Ashburnham Estate Properties to rent
From time to time properties become available to rent on
the Ashburnham Estate. If you would like to be contacted when
something becomes available, without any obligation, please do let us
know. Contact the Land Agent, Florence Wolfe on 01273 407012, Mobile
07458 117431 email: Florence.Wolfe@struttandparker.com for this and
any other Ashburnham Estate matters.

JF Stoneworks

Ashburnham and Penhurst
Parish Magazine
December 2019 and
January 2020

Holiday Cottage on the
Isle of Wight

Specialists in stone

NEW MEMORIALS
CLEANING & RENOVATION
ADDITONAL INSCRIPTIONS
GRANITE & MARBLE WORKTOPS
STONE BUILDING RESTORATION
DOMESTIC STONE WORK
No. 2 Kingswell Estate, Beech Farm, Netherfield Hill, Battle,
East Sussex, TN33 0LL Showroom: 01424 774497
www.jfstoneworks.co.uk Email: enquiries@jfstoneworks.co.uk

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Quiet, but not isolated loca0on
Sleeps 4 plus 1
Easy access to the beach
Lots of lovely walks
Ideal place to relax and unwind
Garden
Free WIFI

For more details, prices, pictures and
full informa0on, go to
www.applehousetotlandbay.co.uk

ETB four star Gold Award

J. Birrell
Oil Fired Boilers, Aga
and Rayburn
Servicing and Repairs
22 Years Experience
Fully Insured
Home 01580 880804
Mobile 079077 95603

Thanks to Ieva Clark for our cover art

Please send contributions for the February issue by Friday 3rd January
We reserve the right of refusal & the right to edit any articles

Chapel News for December and January
Our Carol Service is as usual the ﬁrst Sunday in December which this year falls on
the 1st. This year we have members of the Heathﬁeld Silver Band playing the
Carols for us. Carols always seem more ‘Christmassy’ when played by a Silver or
Brass Band! There will be mince pies after the Service, hopefully you will not be
fed up with them by then. Our oﬀering will be going to Out of the Blue our local
charity.
On the 8th December we will be having a ‘do-it-yourself’ service at the Chapel,
this is when members bring poems, drama and readings as they feel led and it is
always very interesting to see how everything ‘gels’ together. Why not come on
to us after you have been to St. Peter’s “Follow the Camel” presentation. The
Chapel will be warm and cosy enabling you to round oﬀ a wonderful day ﬁlled
with The Christmas Story.
This year we will not have a Service on the 22nd to enable Chapel Members to join
St. Peter’s for their Carol Service.
We have not arranged anything special for January as most people are
recovering from all the Christmas Festivities and need time to relax and
contemplate the true meaning of Christmas and of course look forward to 2020
and all that will bring.
We wish you all a Very Happy Christmas and a Happy Healthy New Year, one in
which you will have time to stop and realise how wonderful God’s creations are
and how He faithfully keeps His promises to us all.

Polling Station Change
For the General Election on Thursday 12th December, the Polling
Station will be the Sports Pavilion not the Village Hall
This is due to a regular, prior booking for the Village Hall

Shipping Container to rent

Tom Gooders Tree Surgery

suitable for all types of storage

Fully qualified tree surgeons
at secure site on the outskirts of
Battle/Hastings
20’x8’x8’ (1280 cu.ft)
6mx2.5mx2.5m (37.5 cu.m)
£23 per week
For more information ring
Fay on 07860 113413

All aspects of tree work
professionally undertaken
07817 572291

HOME MAINTENANCE

References available
Fully insured

DEEJAY

Carpentry and Joinery
Props: DF & JC Tough

Windows, doors, kitchen cupboards
conservatories, all maintenance
Telephone: 01424 438814
Mobile 07977 859582

Email: deejaycandj@hotmail.co.uk

Parents and grandparents have been wondering about babies since time began.
It must have been that way when Jesus was born. Saint Luke tells us that after
the shepherds visited the parents of Jesus, we read that Mary ‘treasured up all
these things and pondered them in her heart’. There was certainly a lot to think
about. ‘Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ
the Lord’.

Mary did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation?
Mary did you know that your baby boy will one day rule the nations?
Did you know that your baby boy is heaven’s perfect Lamb?
This sleeping child you’re holding is the great ‘I am’.

All work undertaken in and
around the home

Tel: 01424 774764
Mob: 07976 741950
E: robdedman1066@gmail.com

‘Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you, He is Christ the Lord’
(Luke 2:11)

The last verse of the poet Mark Lowry’s ‘Mary did you know?’ poses the question
this way:

ROB DEDMAN

Painting and decorating
Bathrooms and tiling

Dear Friends,

Ashburnham Sports Pavilion
Available for hire for all
recreational activities.
Fully equipped kitchen, tables, chairs.
Amazing location, great for parties.
Lots of outside space to use.
50% reduction in fees for residents
See parish website (Venues)
to bookor email
clerk@asburnham-penhurst.net

You never quite know how a baby will turn out, do you? This one turned out to
be the Saviour of the world. This time of the year with all the Christmas
festivities, card sending, gifts to open, the ‘season of goodwill’, we need to ever
keep in our mind that it is the birth of the world’s Saviour which is at the heart of
all our happy Christmas time. As one car sticker I once saw: ‘Jesus is the reason
for the season’.
Yet, another poet’s verses have inspired me over the years and the last verse
of his poem ‘The Holy Night’ reads thus:
‘To all our race, the light has come:
For He who lies ‘neath quilt of straw,
That homeless One whom shepherds saw,
Himself our Home,
Reveals God’s Face’.
My wife and I wish you a Happy and Holy Christmas and a Peaceful Blessed
New Year!
With Love: Peter and Diana

Agmerhurst Granary, Kitchenham Road,
Ashburnham, Battle, TN33 9NA
Tel: 01424 892941
p.walker977@btinternet.com

We supply and ﬁt Carpets, Vinyls,
Laminates, Real Wood, Safety Flooring
for every location and budget

Christmas Services
1st December Advent Carol Service
1st December Carol Service
22nd December Carol Service
22nd December Carols by Candlelight
Christmas Day Communion
Christmas Day All Age Communion

10.30am Penhurst Church
6.30pm Ashburnham Chapel
10.30am Penhurst Church
6pm
Ashburnham Church
10.30am Penhurst Church
10.30am Ashburnham Church

Sunday 15th December 10.30am at Ashburnham Church

Bishop Richard Jackson is moving to become Bishop of Hereford in January 2020
He is coming to Ashburnham Church so that we can say thank you and goodbye!
Please do come and join us fo this special service

You are warmly invited to:

‘A CHRISTMAS CAMEL’
On Sunday 8th December 2019 at 4.00pm and 6.00pm
A live presentation of the Christmas Story in the gardens of
Ashburnham Place
The story begins at the church. Then, joining the Wise Men’s
servants and chasing a naughty camel, we will journey to
Jerusalem and onto Bethlehem where refreshments will be
served after we have visited the stable to see baby Jesus.
There are two performances because a similar event last year
proved very popular. The event is organised by St Peters
Church Ashburnham with the kind cooperation of
Ashburnham Place.
The event is free, but there will be an opportunity to show
your appreciation by giving a donation to a charitable
organisation (details to be announced on the day)

10% Discount with this ad!
Free estimates and advice
Our showroom is at 36 London Road,
Fast friendly service
St Leonards on Sea
(opposite Boots)
Expert ﬁtting by our own ﬁtters
Home selection service
Alternatively you can contact us
Domestic and commercial
and we will gladly bring samples to you!
Just call 01424 446222
Competitive prices
Fully insured
www.cornercarpetcompany.co.uk
All work guaranteed
info@cornercarpetcompany.co.uk
Over 500 rugs in our showroom
Customer satisfaction is very important to us and much of our work has come
from recommendations and repeat orders since we opened in 1998
Do you fancy having fun practising and/
or brushing up your French through
friendly conversation?
Hastings and District Anglo
French Club
meet fortnightly on Tuesdays at 2.15pm
at Holy Redeemer Church Hall
Upper Church Road,
St Leonards-on-Sea. TN37 7AS
www.hastingsanglofrenchclub.com
for more information

Your Local Satellite Installer and TV
Aerial Engineer
Telly Addicts install & setup satellite
equipment in your home, from Sky TV to
Freeview. Single and multi-room satellite
installations.
We are based in Hastings and cover East
Sussex from Eastbourne to Ashford.
Contact Bruce Rigglesford
07973 263652
01424 446642
info@tellyaddicts.co.uk
www.tellyaddicts.co.uk

CAROL SINGING
AROUND
THE VILLAGE
Friday
13th December
Meet at Ponts Green at 6pm.
Bring hats, gloves and lanterns.
We expect to finish around 8:30
We will be singing at homes
between Ponts Green & Cinderhill
plus Slivericks & Lakehurst Lane.
Refreshments en route are always
welcome - just let us know
your favourite carols!
Contact: Nicky on (01424) 892474

CHRISTMAS
COFFEE
MORNING
Saturday,7 December
10.00 – 12.00md
Ashburnham Village Hall
Delicious

Tea &

Stalls &

Cakes

Coffee

Raffle

(IN AID OF THE NEW VILLAGE HALL)

Parish Council News
Affordable housing is a topic which is highly relevant
to rural communities where local people often
struggle to find somewhere affordable to live. Sadly,
the result is that many move out of their village
because they have no real choice.
The parish council is keen to start a conversation
with the community about the provision of low cost
community housing within the parish. At the very
least we can all be better informed and test the truth of some frequently quoted myths
such as ‘there is no land available’, and ‘the planners would never allow it’ and ‘the
cost of building a house is bound to make it unaffordable’.
In fact, the planners do permit house building, even within the AONB, if the site
qualifies as a Rural Exception Site. As you might suppose there are numerous hurdles
to overcome but one of the key ones is to demonstrate a need for housing. The most
effective way to do that is for everyone with a frustrated aspiration to live in the village
to register with Rother’s District Council’s housing waiting list. There are currently just
6 people on that list but how many more are there who thought there was no point
joining the list? There is every point because it provides evidence of need.
House building is, of course, expensive but did you know that more than a third of the
total cost typically goes to pay for the land? One potential way to help offset this
would be if agricultural landowners were willing to support a community low cost
housing project by releasing small parcels of land at rates modestly above agricultural
land value. There are mechanisms available that not only facilitate this but more
importantly lock in the benefit for the community for all time. One such mechanism that
has been used successfully elsewhere in East Sussex is a Community Land Trust
(CLT). CLTs are used to own assets for the community forever and furthermore they
can give priority to local people seeking housing. This prioritisation is a safeguard
sadly lacking in the village’s only existing social housing development in Akehurst Field
where properties are currently being put on the open market.
The parish council has begun a dialogue with the Ashburnham Estate and Rother
District Council’s planners and housing needs office. Over the coming months these
conversations will continue and hopefully evolve in to something meaningful. The next
annual parish meeting in the village hall on Thursday 23rd April (yes, St. George’s
Day!) will provide a great opportunity to find out what people really think about having
more houses.
Brian Holdstock, Clerk to the Council
Email: clerk@ashburnham-penhurst.net. Land line: 01323 832082 with answering machine
Text: 07836 716723 If leaving telephone voice messages be sure to leave your name and a call back number.

Council meetings are on the last Wednesday of alternate months (next is on 29th Jan) and the Planning Committee (if
required) meets on the last Wednesday of intervening months.
All meetings are in public and members of the public are encouraged to attend. There is an agenda slot near the start of
the meeting for members of the public to address the Council. The agenda is published online at the village web site three
clear days before the meeting and hard copy is put on the notice boards at The Chapel and Penhurst Granary.
A summary of currently undecided or recently determined planning applications is on the ‘Planning’ page at the village web
site. It contains a link to the Rother DC planning portal if you want to view documents.

C. Waterhouse & Sons
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Caring and personal service by a family owned company that has
maintained its traditions of discretion, and professionalism over
four generations.

Bespoke Pre-paid
Funeral Plan
available
‘The Independent Way’
High Street, Burwash, East Sussex, TN19 7ET
www.cwaterhouseandsons.co.uk
email: funerals@cwaterhouse.co.uk
24 Hour Service—Please call (01435) 882219

Yoga
at the Pavilion

Come and join us for fun and friendly
yoga sessions
All ages and levels welcomed
Mondays 9.15 to 10.45 am
For more information call Helen on
01424 893033 07856472224 or
yogahoadie@gmail.com

Villa
Open: Tuesday – Sunday: 10.30am-5.00pm
We will be closed over the Christmas and New Year Period:
Monday 23rd December 2019 – Thursday 2nd January 2020
We will be back open as normal from Friday 3rd January 2020

Thank you for your custom during 2019

Mothering Sunday Weekend Afternoon Teas
Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd March 2020
We will be only open for pre-booked tables this weekend for a special
afternoon tea menu. Served 12.30pm & 3pm.
£15.00 per person (bookings taken from January 2020)
Orangery Tea Room, Ashburnham Place, Ba[le, East Sussex, TN33 9NF.

Hydra Cleaning Services
Commercial and domes0c
Fully insured

o
o
o
o
o

Windows – interior and exterior
Gu[er clearance
Fascias and soﬃts
Weatherboarding
Pressure washing
All cleaned with our unique pure
hot water system
Call James for a free quote,
Tel: 07515460008
Email: hydracleaning@mail.com
www.hydracleaning.co.uk

WILL WRITING SERVICE
Usual fee per will
£145 plus VAT
Free wills brochure
available on request
(Lasting Powers of Attorney
from £235 + VAT)
Tel: 01323 460395
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Table Tennis Club

Meets at the Village Hall on
Wednesdays at 7.45pm
Call Janet on 01424 892311
for more information

Pub Quiz

at the Ash Tree Inn
Tuesday 3rd December
Tuesday 7th January
at 7.45pm
£1 entry, £5 set meal
01424 892104
Join us for a battle of wits!

ASHBURNHAM &
PENHURST WI
December Meeting
Members’ Meal at the Ash Tree Inn
January Meeting on
Monday 20th

Barry & Co Solicitors

Village Lunch

Wednesday 18th December
Lunch at
Penhurst Retreat Centre
and 15th January
at the Village Hall
Lunch is cooked for any older
residents in our villages who would
like a bit of company and a delicious
meal. Transport can be arranged.
For more information or to book a
place, ring Janet on 01424 892311

Book Club
Our next gathering will be at 2pm on
Friday 31st January Street Cottage
No Meeting in December
For details call Nicky on 01424 892474
We will be chatting about the books
we have enjoyed since the last time
we met: sharing, swapping, lending
and recommending.
We hope you all get lots of
wonderful books to read in your
Christmas stockings.

Bay Terrace, Pevensey Bay
East Sussex BN24 6EE

PROBATE ADVICE

No obligation legal advice on
initiating Probate and Estate
Administration
Tel: 01323 768382
Or contact
rachel@barryandco.org

MI
Ashburnham Village Hall
Akehurst Field, oﬀ Brownbread Street
7.15pm for 7.30pm
For more details see our webpage
ashburnhamandpenhurstwi@gmail.com

Follow us on Facebook

Meets on Tuesday 10th December &
Tuesday 14th January
at the Ash Tree Inn from 8.30pm
All men in the Villages welcome to
join us for a drink and ﬁnd out more
about our upcoming events

New Village Hall Update
We sadly had to cancel our annual Bonﬁre and Firework
display due to the water-logging of the ﬁeld which is used
for parking. We are sorry that we not only missed out on
a great get together but also an important fundraiser for
the new hall. We hope you will join us at the Christmas
Coﬀee Morning at the Village Hall on Saturday December 7th for the usual array
of delicious cakes as well as the chance to pick up some Christmas goodies and
crafts.

Macmillan Coﬀee Morning
A big thank you to everyone who supported the
Macmillan Coﬀee Morning, we raised the amazing
amount of £800.

Registered with the General
Osteopathic Council & the Institute of
Osteopathy

East Sussex Osteopaths offer
clinic appointments in
Dallington and Heathfield

Sarahjane Prince Cert. Ed.
MSMA. MAR.
Sports Massage
Aromatherapy
Swedish Massage

Zone Face Lift
Reflexology
Fertility & Delivery
Reflexology

To book an appointment, please call

07762 576 495

Village Pantomime

www.eastsussex-osteopaths.co.uk

www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk
eastsussexmassage@yahoo.co.uk

Thank you for supporting PANTS again this year.
The Brownbread Saloon is back to normal now, and
we hope you enjoyed the show.

Calls for complementary advice
also welcome

See you next year

We provide a complete service
for the ultimate party, wedding
or corporate event.

How to dispose of your Christmas trees?
Rother customers who pay for brown bin collections can place trees into their
brown bins, if the branches have been cut up ﬁrst. Don't leave whole trees next
to your brown bin, they can't be collected.
Trees cannot be thrown directly into the back of the vehicle, as they could get
stuck in the lifting equipment, or bounce out and land on an unfortunate worker.
If you have a compost heap, you can compost a real Christmas tree, but it will
need chopping up into smaller pieces ﬁrst! Alternatively, you can take your tree
to your nearest tip. If you have an artiﬁcial tree that you no longer need, and it is
in a suitable condition, you can give it away, or sell secondhand.
Otherwise it needs to go to the tip for disposal.
Happy Christmas and happy recycling!

07762 576 492

Meridian Marquees

Our Marquees are an ideal venue
in all seasons. We provide
heating, stunning interiors, a
wide range of furniture, dance
floors, stages and much more.
For a free site visit and quotation
please contact us on
01424 893757
07976 704632
dave@meridian-marquees.co.uk

BOOK THE VILLAGE HALL
Redecorated throughout.
Fully equipped kitchen.
Perfect for meetings, recreation
and weddings.
Hall 16mx7m, Small Room
8mx6m

If you have food or toiletries you
would like to donate,
there is a collection point in
Ashburnham Church

Grounds and Gardens
A date for your diary

Ashburnham Doggy
Day-Care and Boarding
At work or out all day?
Drop your dog off with me for
care and walkies!
8am to 5pm - £20
Half day sessions £10
Overnight care also available

Sunday 30th & Monday 31st
August 2020
Bank Holiday Weekend
Ashburnham Christian Trust is
celebrating 60 years since
its formation

Timberyard Cottage, Ashburnham

Come and join us for fairground
fun, an evening concert and
celebration service

Call 01424 893239
Or mobile: 07818 086004

More details to follow!

Louise Edwards

www.penhurst.org.uk
01424 892088
info@penhurst.org.uk
All of us at Penhurst Retreat Centre wish you a peaceful and enjoyable
Christmas and a blessed New Year.
We will be closed to guests over Christmas and for a couple of weeks in
January. During the la[er closure we will be carrying out our annual spring
clean in readiness for another busy year welcoming more and more people
to our beau0ful corner of East Sussex.
We hope you will consider coming along to one of our retreats or simply
booking in to use the Retreat Centre as a place to get away from it all for a
few hours or days. Our full programme for 2020 is now up on our website
so do have a look and see if anything appeals to you. If you see something
you like, please contact us to book.
We look forward to welcoming you to Penhurst.

We meet at the Sports Pavilion

MAKE THE WI YOUR NEW YEAR RESOLUTION!
No gym required and two free meetings to
newcomers, no purchase necessary! We are a fun
and welcoming group from places around
Ashburnham and Penhurst as well as from our
beautiful villages.
Annual membership fees for 2020 are just £43. We hold 10 meetings a year with
interesting talks, craft and activities costing not a penny more, plus a summer
party and Christmas meal to ﬁnish oﬀ the year. As a member of a large national
organisation you will get a membership booklet with discounts and vouchers plus
8 editions of the national WI’s own magazine delivered directly to your door.
There is access to the East Sussex Federation newsletter with local learning
opportunities and social events, and you can join in the national campaigns. All
members can access “My WI” online site which is full of resources and ideas with a
“Make of the Month” and “Recipe of the week”. Members can also visit the inhouse training facility at Denman College, Oxfordshire, for courses in a wide range
of skills and crafts, and bursaries are available. The list goes on ….
We meet on the third Monday of each month at 7.15pm in Ashburnham Village
Hall. For information please email ashburnhamandpenhurstwi@gmail.com or ﬁnd
us on Facebook.

The Art Group

meets every Thursday morning from 10am to 1pm in
The Sports Pavilion, Ashburnham, TN33 9NU
Just one painting Workshop Day for your diary this time:
Mark Fisher is coming on Thursday 2nd January
when he will painting with foliage
***No meeting on 12th December***
(the Pavilion is being used as the Polling Station)
***No meeting on Boxing Day***
Tea and coﬀee provided but please bring a packed lunch on
workshop days. Drop in any Thursday to non-tutor sessions for £5 but
for the Tutored Sessions at £12 on the day, and Workshop Days at £20
please book your place by texting your name
(and email address if you need directions) to
Barbara: 07703 284496 or Pam 07454 820942
Arty hints, refreshments and good company always on oﬀer!

the PlayCafé

‘too small for school’

Wednesday mornings (term times), 10am till 12 noon
Adults must be accompanied by at least one baby or toddler!

The Filling Station at Ashburnham Place

You can ﬁnd us at Ashburnham Church Hall, in the grounds of
Ashburnham Place, Battle. TN33 9NF

The Filling Station is an informal way of expressing the Christian faith.
The next meeting will be on Monday 9th December
with Katherine Gantlett, speaking on ‘Who Am I’

You can park in the main car park and the Café is signposted from there.
All are welcome to come for coﬀee, chat and play.

7pm for refreshments followed by the meeting in the Great Hall
Do come and join us and be topped up spiritually

Plenty of toys, messy creative play, singing, outside fun,
a quiet corner for tiny tots.

For more details contact Catherine on 07801634034 or
catherine@duggleby.com
www.theﬁllingstation.org.uk/station/ashburnham

Give Margaret a ring on 01424 777011. If she’s not in,
leave a message and she will ring you back as soon as she can.
Supported by Ashburnham Church

No meeting in January

Parish Magazine Contact Details
If you would like to advertise or to
submit articles or village notices
contact Jay Ashworth on
01424 532972 / 07876 484945 or
email jay.ashworth@btinternet.com
If you have a question about delivery
contact Catherine on 0780 1634034
For information about
Church Services contact
Ashburnham Church
Revd Peter Walker
01424 892941
p.walker977@btinternet.com
Penhurst Church
Anthony Ramsey
01323 764557
Ashburnham Chapel
Fay Ramsden
07860 113413
01424 830078

Battle Area Community Transport
Every Tuesday- 10am The Pound
10.05am Ash Tree Inn
10.25am arrive Battle Abbey Green
12.05pm leave Battle Abbey Green
12.30pm Ash Tree Inn

"105" IS THE NUMBER TO CALL IF YOU
GET A POWER CUT
105 is a single helpline service for
householders to report power failures or
safety concerns, or to get information
during a blackout.
Calls to 105 are free of charge and will
put you through to your local electricity
network operator. You can call 105 from
landlines and most mobile phones.

R.A.B.I & F.C.N invite you to a

Christmas Carol Evening
Friday 6th December 2019 at 7:30pm
Hailsham Market
Market Street
Hailsham
East Sussex
BN27 2AG
Please dress warmly

Tickets £7 each
(Tickets are limited)
Available from:
Sally Field - 01903 882741
Derek Cleaver - 01323 304829
axedc@talktalk.net
Gill Hesselgrave - 01323 844613
stonehouse@hessel.force9.co.uk

For Ashburnham Church events and information go to
www.ashburnhamandpenhurstchurches.org.uk
For Village events and information go to
www.ashburnham-penhurst.net

Please note that the inclusion
of advertisements for local
services in this magazine does
not constitute a
recommendation.
Readers are advised to make
their own enquiries to ensure
good service.

Please note that photographs may be taken at this event
to help publicise the work of the charities

In aid of Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution Registered Charity No. 208858
& FCN Registered Charity No. 1095919

Ashburnham Place - Demolition & Building up

December Diary
Sun 1
Advent
Sunday

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

All Age Advent Service
Advent Carol Service
Carol Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Tue 3

10-11.30am
7.45pm

Advent Course
Pub Quiz

Ashburnham Church Hall
Ash Tree Inn

Wed 4

10am-12pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall

Thu 5

10am-1pm
7.30pm
8pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
House Groups

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Various Locations

Fri 6

10.30am-12

Coffee Stop

Sports Pavilion

Sat 7

10am-12pm

Christmas Coffee Morning

Village Hall

Sun 8

10.30am
10.30am
4pm & 6pm
6.30pm

No Morning Service
Morning Prayer
‘A Christmas Camel’
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Place
Ashburnham Chapel

Mon 9

7pm

Filling Station

Ashburnham Place

Tue 10

10-11.30am
8.30pm

Advent Course
MI

Ashburnham Church Hall
Ash Tree Inn

Wed 11

10am-12pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall

7.30pm
7.30pm

No Art Group
Bell Ringing
Hour of Prayer

Ashburnham Church
Church Hall

6pm

Carol Singing Around the Village

Meet at Ponts Green

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Holy Communion led by Bishop Richard Jackson
Holy Communion
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

As you may have gathered from this series of articles, I
find it fascinating how different God’s ways of doing
things are from our human ways of doing them.
Where we think we need to build ourselves up to
achieve greatness, often it seems God has to humble
us first before we can receive his unconditional love.

Mon 2

Thu 12

Fri 13
Sat 14
Sun 15

Men’s Breakfast Saturday 1st February
Speaker to be conﬁrmed
Ashburnham Place 8.30am

Demolition in progress 1958

So it has been with Ashburnham Place. Despite all its
past glory and splendour, the Lord God Almighty had to humble the Ashburnham
family and their mansion before He could build it up again and fulfil the promises
given to my father, the Revd John Bickersteth, from the Bible, that “the glory of the
present house wlll be greater than the former.” (Haggai 2)
Due to an explosion caused by two “friendly” aeroplanes
colliding during WWII, most of the windows in the house
were shattered, and as a result dry rot took hold of the
building. It is a fungus that literally eats away at the
strength of the wood and is devastating to any building.
Most architects told my father that the whole house
should be pulled down. But Mr H H Clark agreed to try Mr John with Wackett Brothers
and keep what he could. A wonderfully named demolition
firm, the Wackett Brothers, were hired to pull down the
upper floor, two wings of the middle floor, the water and
clock towers and all the servant quarters. They said it would
take them 11 weeks, but in the end it took 11 months given
Chimneys being demolished the thickness of the walls and the 52 seven foot chimneys!
How my father must have questioned God’s vision for
Ashburnham Place, when it was in this state. An empty shell,
in the peculiar shape we know today, and without even
mains water connected to it. Yet he faithfully held onto
those promises he had read in the Bible.
Slowly but surely the “new house” could be built and created Demolishing the water tower
out of the humbling of the old. My father would say the same happened to him. He
had to be humbled through illness, and learn to rely entirely on Jesus as his Lord and
Saviour, before he could be entrusted to lead the new work at Ashburnham Place.
So remember this when you see Ashburnham Place, with its garden and grounds in
all its glory today. That every good thing is a gift from God. That it is only when we
acknowledge our need for God, and humble ourselves before Him, that He can
shower us with His blessings and turn our future into something more glorious than
life is today; which is something He longs to do!
Richard Bickersteth

Remembrance Service
Mon 16

7.30pm

Ashburnham Church PCC

Ashburnham Church Hall

Tue 17

10-11.30am

Advent Course

Ashburnham Church Hall

Wed 18

12pm
7.45pm

Village Lunch
Table Tennis

Penhurst Retreat Centre
Village Hall

Thu 19

10am-1pm
7.30pm
8pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
Ashburnham Church Housegroups

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Various Locations

6pm

Ashburnham Church

10.30am

Carols by Candlelight
(no morning service)
Carol Service
No Service at Ashburnham Chapel

10.30am
10.30am

Christmas All Age Commuion
Christmas Day Communion

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer with Carols
Healing Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Fri 20

There was a fantastic turn out for the
annual Remembrance Service at the War
Memorial this year and we were all
grateful for the sun that shone as we
gathered.
This year, there was a poppy cascade from the roof of the Pavilion made up of
hundreds of felt poppies sewn onto a 7m net by a small group of villagers
with some of the poppies made by the children at the Farmyard Nursery.
Thanks to Carol Lovett, Gill Ratcliﬀe, Louise Roberts, Kip White and Jay
Ashworth for putting it tougher and to Rachel Bickersteth, Fay Ramsden and
the Farmyard Nursery for extra poppy sewing! Thanks also to Clive O’Sullivan
and Robin Ratcliﬀe for hanging the cascade.
Thank you to everyone who helped make cakes and savouries and served tea
and coﬀee afterwards. Donations made on the day totalled £162.37 which will
be sent to the Royal British Legion.

Sat 21
Sun 22

Mon 23
Tue 24
Wed 25
Christmas
Day
Thu 26
Boxing
Day
Fri 27
Sat 28
Sun 29

A date for your diary
Sunday 2nd February
Join us to celebrate the start of the farming year
Plough Sunday service followed by lunch
11am at the Village Hall

Penhurst Church

Mon 30
Tue 31
New
Year’s Eve

January Diary
Wed 1
Thu 2

Fri 3

Mon 13
10am-3.30pm
7.30pm
8pm

Art Group Workshop Day
Bell Ringing
Ashburnham Church Housegroups

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Various Locations

10.30am-12pm

February Parish Magazine Deadline
Coffee Stop

Sports Pavilion

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

All Age Service
Holy Communion
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Sat 4
Sun 5

Mon 6
Tue 7

7.45pm

Pub Quiz

10am-1pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
Hour of Prayer

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Agmerhurst Granaryl

Fri 10
Sat 11
Sun 12

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Holy Communion with Children’s Activities
Plough Sunday Morning Prayer
Evening Service

8.30pm

MI

Ash Tree Inn

Wed 15

10am-12pm
12.30
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Village Lunch
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall

Thu 16

10am-1pm
7.30pm
8.00pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
Ashburnham Church House Groups

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Various Locations

Sun 19

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Prayer with Children’s Activities
Holy Communion
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Mon 20

7.30pm

WI

Village Hall

Wed 22

10am-12pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall

Thu 23

10am-1pm
7.30pm
8pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
Ashburnham Church House Groups

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Various Locations

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Holy Communion with Children’s Activities
Morning Prayer
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Fri 17
Sat 18

Ash Tree Inn

Wed 8
Thu 9

Tue 14

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Parish Magazine via Email?
We are looking into ways to reduce the number of magazines we print, for
environmental and cost reasons. As part of this process we would like to ask:
Would you be happy to receive your Parish Magazine via email each month
instead of a paper copy?

Tue 21

Fri 24
Sat 25
Sun 26

Mon 27
Tue 28

Please be assured we are not intending to switch to email unless you have
requested it, we will still produce paper copies which will be delivered to your
door or are available to pick up at various locations.

Wed 29

10am-12pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Parish Council Meeting
Ashburnham Church PCC Meeting
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall

Please get in touch with Jay via the following address if you are interested in
switching to email copies jay.ashworth@btinternet.com

Thu 30

10am-1pm
7.30pm
8pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
Ashburnham Church House Groups

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Various Locations

Fri 31

2pm

Book Club

Street Cottage

