to. This
time he
up
fortalk
the
15th
June
with
unpacks his family’s recent adventure in Zimbabwe.

Mike Cooper and put the September & November
dates in your diary!

Nick is Kitchen Garden Manager & Employability Co-ordinator – at Ashburnham Place.

27 April

Malcolm Richards

‘Grace & Mercy’

Contact
French
Malcolm will unpack his faith journey
that hasJohn
threaded
its way through a variety of settings.

j.french678@btinternet.com
Malcolm is a retired Police Inspector
after 31+ years’ service in Sussex & abroad as a policing
advisor for Foreign & Commonwealth
Island of
St. Helena, South Atlantic Ocean.
to Office
bookonyour
place
Former Emergency Planning Officer, Church Administrator and Manager of Hailsham Foodbank.
Currently he is Debt Centre Manager at ChristChurch Hailsham. He is a father and grandfather
and a keen cyclist who no longer looks good in Lycra, but doesn’t care!
15 June

Mike Cooper

‘Being Prepared’

Drawing together stories of his time in the RAF, Mike will reflect on his journey as a Christian.
After joining the Royal Air Force at 17, Mike served in Early Warning stations around the UK until
he finally walked out onto 'civvy street’ which eventually saw him make a complete ‘career'
change - behind the wheel of a double-decker bus!
Michael became a Christian as a chorister in Maidstone and he still supports Maidstone United FC,
as well as loving Pink Floyd and real ale. He joined Christian Vision for Men in 2013 and is now
Director for England and Scotland. His prayer is that he can use the gifts God has given him to
continue to build a strong, accessible, dynamic, engaging ministry; relevant and life changing to
men.

28 September

Rev Peter Walker

‘Yes, we have no Mananas’

More reflections on the Spanish road of Peter’s Christian journey
Peter served for three and a half years as chaplain to ex-pats on the Western end of the Costa del
Sol, Southern Spain. Working with ex-pats on the Costa del Sol, Peter cared for two English
congregations from Marbella to the Gibraltar border.

30 November

Bishop Richard

‘It’s the end of the World as we know it:

Are Christians so heavenly minded that they’re no earthly good?’
Richard didn’t get out of the way fast enough, and was made Bishop of Lewes in May 2014. He
has responsibility for the Anglican Church in East Sussex, Brighton and Hove.

Parish Magazine Contact Details
If you would like to advertise
phone Andy on 01424 893033 or
email hoadie86@yahoo.co.uk
If you have a question about delivery
contact Catherine on 01580 881816
To submit articles or village notices
contact Jay Ashworth on
01424 532972 / 07876 484945 or
email jay.ashworth@btinternet.com

Battle Area Flexible Bus
A booking needs to be made in advance call Peter (01424 - 772001)
Ashburnham to Eastbourne
B82:
Ashburnham to Tenterden/Ashford B84:
Ashburnham to Tunbridge Wells
B87
Bus passes can be used on all services
after 9.30am
Battle Area Community Transport
Every Tuesday- 10am The Pound
10.05am Ash Tree Inn
10.25am arrive Battle Abbey Green
12.05pm leave Battle Abbey Green
12.30pm Ash Tree Inn

For Ashburnham Church events and information go to
www.ashburnhamandpenhurstchurches.org.uk
For Village events and information go to
www.ashburnham-penhurst.net
"105" IS THE NUMBER TO CALL IF YOU GET A POWER CUT
105 is a single helpline service for householders to report power failures or safety
concerns, or to get information during a blackout.
Calls to 105 are free of charge and will put you through to your local electricity
network operator. You can call 105 from landlines and most mobile phones.
For information about
Church Services contact
Ashburnham Church
Revd Peter Walker
01424 892941
p.walker977@btinternet.com
Penhurst Church
Anthony Ramsey
01323 764557
Ashburnham Chapel
Fay Ramsden
07860 113413
01424 830078

Please note that the inclusion of
advertisements for local services in this
magazine does not constitute a
recommendation.
Readers are advised to make their own
enquiries to ensure good service.

In a recent Men’s Breakfast, Nick Heasman said something along the lines of,
"We are best formed through developing a Christ like culture. Once the culture
is turned to face Christ, all kinds of things happen". We have sought,
sometimes unsuccessfully, to be a flavour of Jesus’ Love, not necessarily in a
“churchy” way (as important as the local church is as it seeks to reach out to
the villages) but in an organic, grounded, every day kind of way – just like Jesus
in the Gospels.
It is our heartfelt hope that those of you who make up the community of
Ashburnham and Penhurst can continue to break down the personal barriers
that can sometimes be a hindrance to experiencing God's loving embrace and
the spark that can be sensed in the parish, can be truly appreciated by those
who enjoy living here. This is an extraordinary place - perhaps we should all
talk more freely about what contributes to that spark.
At the time of writing we don’t know who our replacements are to be, but our
hope is that they can embrace this community and you can accept them as
you have us. Please continue to enjoy Penhurst Retreat, it is there for you all
just as much as the many who travel huge distances to go there.
So, knowing that this will make Mr. O’Sullivan happy…. in the words of Don
Henley (The Eagles) from Hotel California;
“You can check out any time you like, but you can never leave”…..we will be
back! Thank you.
Richard and Storm

Farewell Celebration for Richard and Storm at
Penhurst Retreat Centre
Saturday 22nd June
2pm for Afternoon Tea
6.30pm for BBQ
The Trustees of Penhurst welcome all of those who would like to
wish farewell to Richard and Storm
You must let us know if you are coming by June 10th
by emailing events@penhurst.org.uk
or phoning the office on 01424 892088

Reflections from Richard and Storm Hann
When we were packing up recently, one of the things that we found that we didn’t
give to Ron and Helen for the Country Fair White Elephant stall was a disk which we
made in January 2004 whilst still living in the East Midlands called Being Bold (NB.
That is “bold” and not Richard’s thoughts on his mid life hair loss!)
When we were looking to leave our proper jobs and go off on an adventure with God,
we had no idea where we would end up and some thought that we were taking a
huge risk,but we knew that we had to step out in faith and just do it. We had never
been to rural Sussex and had no preparation as to how to survive in these parts.
Despite that, you embraced a couple of townies for which we will be forever grateful.
We don’t think that you can live or worship in Ashburnham or Penhurst without being
grateful.....We will miss so much ....like village folk coming in to help or work with us.
We are thankful for those locals who have contributed to the Retreat Centre’s
success over the years –Janet, Jay, Cynthia, Catherine, Leo, the Carols (Lovett and
Larkin), Ron and Helen, the Brians (Holdstock and Thompson), Cliff, Rees, Clive, Zoe,
Tirzah, Hephzibah, Johanna, Keith Finch, Sharon Hamby, Anne and Danny, Phil, Ollie,
Derek, Linda Keeley, John, Tina and Stephen, Sue Smith, Richard and Rachel, Chris
Maundrell and the farmers - Richard, Robin and Norman - always, or nearly always,
there when you need one!
Other things we’ll miss? Owls hooting in our garden, rabbits diving under the cottage
when we arrive home at night, driving behind badgers or deer down a dark lane,
night skies, the Sea Eagle (what did happen to him?). We’ll also miss our dear friends
and encouragers - Jay, Nicky, Johanna, Nick, Glyn, Emma, John and Elfreda - you have
been so precious to us.
We won’t miss the pot holes, but we’ll sort of miss Norman’s bullocks and sheep
often being in the wrong place at the wrong time! There have been so many laughs in
the last 15 years….PANTS, MI, the jollies, the quizzes, the walks, the Ash, the football
banter and even the matches, the moments of marquee mayhem, the rockets, our
fun and friends through St. Peters and Ashburnham Place.
Our regrets? Amongst others, never getting the opportunity to enjoy the new
village hall - we hope that you all do and we’re sure that it will be fantastic! There
have been times of great frustration and sadness which have helped to remind us of
our vulnerability as a community and how we should all continue to support and
encourage others when the need arises. In short, many of you have played your
parts in the highs and lows of our last 15 years and it has been a rich and significant
time for us.

Ashburnham Church Hall
The Church Hall is situated in the grounds of Ashburnham Place, tucked
just inside the wall of the Kitchen Garden. It is used for Sunday school,
the Play Cafe, coffee after the Sunday morning service and the
occasional Sunday shared lunch.
The building consists of one large room, two smaller rooms, two WCs
and a very well equipped kitchen. There is a small garden at the back.
Village residents are welcome to use the facilities for children’s parties,
coffee mornings, teas, committee meetings, etc, and we simply ask for
a donation towards the upkeep of the hall.
Clive Mills has taken over as caretaker of the hall, and also keeps the
bookings diary. Please contact him if you would like to make a
booking, or if you have any other query about the hall. You can
telephone on 01424 777011, or email to clive.mills@ymail.com

The Art Group

meets every Thursday morning from 10am to 1pm in
The Sports Pavilion, Ashburnham, TN33 9NU
On Thursday 27th June, Artist Mark Fisher will be with us for a
day of painterly creativity! Book your place by texting Barbara or
Elfreda, and don’t forget your packed lunch!
You are always welcome to drop in for a creative morning for
just £5 every Thursday
***********
Tea and coffee provided but please bring a packed lunch on
workshop days. Details of all our Tutored Sessions and Workshop
Days will be published here.
Drop in any Thursday to non-tutor sessions for £5 but
for the Tutored Sessions at £12 on the day, and Workshop Days at £20
please book your place by texting your name
(and email address if you need directions) to
Barbara: 07703 284496 or Elfreda: 07774 066578.

The Ashburnham Estate – Barons & Earls
After surviving the Civil War, the brothers John “the Cavalier” and William jointly reestablished the family at Ashburnham. After John’s death, William managed the
estate until he passed it on to John’s grandson, another John (1656-1710).
As his great-uncle William died childless, this John also inherited estates in Sussex,
Bedfordshire, Wiltshire, Dorset and Hampshire, as well as a house in Westminster,
London. His marriage to heiress Bridget Vaughan at Westminster Abbey also added
7,000 acres in Wales. Between 1679 and 1689 John was at times MP for Hastings and
a Baron of the Cinque Ports. When John sided with the Dutch monarchs William and
Mary against James II, he was rewarded with a Barony within a year. Although the 1st
Baron Ashburnham spent a lot of his time at Ampthill Park in Bedfordshire, they
remained at heart a Sussex family lavishing Ashburnham Place with their care, where
they started to amass their great collection of pictures and books.
The 1st Baron died in 1710 and was succeeded by his eldest son William as 2nd Baron.
Tragically this William died childless the same year, so the title and vast estates
passed to his brother John, who became the 3rd Baron. John had been a member of
the royal household of George II (when he was Prince of Wales), and in 1730 he was
made Earl of Ashburnham and Viscount St Asaph. This latter title was used as a
courtesy title for the eldest son and heir. When the 1st Earl died in 1736 his son John,
Viscount St Asaph inherited and became the 2nd Earl aged just 13 years old.
John, 2nd Earl of Ashburnham was a remarkable character
with a number of extraordinary roles in his lifetime. He
was Keeper of Hyde Park and St James’s Park from 1753 to
1762. John was Master of the Great Wardrobe from 1765
to 1775 and subsequently appointed to the even more
intimate role of Groom of the Stole to George III, which he
held until 1782. He was appointed a Privy Councillor, and
was Lord Lieutenant of Sussex from 1754-1757, and even
the Vice-Admiral of Sussex from 1770 to his death in 1812.
John married in 1756 Elizabeth Crowley, a rich London
alderman’s daughter, who brought him a fortune of
£200,000 with which he immediately started making Viscount St Asaph, later 2nd Earl
improvements to Ashburnham Place. As a patron of the of Ashburnham by Tillemans
arts he commissioned Robert Adam to undertake
extensions to the house and in 1767 commissioned Lancelot “Capability” Brown to
make improvements to the parkland. These developments further enhanced the
Ashburnhams’ reputation as a leading land-owning aristocratic family, with
Ashburnham Place as the family seat at its heart.
Richard Bickersteth

Flower Show and Country Fair
Saturday 27th July
1.30 - 5.30pm
Ashburnham Sports Field
TN33 9NU
Come and see the winning Flower Show entries,
enter the fun dog show, look at the interesting vehicles,
have a go at the traditional games, enjoy a cuppa and a
slice of delicious cake or a pimms and a burger, race a
lawnmower, browse the stalls and grab a bargain, enjoy
some live music, wang a welly, bid on something in the
auction, buy a raffle ticket, be tempted by the bric a brac
and listen to the bell ringers!

Put the date in your diary
We look forward to seeing you there!

Parish Council News
Street names were an agenda item at the
annual parish meetings on 25th April.
Following consultations on the village
web site there was support for the
following changes – Hammer Hill stops
at the Ashbourne River and Church Road
starts at 1 & 2 Old School House. In
between is The Pound and not Linghams
Lane. Red Barn reverts to Herrings Road
and Tower House Road, Penhurst becomes
Penhurst Lane. This last one creates an
interesting situation because it means that when you arrive at Penhurst church
having travelled along Forge Lane from Ashburnham, Penhurst Lane will be both to
your left (towards Brightling) and straight ahead too. A further tribute to English
talent for ambiguity (or should that read indecisiveness?). Surely not . . .
In election news there was no need for a ballot for parish councillors as only four
nomination papers were submitted and so the following were declared duly
elected – Tina French, Ron King, Zoe O’Sullivan and Richard White.
That leaves 3 vacancies but with interest being shown by a few people you can
expect to read about a rash of co-options next month.
Elsewhere, at Rother District Council the overall result was dramatic. The
Conservatives were reduced from 29 to 14 seats, losing 12 of the 13 seats that they
held in Bexhill. The election also saw the first Green councillor to be elected to
Rother District Council. The new make-up of Rother District Council is: 13
Independents, 14 Conservatives, 7 Liberal Democrats, 3 Labour and 1 Green. Gary
Curtis (Cons) was re-elected for our ward (Catsfield & Crowhurst).
Brian Holdstock, Clerk to the Council
Email: clerk@ashburnham-penhurst.net
Land line: 01323 832082 with answering machine. Text: 07836 716723
If leaving telephone voice messages please leave your name and a call back number.
Council meetings are on the last Wednesday of alternate months (next 29 May 2019) and Planning Committee (if required) meets on
the last Wednesday of intervening months.
All meetings are in public and members of the public are encouraged to attend. There is an agenda slot near the start of the
meeting for members of the public to address the Council. The agenda is published online at the village web site three clear days
before the meeting and hard copy is put on the notice boards at The Chapel and Penhurst Granary.
A summary of currently undecided or recently determined planning applications is on the ‘Planning’ page at the village web site.
It contains a link to the Rother DC planning portal if you want to view documents.

New Village Hall Update
Fundraising Continues!
The Flower Show and Country Fair is on Saturday 27th July and
preparations are being made for the day, musicians have been booked,
licences applied for, cake recipes are being consulted, stall holders are
signing up and lawn mowers are being serviced!
If you know anyone with a small business who might like to take a stall,
please ask them to get in touch with Andy Hoad,
hoadie86@yahoo.co.uk
If you have anything you could donate to the auction of promises, or
are able to help for an hour or so on the day, please let me know!
jay.ashworth@btinternet.com
You should have received a Flower Show Schedule last month.
If you didn’t get one, go to the Parish website where you can
download a copy www.ashburnham-penhurst.net
Do have a look through and think about what you might enter, there
are classes for those with green fingers, those with aspirations to enter
the Great British Bake Off or the Sewing Bee and lots of classes for kids
- something for everyone!

100 Club
Raise money for the New Village Hall and you
could win a cash prize!
It costs just £12 for a full year and you could win the
monthly draw of £25
The Prize Draw is held at the Pub Quiz at the Ash Tree Inn each month
To sign up or renew your membership
Ring Robin or Gill on 01424 892674

June Diary
Sat 1
Sun 2

Mon 17
10.30am
10.30am
5pm
6.30pm

All Age Rogation Service
Sunday after Ascension Day Communion
Chapel Anniversary Tea
Anniversary Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel
Anniversary Tea

Mon 3

9.15-10.45am

Yoga

Sports Pavilion

Tue 4

7.45pm

Pub Quiz

Ash Tree Inn

Wed 5

10am-12pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall

Thu 6

10am-1pm
7.30pm
8pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
Ashburnham Church Housegroups

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Various Locations

Fri 7
Sat 8
Sun 9

Yoga
WI Birthday Party

Sports Pavilion
Sports Pavilion

Wed 19

10am-12pm
12.30pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Village Lunch
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall

Thu 20

10am-1pm
7.30pm
8pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
Ashburnham Church House Groups

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Various Locations

Sun 23

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Holy Communion with Children’s Activities
Morning Prayer
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Mon 24

9.15-10.45am

Yoga

Sports Pavilion

Tue 18

Fri 21
Sat 22

Ashburnham Church

10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Prayer - Richard and Storm’s
Farewell Service
Pentecost Morning Prayer
Evening Service

Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Wed 26

9.15-10.45am
7pm

Yoga
Filling Station

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Place

10am-12pm
7.30pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Country Fair Planning Meeting
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Sports Pavilion
Village Hall

Thu 27

Tue 11

8.30pm

MI

Ash Tree Inn

10am - 3.30pm
7.30pm
8pm

Art Group Workshop Day
Bell Ringing
Ashburnham Church House Groups

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Various Locations

Wed 12

10am-12pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall

Fri 28

2pm

Book Club

Street Cottage

Thu 13

10am-1pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
Hour Of Prayer

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Ashburnham Church Hall

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Prayer with Children’s Activities
Morning Prayer
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Sat 15

8.30am

Men’s Breakfast

Ashburnham Place

Sun 16
Father’s
Day

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Prayer with Children’s Activities
Holy Communion
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Mon 10

10.30am

9.15-10.45am
7.15pm

Fri 14

Tue 25

Sat 29
Sun 30

