Ashburnham Estate Properties to rent
From time to time properties become available to rent on
the Ashburnham Estate. If you would like to be contacted when
something becomes available, without any obligation, please do let us
know. Contact the Land Agent, Florence Wolfe on 01273 407012, Mobile
07458 117431 email: Florence.Wolfe@struttandparker.com for this and
any other Ashburnham Estate matters.

JF Stoneworks
Specialists in stone

NEW MEMORIALS
CLEANING & RENOVATION
ADDITONAL INSCRIPTIONS
GRANITE & MARBLE WORKTOPS
STONE BUILDING RESTORATION
DOMESTIC STONE WORK
No. 2 Kingswell Estate, Beech Farm, Netherfield Hill, Battle,
East Sussex, TN33 0LL Showroom: 01424 774497
www.jfstoneworks.co.uk Email: enquiries@jfstoneworks.co.uk

KEEPING THE PAST AS A PRESENT
An0ques, Collectables & Unusual GiRs
Free Delivery within UK

www.chaﬀeran0ques.com
01580 831835
Holiday Flat available
At Penhurst, near Battle
For long or short breaks
Two bedrooms, sleeps four
Two well-behaved dogs welcome
Contact cottages4you.co.uk
0345 498 6900 Ref. 29197
The Granary, Penhurst
www.cottages.com

Holiday Cottage on the
Isle of Wight

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Quiet, but not isolated loca0on
Sleeps 4 plus 1
Easy access to the beach
Lots of lovely walks
Ideal place to relax and unwind
Garden
Free WIFI

For more details, prices, pictures and
full informa0on, go to
www.applehousetotlandbay.co.uk

ETB four star Gold Award

J. Birrell
Oil Fired Boilers, Aga
and Rayburn
Servicing and Repairs
22 Years Experience
Fully Insured
Home 01580 880804
Mobile 079077 95603

Thanks to Ieva Clarke for this fantastic cover illustration
Please send contributions for the February issue by Friday 4th January
We reserve the right of refusal & the right to edit any articles

Christmas Services and Events
1st December 10.30am
2nd December 6.30pm
9th December 6pm
14th December 6pm
17th December
23rd December 10.30am
23rd December 4pm
25th December 10.30am
25th December 10.30am

Christmas Coﬀee Morning at the Village Hall
Carol Service at Ashburnham Chapel
Carol Service at Ashburnham Church
Carol Singing Around the Village. Meet at the Chapel
Carols in the Pub at the Ash Tree Inn
Carol Service at Penhurst Church
Follow the Star at Ashburnham Church
Christmas Communion at Ashburnham Church
Christmas Communion at Penhurst Church

Follow the Star To Bethlehem
Sunday 23 December at 4pm
Ashburnham Church
A wonderful opportunity to experience a
re-enactment of the story of Christmas!
Come in costume –
as a shepherd, or an angel, or a king!
! The story begins in Ashburnham Church with the
angel’s message to Mary.
! Then, guided by lantern bearers, will we venture out
into the gardens to join Mary and Joseph as they
journey to Bethlehem.
! On the way we will meet the inn keeper, King Herod,
wise men and shepherds
! And we follow the star to the stable where we will find
the baby Jesus lying in a manger
We will be accompanied on the journey by the Ashburnham
Place Community Choir and afterwards refreshments will be
served in the Oak Dining Room at Ashburnham Place.

Shipping Container to rent

Tom Gooders Tree Surgery

suitable for all types of storage

Fully qualified tree surgeons
at secure site on the outskirts of
Battle/Hastings
20’x8’x8’ (1280 cu.ft)
6mx2.5mx2.5m (37.5 cu.m)
£23 per week
For more information ring
Fay on 07860 113413

All aspects of tree work
professionally undertaken
07817 572291

HOME MAINTENANCE
All work undertaken in and
around the home

Tel: 01424 774764
Mob: 07976 741950
E: robdedman1066@gmail.com
References available
Fully insured

Ashburnham Sports Pavilion
Now with heating and full
kitchen facilities.
Available for hire for all
recreational activities.
Charges for village focussed groups
reduced to £15 per session.
Hirers liability insurance in place.
Please contact Brian Holdstock on
01323 832082

DEEJAY

Carpentry and Joinery
Props: DF & JC Tough

Windows, doors, kitchen cupboards
conservatories, all maintenance
Telephone: 01424 438814
Mobile 07977 859582

Email: deejaycandj@hotmail.co.uk

I was only six or seven years of age and my sister a year younger, yet I
s0ll recall the occasion when Mum took a photo -as it was then, an old black and
white one of my sister and I sibng on the ﬂoor gazing up at the Christmas tree that
Mum and Dad had just assembled and all the preey lights adorning that small tree.
Looking at the photo later, I could see the smile and joy on our faces, the lights
reﬂec0ng in our eyes and the wonderment and excitement of such a crea0on.
I think that the word ‘Wonderment’ might easily apply to several people who
occupy the biblical story. Consider the principal ﬁgures of Mary and Joseph. She,
a young girl of no more than sixteen years of age, and Joseph who must have been
at ﬁrst bewildered by what was happening. We are told that in response to a census
they went to Bethlehem, and there the birth of Jesus is recounted to us by St. Luke.
Consider the shepherds who respond in joy, surprise and wonder. These emo0ons
ﬂow from their unique experience of seeing the baby Jesus. The major oﬃces of
Jesus are confessed in one sentence: he is Saviour, Lord and Christ. That is, deliverer,
master and anointed king. It is all an excep0onal account, and that is even before
we men0on the three kings and their giRs which the church recalls at the Epiphany
(January 6th).

ROB DEDMAN

Painting and decorating
Bathrooms and tiling

Dear Friends,

Mallards
For all your soft furnishing needs
Curtains, blinds, pelmets etc
Call Sharon 01424 892029

My sister and I were members of the church Sunday school, and being a church
school we had occasions in the run-up to Christmas to have many Christmas carols,
assemblies and par0es, not least going in to the church next door for the carols and
the account of the birth of Jesus which Scripture recounts. Those early days were
such a founda0on to the Chris0an life I subsequently dedicated my life to in full 0me
ordained ministry. I look back in gra0tude for the solid founda0on laid and the
happy memories of those early days which, thinking back, was seen in that old black
and white photo.
So, my prayer is that you will have a happy and holy Christmas and a Peaceful New
Year for all of us. May you be ﬁlled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of
Joseph, the joy of the shepherds, the determina0on of the three wise men, and the
peace of the Christ Child.
We both send our love and prayers,

PETER & DIANA

Agmerhurst Granary, Kitchenham Road,
Ashburnham, Battle, TN33 9NA
Tel: 01424 892941
p.walker977@btinternet.com

Chapel News
Don’t forget our Carol Service on the 2nd December! At 6-30 p.m Our oﬀering
from this Service is going to Snowﬂake who oﬀer shelter to the homeless of
Hastings and St. Leonards from November to March, a very worthwhile cause.
We will not have a Service at the Chapel on the 9th December
as we will be joining St. Peter’s for their Carol Service.
If you would like to know more about what the Bible says about Healing today
and what God is doing in peoples lives at this very time, we at the Chapel are
running a course called “God Wants You Well”, by Andrew Wommack founder of
Charis Bible Colleges, who reaches millions of people daily through television and
radio. We plan to start in February but will decide the day and time when we
know what suits the majority who want to join us. If you would like to come
please let Fay know by e-mail on oframsden@hotmail.co.uk or call 07860 113413
We have had several prayer cards in our “prayer box” recently and would like to
assure those who have placed the cards that we are praying for them. Don’t
forget, if you have any worries or concerns it is always best to take them to Our
Lord in prayer. We at the Chapel are always pleased to pray in conﬁdence for you.
I feel we must just make a mention of the passing of Dolly Lovett recently. Dolly
meant so much to so many in the village! Janet as a little girl remembers her
sitting in the Post Oﬃce when she was the post lady, Laurence has fond
memories of her riding round the village delivering the post, Brigette spent many
hours playing with her when she used to babysit for me and of course Michael
and myself remember her with huge fondness as we remember her standing at
the sink of the Ash Tree Inn hour after hour washing up the dishes as they came
back from the restaurant. She was always so cheerful, and never complained
about anything. She will also be remembered by the many who stopped to chat
with her as she walked the dog in Church Road in recent years. We send our love
and blessings to her family whom we know will miss her so much.
God bless you!

Remembrance Sunday

Nearly 100 of us braved the showers on 11th November and joined in the
Remembrance Service at the War Memorial. Special mention was made of the 16
men from our villages who died in the First World War.
Jay Ashworth put together a display detailing where the men had lived and
worked before they volunteered to ﬁght. Details of their ﬁnal resting places were
also given, it was rather good to know that three of our Ashburnham lads are
buried in the same cemetery in France. Jay plans to make the information
available as a leaﬂet and on the Parish Website for those who are interested.
Thanks to all those who provided refreshments after the service.

We supply and ﬁt
Carpets, Vinyls,
Laminates, Real Wood,
Safety Flooring
for every location
and budget
Free estimates and advice
Fast friendly service
Expert ﬁtting by our own ﬁtters
Home selection service
Domestic and commercial
Competitive prices

10% Discount with this ad!

Fully insured
All work guaranteed
Over 500 rugs in our showroom
Customer satisfaction is very important to us and much
of our work has come from recommendations and
repeat orders since we opened in 1998
Our showroom is at 36 London Road, St Leonards on Sea
(opposite Boots)
Alternatively you can contact us
and we will gladly bring samples to you!
Just call 01424 446222
www.cornercarpetcompany.co.uk
info@cornercarpetcompany.co.uk

Yoga
at the Pavilion

Ashburnham Doggy
Day-Care and Boarding
At work or out all day?
Drop your dog off with me for
care and walkies!

Come and join us for fun and friendly
yoga sessions

8am to 5pm - £20
Half day sessions £10
Overnight care also available

General class - Mondays 9.15 to 10.45
Beginners’ class - Saturday
9.15 to 10.15

Louise Edwards

Timberyard Cottage, Ashburnham
Call 01424 893239
Or mobile: 07818 086004

Grounds and Gardens
On Saturday 19th January,
Jay Ashworth will be leading a
rose pruning workshop focusing
on pruning and training climbing
and rambling roses.
It will include information and
practical demonstrations of
regular and renovation pruning
and Jay will attempt to answer
any rose queries you have!
The cost is £25 including
refreshments
Check out our website for more
information and to book a place
www.ashburnham.org.uk

For more information call Helen on
01424 893033 07856472224 or
yogahoadie@gmail.com

Does anyone still have an
old VHS player?
For free:
‘I Claudius’
(starring Derek Jacobi)
and ‘The Forsyte Saga’ –
complete series.
Contact 01424-892941

Advertise here!
Contact
phone Andy on
01424 893033 or
email
hoadie86@yahoo.co.uk

ASHBURNHAM & PENHURST
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

CHARITY CHRISTMAS
COFFEE MORNING
DELICIOUS CAKES,
SAVOURIES &
LIGHT LUNCHES
STALLS & RAFFLE

SATURDAY 1st DECEMBER
ASHBURNHAM
VILLAGE HALL
10.30am - 1pm

Parish Council News
The ﬁnger post hospital has been
kept busy recently with, sadly, one
fatality. On Friday 5th October a
vehicle speeding up Linghams Lane
crashed into the ﬁnger post on the
triangle at Mansﬁeld Cross and
knocked it ﬂat. All the remains
were recovered and are in the
morgue at Little Midge.
Happily some important organs
(the letters) were saved and are
being donated to an as yet unborn
recipient. At a cost of around £1.50 per letter the cost beneﬁt to the Finger Post
Health Service is substantial.
The other patient is the post at Ponts Green opposite the turn to Brownbread
Street. After more than a year waiting for a hip replacement I can report that at
the time of writing the patient is in the surgical ward of Douglas Andrews
(Wheelwright) where a new piece of oak will be spliced into a crack in the main
post. By the time you read this the patient should be back in post (sic)
performing normal duties in all weathers.

C. Waterhouse & Sons
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Caring and personal service by a family owned
company that has maintained its traditions of discretion,
and professionalism over 3 generations.

High Street, Burwash, East Sussex, TN19 7ET
www.cwaterhouseandsons.co.uk email: funerals@cwaterhouse.co.uk
24 Hour Service - Please call (01435) 882219

Ashburnham Estate
To Let

So it’s Ho Ho Ho from the Parish Council and then back to the deadly serious
business of setting the budget and ﬁxing the precept for 2019/20 at the parish
council meetings in November and January. All are welcome to have their say!
Brian Holdstock, Clerk to the Council
Email: clerk@ashburnham-penhurst.net Land line: 01323 832082 with answering
machine, If leaving telephone voice messages be sure to leave your name and a
call back number.
Text: 07836 716723
Council meetings are on the last Wednesday of alternate months (next is 30 January 2019)
and Planning Committee (if required) meets on the last Wednesday of intervening
months.
All meetings are in public and members of the public are encouraged to attend. There is
an agenda slot near the start of the meeting for members of the public to address the
Council. The agenda is published online at the village web site three clear days before the
meeting and hard copy is put on the notice boards at The Chapel and Penhurst Granary.
A summary of currently undecided or recently determined planning applications is on the
‘Planning’ page at the village web site. It contains a link to the Rother DC planning portal
if you want to view documents.

Approx. 6,000 sq ft ofTimber Yard buildings available to let as a whole or in parts.
Subject to the necessary planning consents, the site has potential for storage,
light industrial or workshop use.
Strutt and Parker are inviting expressions of interest for this site,
either in part or as a whole.
Viewings strictly by appointment only, please contact Florence Wolfe at the Lewes
office on 01273 407012 or email Florence.wolfe@struttandparker.com

Villa
Winter Opening Hours will be:

Monday: Closed, Tuesday - Sunday: 10.30am-5.00pm
We will be closed over the Christmas and New Year Period:
Sunday 23rd December – Thursday 27th December
and Monday 31st December – Tuesday 1st January 2019
We will be open Friday 28th – Sunday 30th December
and back open as normal from Wednesday 2nd January 2019
Thank you for your custom during 2018
and we look forward to serving you in 2019
Orangery Tea Room, Ashburnham Place, Baele, East Sussex, TN33 9NF.
Tel: 01424 894203 Email: orangery@ashburnham.org.uk

Hydra Cleaning Services
Commercial and domes0c
Fully insured

o
o
o
o
o

Windows – interior and exterior
Gueer clearance
Fascias and soﬃts
Weatherboarding
Pressure washing
All cleaned with our unique pure
hot water system

WILL WRITING SERVICE
Usual fee per will
£125 plus VAT

Table Tennis Club

Meets at the Village Hall on
Wednesdays at 7.45pm
Call Janet on 01424 892311
for more information

Pub Quiz

at the Ash Tree Inn
Tuesdays 4th Dec &
8th Jan
at 7.45pm
£1 entry, £5 set meal
01424 892104

ASHBURNHAM &
PENHURST WI

Free wills brochure
available on request
(Lasting Powers of Attorney
from £235 + VAT)

December Meeting 7th
Members’ meal at the Ash Tree Inn

Tel: 01323 460395

January Meeting Monday 21st

Barry & Co Solicitors

Both meetings at the Village Hall
7.15pm for a 7.30pm start

Bay Terrace, Pevensey Bay
East Sussex BN24 6EE
PROBATE ADVICE

Call James for a free quote,
Tel: 07515460008

No obligation legal advice on initiating
Probate and Estate Administration

Email: hydracleaning@mail.com

Tel: 01323 768382
Or contact
rachel@barryandco.org

www.hydracleaning.co.uk
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For more details see our webpage
https://ashburnham-penhurst.net/

Follow us on Facebook

Village Lunch

Wednesdays 19th December
and 16th January
at the Village Hall
Lunch is cooked for any older
residents in our villages who would
like a bit of company and a delicious
meal. Transport can be arranged.
For more information or to book a
place, ring Janet on 01424 892311

Book Club

Our next gathering will be at 2pm on
Friday 25th January Street Cottage
No meeting in December
For details call Nicky on 01424 892474
We will be chatting about the books
we have enjoyed since the last time
we met: sharing, swapping, lending
and recommending

The Ashburnham and Penhurst
Gardening Club
No meeting in December
Meeting on Monday 28th January,
7.30pm at Ashburnham
Church Hall
Dr Mick Lynn will be speaking on
‘Potions, Pests, Parasites and
Poisons’
Visitors Welcome
For more details please contact us via
the website www.ashpengc.org.uk

New Village Hall Update
Fundraising continues with the recent Village Bonﬁre and Fireworks event raising
a fantastic £660. Huge thanks to everyone who helped on the night.
We are moving into the ﬁnal stages of the initial design process and are hoping to
go out to tender to potential contractors early next year. As we begin to get
accurate indications of costs from this process we will be able to start bidding for
funds from various sources.
The new charity, The Ashburnham and Penhurst Community Centre has received
Charity Commission registration and had its ﬁrst trustees meeting recently. Robin
Ratcliﬀe was appointed as a trustee and a list of user groups was created who are
supportive of the aims and objectives of the charity. These user groups will be
invited to appoint a trustee if they wish. One user group is the Parish Council and
trustees welcomed Richard White as its representative.
This lovely logo (designed by Paul and Ieva Clark) was
approved for use at the meeting as well.

Registered with the General Osteopathic
Council & the Institute of Osteopathy

East Sussex Osteopaths offer
clinic appointments in
Dallington and Heathfield

Jennifer Oldroyd

(NHS registered)

Sports Massage
Hot Stone Massage
Aromatherapy
Swedish Massage
Zonal Face Lift
Foot, Hand & face Reflexology
Fertility and Delivery Reflexology

To book an appointment, please call

Clinics in Dallington and
Heathfield

www.eastsussex-osteopaths.co.uk
eastsussexosteopaths@gmail.com

07762 576 495

07762 576 492

Calls for complementary advice
also welcome
I’d like to thank the people who contacted me after my article about death in
the November magazine. We have at least one person ready to join me in the
Orangery! Someone else raised the related question of how we help those who
are bereaved. He writes: “After my wife died there was, as far as I could see, no
mechanism for helping me – or possibly anyone – to cope with the trauma of
bereavement. Going through the early stages of disorientation, loss of identity,
facing a black tunnel and so on, I felt that I was only person in the church or
anywhere who had such experiences…It would have made so much diﬀerence
to me if (someone) had just given me a hug or maybe invited me out for a coﬀee
some time.”
Doctors and clergymen regularly deal with the bereaved and can be sensitive
and helpful, but we may need to have the courage to ask for help. If you or
anyone you know would like help coming to terms with the death of a loved one
– either recently, or in the past – do get in touch with our own Vicar, Peter
Walker, who will be glad to help and talk things through with you.

Sarahjane Prince Cert ed AoR MSMA

www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk
eastsussexmassage@yahoo.co.uk
Working from the rooms of East Sussex
Osteopaths

Meridian Marquees
We provide a complete service for
the ultimate party, wedding or
corporate event.

BOOK THE VILLAGE HALL
Redecorated throughout.
Our Marquees are an ideal venue in
Fully equipped kitchen.
Perfect for meetings, recreation
all seasons. We provide heating,
and weddings.
stunning interiors, a wide range of
Hall 16mx7m, Small Room 8mx6m
furniture, dance floors, stages and
Ring Gill on 01424 892674
much more.
For a free site visit and quotation
please contact us on
01424 893757
07976 704632
dave@meridian-marquees.co.uk

If you have food or toiletries you
would like to donate,
there is a collection point in
Ashburnham Church

The Coﬀee Stop
Drop in any0me between 10.30am - 12pm
for a cup of coﬀee and a chat.
All ages and interests welcome.
We meet at the Sports Pavilion.
We will meet on
Friday 7th December and
Friday 4th January
Hope to see you there!

Our WI has just begun its twelfth year of a new
regeneration. We are looking forward to continuing
to build our friendships by meeting on the third
Monday evening of the month.
The committee are putting together an interesting,
inspiring and exciting programme for 2019 and this will include more
involvement with the national WI campaigns many of which are headline news:
End plastic soup, Make time for Mental Health and Food Matters (reducing
supermarket food waste).
Jam and Jerusalem are the most common words said to me when I tell people I
meet that I belong to my local WI. I can assure any would be members that
whilst some of us do enjoy making jam we do not sing Jerusalem.
The ﬁrst meeting for the New Year is on January 21st and our contact details can
be found via the village website where there’s a link to our Facebook page. We
would love to welcome you to join us as we continue to inspire each other.
Johanna Thompson

the PlayCafé

‘too small for school’

Wednesday mornings (term times), 10am till 12 noon
Adults must be accompanied by at least one baby or toddler!
You can ﬁnd us at Ashburnham Church Hall, in the grounds of
Ashburnham Place, Battle. TN33 9NF
You can park in the main car park and the Café is signposted from there.
All are welcome to come for coﬀee, chat and play.
Plenty of toys, messy creative play, singing, outside fun,
a quiet corner for tiny tots.
Give Margaret a ring on 01424 777011. If she’s not in,
leave a message and she will ring you back as soon as she can.
Supported by Ashburnham Church

Ron’s Ramblings

I think I like this time of the year almost as much as Spring. The year is
eﬀectively over and it’s time to hibernate and curl up in front of the ﬁre with a
bowl of homemade soup. Lovely. It’s also the time of the year when the birds
start returning to the garden feeder, which I’ve started putting out once more.
The Pheasants are taking shelter trying to avoid the guns and as I look out of
the window over breakfast, there’s ten scruﬀy looking examples sitting on the
fence, puﬀed up against the wind.
I’ve always loved bird watching, even as a youngster in North Kent, but later in
life opportunities in SE London were a bit more limited. Mind you, things have
improved of late. The River Quaggy, more famous for the newspaper photo of
Boris Johnson taking part in a river clean up and falling in (Oh, how much
simpler life would have been if they’d left him to his fate !) was just a graveyard
of rusting bikes and shopping trolleys. Now crystal clear and teeming with
wildlife, it is home to an amazing variety of birds, including Kingﬁshers. Mrs K
and I were walking the riverbank not so long ago and spotted a pair darting in
and out of the reeds. The beautiful iridescent blue making a complete contrast
to its surroundings. A bit further along we spotted another, sitting on a branch.
Motionless. Having observed it for some time, we moved away. Only to
discover that for the past 15 minutes, we’d been watching an empty crisp
packet..........
My regular readers may recall I was bemoaning the fact that there was a
distinct lack of religious themed Christmas cards. I have to thank Paul Clark for
putting me right on that one. The Victorians, who ‘invented’ the Christmas card
showed no scenes of an ecclesiastical nature whatsoever. It was all Robins,
sledges and ice skating, set against a background of deep snow. So, thanks
Paul. At least someone is paying attention!
As this will be the last Parish Magazine before Christmas, may Mrs K and I take
this opportunity to pass on to all readers our season’s greetings.
Ronnie King
The Filling Station at Ashburnham Place
The Filling Station is an informal way of expressing the Christian faith.
The next meeting will be on Monday 10th December
Maria Rodriques from Premier Radio will be speaking on ‘There is More’
exploring God’s invitation to live a supernatural life
No meeting in January
Do come and join us and be topped up spiritually
For more details contact Catherine on 01580 881816 or
catherine@duggleby.com
www.theﬁllingstation.org.uk/station/ashburnham

Parish Magazine Contact Details
If you would like to advertise
phone Andy on 01424 893033 or
email hoadie86@yahoo.co.uk
If you have a question about delivery
contact Catherine on 01580 881816
To submit articles or village notices
contact Jay Ashworth on
01424 532972 / 07876 484945 or
email jay.ashworth@btinternet.com
Please note that the inclusion of
advertisements for local services in this
magazine does not constitute a
recommendation.
Readers are advised to make their own
enquiries to ensure good service.

Battle Area Flexible Bus
A booking needs to be made in advance call Peter (01424 - 772001)
Ashburnham to Eastbourne
B82:
Ashburnham to Tenterden/Ashford B84:
Ashburnham to Tunbridge Wells
B87:
Bus passes can be used on all services
after 9.30am

Battle Area Community Transport
Every Tuesday- 10am The Pound
10.05am Ash Tree Inn
10.25am arrive Battle Abbey Green
12.05pm leave Battle Abbey Green
12.30pm Ash Tree Inn

For Village events and information go to
www.ashburnham-penhurst.net
"105" IS THE NUMBER TO CALL IF YOU GET A POWER CUT
105 is a single helpline service for householders to report power failures or safety
concerns, or to get information during a blackout.
Calls to 105 are free of charge and will put you through to your local electricity
network operator. You can call 105 from landlines and most mobile phones.

Ashburnham Church
Jennifer Oldroyd
Nick Thompson
Penhurst Church
Anthony Ramsey
Ashburnham Chapel
Fay Ramsden

01323 832748
01424 219225
07805895449
01323 764557
07860 113413

invites you to a

At ASHBURNHAM PLACE

For Ashburnham Church events and information go to
www.ashburnhamandpenhurstchurches.org.uk

For information about
Church Services contact

Ashburnham Church

On Sat 1st December 2018 at 8.30am

Ed Jones
Team Leader & Pastor of Battle Baptist Church
will talk about

“Bungee Jumping By Faith”
In 1994 God healed Ed from leukaemia:
as a result he decided to live each day as if it were his last!
Hear a story of crazy ideas, life changing moments, decisions that
seemed good at the time and a journey with God that’s taken Ed and
his family at times to the edge… when they’ve let go and trusted him!

To book your place in advance,
please contact:
John French 01424 892580 or Richard Hann 01424 893130
j.french678@btinternet.com
the.hanns@talktalk.net

A donation on the day of £5 would be welcomed

Coming up in 2019
2 February Nick Heasman
‘A sojourn in Zim’
27 April Malcolm Richards
‘Grace & Mercy’
15 June Mike Cooper
‘Being Prepared’
28 September Rev Peter Walker
‘Yes, we have no Mananas’

Ashburnham Church
30 November Bishop Richard
‘It’s the end of the World as we know it:
Are Christians so heavenly minded that they’re no earthly good?’

December Diary
Sat 1

The Ashburnham Estate – 1066 and the Early Years

8.30am
10.30am-1pm

Men’s Breakfast
WI Charity Christmas Coffee Morning

Ashburnham Place
Village Hall

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Advent Sunday
All Age Advent Service
Advent Carol Service
Carol Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Tue 4

7.45pm

Pub Quiz

Ash Tree Inn

Wed 5

10am-12pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall

Thu 6

10am-1pm
7.30pm
8pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
House Groups

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Various Locations

Fri 7

10.30am-12

Coffee Stop
WI Christmas Meal

Sports Pavilion
Ash Tree Inn

Sun 2

Mon 3

Sat 8
Sun 9

10.30am
6pm

Holy Communion
Carols By Candlelight

Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Church

Tue 11

8.30pm

MI

Ash Tree Inn

Wed 12

10am-12pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall

Thu 13

10am-1pm
7.30pm
7pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
Hour of Prayer

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Church Hall

Fri 14

6pm

Carol Singing Around the Village

Meet at the Chapel

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Prayer with Children’s Activities
Holy Communion
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Mon 10

Sat 15
Sun 16

Thank You

The Magazine has enjoyed another successful year, adding extra pages to
accommodate all the events and activities going on in our villages. Thanks to
everyone who has supplied stories, artwork, information and ideas and those who
faithfully proof read every issue! A huge thank also you goes to everyone who
delivers the magazine door-to-door in the villages, this is not an easy task given
how spread out our homes are!

Someone once said: “History is written by the
winners”. And the belief that the Ashburnham
family came over with William the Conqueror in
1066 might be said to bear out that statement.
But the truth is, we cannot be sure, as we only
have fragments of authoritative history from this
time. One “Bertram Ashburnham” appears in
three diﬀerent stories with him dying at Dover
Castle, Battle and the gates of Canterbury! We
do know, however, that “Ashburnham”
translates roughly as “village by the stream
where ash trees grow”.
The Domesday Book does not record any Ashburnhams, though the place was
certainly here and plundered by William of Normandy on his way from Pevensey
to the Battle of Hastings. So it may well be that the family derived from one of
the invaders, possibly a Robert de Criol, who came with William, and received
lands at Ashburnham as his reward and later adopted Ashburnham as his
surname.
Anyone interested in ﬁnding out the history of where they live - or any other
local history - may ﬁnd a visit to the East Sussex Record Oﬃce a good place to
start. It is now located at a wonderful new building, The Keep, next to the
Brighton & Hove Albion Amex Stadium. They retain on long term loan from our
family, all the Ashburnham Estate and family archives. At a talk Christopher
Whittick (Senior Archivist) gave at Ashburnham Place, he pointed to what he
believed was ﬁrm and early evidence of the family locally: a 12th Century
document and seal with a tree on it, which was a gift of land from Stephen ‘de
Esburneham' and his father Reginald to the Abbot and convent at Battle Abbey.
Another way to imagine this early history is to walk the part of the 1066 Country
Walk which runs from Stevens Crouch to the Ashburnham Forge. The route goes
over the top of Tent Hill, named because it was where King Harold “reputedly”
pitched his tents and army the night before they marched to the infamous Battle
of Hastings. Apart from the historical interest, this was the landscape that
inspired the famous artist J M W Turner, who painted this view looking down
towards Ashburnham Place precisely 750 years after the battle. The painting is
now owned by The British Museum, it can be viewed at www.tate.org.uk .
“Reputedly”, because one cannot be sure if it was true, but English Heritage was
interested enough to include it as part of the 950th anniversary re-enactment in
2016. Some “Norman scouts on horseback” were sent from Pevensey through
Ashburnham to ascertain the state of Harold’s army in the days before the
battle. What the modern “scouts” found was not reported, but they must have
certainly used their imagination given how verdant and glorious the views look
now, compared to Harold’s noisy and bustling encampment in 1066.
Richard Bickersteth

Coming soon: “The two brothers - Civil War”

www.penhurst.org.uk
01424 892088
info@penhurst.org.uk
By the 0me you read this the building works at the Retreat Centre will have been
going for a month already and many of the most signiﬁcant changes will have
already taken place - enabling us to get pressurised water throughout the house,
en-suite or dedicated bathrooms to each of our bedrooms and full re-wiring
throughout. There are s0ll two months of work to go before we re-open in
February with lots s0ll to accomplish. As you can imagine, work on this scale
requires a large amount of funding and we are delighted to say that we have ‘only’
£79,000 leR to raise to ensure the whole project can be paid for from fundraising.
We have amazing supporters who have donated anything from a few pounds to a
few thousand pounds towards the project and each dona0on has been wonderful
to receive. Our staﬀ are gebng used to their temporary oﬃce quarters and turning
up to work on a building site!
Our fund-raising cookery books are ﬂying oﬀ the shelves and we have kept a stock
out so if you want some for Christmas presents then do get in touch with us and
we can arrange a 0me for you to come and pick them up - please don’t just drop in
as we might not be around!

Mon 17

7pm for 7.30pm

Carols in the Pub

Ash Tree Inn

Wed 19

10am-12pm
12pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Village Lunch
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall

Thu 20

10am-1pm
7.30pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church

10.30am
4pm

Carol Service
Follow the Star - An exciting Christmas
Service for All Ages
Evening Service

Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Church

Tue 18

Fri 21
Sat 22
Sun 23

6.30pm
Mon 24
Tue 25

Ashburnham Chapel

Christmas Eve
10.30am
10.30am

Wed 26

Christmas Day
Christmas Communion
Christmas Day Holy Communion

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church

Boxing Day

Thu 27

The Art Group

meets every Thursday morning from 10am to 1pm in
The Sports Pavilion, Ashburnham, TN33 9NU
December 2018 The art group will not meet on Thursday 27th, and we just have
our usual DIY sessions on the other Thursdays to which you are very welcome
January 2019 Artist Mark Fisher will be leading a Workshop Day on Thursday
3rd January to start oﬀ our Creative New Year with a ﬂourish.
Text Elfreda or Barbara if you’d like to join in

Fri 28
Sat 29
Sun 30

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer with Carols
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Mon 31

100 Club
Stuck for what to give your friends and family for Christmas this year?

Drop in any Thursday to non-tutor sessions for £5 but
for the Tutored Sessions at £12 on the day, and Workshop Days at £20
please book your place by texting your name
(and email address if you need directions) to
Barbara: 07703 284496 or Elfreda: 07774 066578.

Why not buy them an Ashburnham and Penhurst 100 Club gift voucher.
For just £12 you will not only be giving them the opportunity to win a monthly
cash prize but also helping towards raising funds for the new village hall.

Happy Christmas from the Painters in the Pavilion!

Please ring Robin or Gill for further details on 01424 892674

January Diary
Tue 1

Mon 14

New Year’s Day

7.30pm

WI

Village Hall

Wed 2

7.45pm

Table Tennis

Village Hall

Tue 15

Thu 3

10am-3.30pm
7.30pm

Art Group Workshop Day
Bell Ringing

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church

Wed 16

Play Cafe
Village Lunch
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall

10.30am-12pm

February Parish Magazine Deadline
Coffee Stop

10am-12pm
12pm
7.45pm

Sports Pavilion

Thu 17

10am-1pm
7.30pm
8.00pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
Ashburnham Church House Groups

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Various Locations

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Epiphany Sunday
Morning Prayer with Children’s Activities
Epiphany Holy Communion
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Mon 7

7.30pm

Ashburnham Church PCC

Ashburnham Church Hall

Tue 8

7.45pm

Pub Quiz

Ash Tree Inn

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Prayer with Children’s Activities
Holy Communion
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Wed 9

10am-12pm

Play Cafe

Ashburnham Church Hall

Mon 21

Thu 10

10am-1pm
7.30pm
7pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
Hour of Prayer

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Ashburnham Church Hall

Tue 22
Wed 23

10am-12pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall

Thu 24

10am-1pm
7.30pm
8pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
House Groups

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Various Locations

Fri 25

2pm

Book Club

Street Cottage

Sun 27

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Holy Communion with children’s groups
Morning Prayer
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Mon 28

7.30pm

Ashburnham and Penhurst Garden Club

Ashburnham Church Hall

Wed 30

10am-12pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall

Thu 31

10am-1pm
7.30pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church

Fri 4
Sat 5
Sun 6

Fri 11
Sat 12
Sun 13

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Holy Communion with Children’s Activities
Plough Sunday Morning Prayer
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Fri 18
Sat 19
Sun 20

Sat 26

We would like to acknowledge the passing of two well-known residents of the
village – Dolly Lovett and Yensie Harmer. Fay Ramsden has written elsewhere in
the magazine of her memories of Dolly. And there are others with wonderful
memories of Yensie Harmer. Yensie was a very good pianist, and played the
piano for the school that met in the old village hall. And in later years she was
the organist for both Ashburnham and Penhurst Churches. She and Jack, her
husband, created a wonderful garden at the Old Kennels, and then when Yensie
moved to Ninﬁeld she made that garden amazing too. Both Dolly and Yensie
were wonderful cooks, and the village owes them both so much in terms of
good cooking and good friendship. May their memories live on, and their
families ﬁnd comfort and support in the days ahead.

Tue 29

