
Ashburnham Estate Properties to rent 

From time to time properties become available to rent on  
the Ashburnham Estate.  If you would like to be contacted when 
something becomes available, without any obligation, please do let us 
know.  Contact the Land Agent, Florence Wolfe on 01273 407012, Mobile 
07458 117431 or email: Florence.Wolfe@struttandparker.com for this and 
any other Ashburnham Estate matters.

Holiday Cottage on the  
Isle of  Wight 

! Quiet	location	with	parking	
! Sleeps	4	plus	1	
! Easy	access	to	the	beach	
! Beautiful	walks	from	the	house	
! Ideal	place	to	relax	and	unwind	
! Lovely	secure	garden	with	

furniture	
! Free	WIFI	

For	more	details,	prices,	pictures	and	
full	information,	go	to	

www.applehousetotlandbay.co.uk		

												ETB	four	star	Gold	Award

J. Birrell 

Oil Fired Boilers, Aga  
and Rayburn 

Servicing and Repairs 
22 Years Experience 

Fully Insured 
Home 01580 880804 
Mobile 079077 95603

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

JF Stoneworks 
                                                                  Specialists in stone 

x NEW MEMORIALS 
x CLEANING & RENOVATION 
x ADDITONAL INSCRIPTIONS 
x GRANITE & MARBLE WORKTOPS 
x STONE BUILDING RESTORATION 
x DOMESTIC STONE WORK 

 

No. 2 Kingswell Estate, Beech Farm, Netherfield Hill, Battle, 
East Sussex, TN33 0LL   Showroom: 01424 774497 

www.jfstoneworks.co.uk   Email: enquiries@jfstoneworks.co.uk 
 

  
 

Please	send	contributions	for	the	July/August	issue	by	Friday	5th	June	
We	reserve	the	right	of	refusal	&	the	right	to	edit	any	articles	

Ashburnham and Penhurst  
Parish Magazine 

June 2020   

ABBEY 
Furniture -  

Catering Equipment -  
Marquee Hire 

We provide catering and 
furniture equipment for  

all events.  

Based in Battle, East Sussex 
we cover Sussex and Kent.  

Please visit our website or call 
us today for a free  

quotation. 
W: 

www.abbeycateringservices.co.uk 
E: 

info@abbeycateringservices.co.uk 
 

T: 01424 830347

Thanks	to	Dave	Walker	at	CartoonChurch.com	for	this	
great	cartoon.	Why	not	have	a	go	at	colouring	it	in?

http://CartoonChurch.com
http://CartoonChurch.com
http://www.abbeycateringservices.co.uk/
mailto:info@abbeycateringservices.co.uk
http://www.applehousetotlandbay.co.uk
http://www.abbeycateringservices.co.uk/
mailto:info@abbeycateringservices.co.uk
http://www.applehousetotlandbay.co.uk


Meridian Marquees 

We provide a complete service for 
the ultimate party, wedding or 

corporate event.  

Our Marquees are an ideal venue in 

all seasons. We provide heating, 
stunning interiors, a wide range of 
furniture, dance floors, stages and 

much more.  

For a free site visit and quotation 

please contact us on  

01424 893757 

07976 704632 

dave@meridian-marquees.co.uk

�
Sarahjane	Prince	Cert.	Ed.	

MSMA.MAR.	

Appointments	in	Dallington	and	
Heathfield	

Sports Massage        Zone Face Lift    
Aromatherapy           Reflexology         
Swedish Massage    Fertility & Delivery      
                                 Reflexology 

07762 576 495 

info@eastsussexmassage.co.uk 
www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk

 

If	you	have	food	or	toiletries	to	
donate,	please	ring	01424	893154	for	
details	of	where	to	drop	them	off.	
Alternatively	use	the	boxes	in	most	

major	supermarkets

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registered with the General Osteopathic Council and the 
Institute of Osteopathy, East Sussex Osteopaths offer clinic 

appointments in Dallington and Heathfield. 

To book, please call 07762 576 492 

www.eastsussex-osteopaths.co.uk 

Calls for complementary advice also welcome 
 
 

Registered with the General Osteopathic 
Council & the Institute of Osteopathy 
East Sussex Osteopaths offer 

clinic appointments in 
Dallington and Heathfield 

To book an appointment, please call  
07762 576 492 

www.eastsussex-osteopaths.co.uk 
Calls for complementary advice  

also welcome

 

A	free	phone	line	offering	hymns,	prayers,	and	reflections	24	hours	a	day	while	
church	buildings	are	closed	because	of	the	coronavirus	received	more	than	
6,000	calls	in	the	first	48	hours.	
The	Archbishop	of	Canterbury,	Justin	Welby,	recently	launched	‘Daily	Hope’	as	a	
simple	new	way	to	bring	worship	and	prayer	into	people’s	homes,	during	the	
lockdown	period.	
The	line	–	which	is	available	24	hours	a	day	on	0800	804	8044	–	has	been	set	up	
particularly	with	those	unable	to	join	online	church	services	in	mind.	
The	service	is	supported	by	the	Church	of	England	nationally	as	well	as	through	
the	Connections	group	based	at	Holy	Trinity	Claygate	in	Surrey	and	the	Christian	
charity	Faith	in	Later	Life.	
Within	48	hours	the	line	had	received	more	than	6,000	calls	from	across	the	
country,	with	many	being	referred	by	friends,	family	or	members.	Calls	have	so	
far	spanned	more	than	50,000	minutes,	with	some	of	those	accessing	the	
service	listening	to	the	music,	prayers	and	reflections	for	up	to	50	minutes	at	a	
time.	
The	Revd	Canon	Dave	Male,	the	Church	of	England’s	Director	of	Evangelism	and	
Discipleship,	said:	“The	volume	of	calls	shows	that	Daily	Hope	is	meeting	a	need.	
“We	have	a	duty	in	these	strange	and	difficult	times	to	find	new	ways	of	bringing	
prayer	and	worship	to	people	wherever	they	are,	and	this	is	one	more	way	of	
helping	people	to	connect	with	God	from	their	own	homes.	
“This	is	such	a	simple	idea	–	planned	and	launched	all	within	a	few	short	weeks	
by	a	small	dedicated	team	–	but	I	pray	it	will	bring	real	comfort,	hope	and	
inspiration	to	people	at	this	time.”	
Callers	to	the	line	hear	a	short	greeting	from	the	Archbishop	before	being	able	
to	choose	from	a	range	of	options,	including	hymns,	prayers,	reflections	and	
advice	on	COVID-19.	
Options	available	include	materials	also	made	available	digitally	by	the	Church	of	
England’s	Communications	team	such	as	Prayer	During	the	Day	and	Night	
Prayer,	updated	daily,	from	Common	Worship,	and	a	recording	of	the	Church	of	
England	weekly	national	online	service.

Over	6,000	calls	in	first	48	
hours	to	Daily	Hope

https://churchofengland.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45&id=a823ae6a3a&e=4df330157a
https://churchofengland.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45&id=a823ae6a3a&e=4df330157a
https://churchofengland.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45&id=a8d3a31fa1&e=4df330157a
https://churchofengland.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45&id=a823ae6a3a&e=4df330157a
https://churchofengland.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45&id=a823ae6a3a&e=4df330157a
https://churchofengland.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45&id=a8d3a31fa1&e=4df330157a
http://www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk
http://www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk


Dear	Friends,	
Over	many	weeks	now	we	have	become	used	to	the	idea	of	‘self-isolation’	
but	on	the	other	hand,	potential	loneliness.	This	prompted	me	to	look	at	
Jesus	when	he	went	away	from	people,	sometimes	in	the	desert,	just	to	be	
alone	and	pray	to	His	Father.	Perhaps	it	is	a	pointer	to	us	to	use	these	times	
of	isolation	as	opportunities	to	be	with	our	Father,	and	in	the	quiet	to	hear	
the	‘still	small	voice’.	As	the	Psalmist	reminds	us:	‘be	still	and	know	that	I	am	
God’	(Psalm	46).	

As	a	supporter	of	‘Open	Doors’,	the	organisation	which	supports	the	
persecuted	church	throughout	the	world,	I	have	become	more	aware	and	
understand	a	little	more	what	life	is	like	every	day	for	secret	believers,	who	to	
become	known	as	a	Christian	often	brings	persecution.		

I	have	to	admire	those	who	keep	their	Christian	faith	hidden	out	of	a	sense	
of	fear,	for	if	their	faith	were	revealed	even	to	their	families	would	mean	
being	cast-out	or	imprisonment	or	worse.		Their	isolation	is	at	a	different	level	
altogether.	

Whatever	the	future	holds	we	can	be	sure	that	God	is	in	control.	As	again	the	
writer	of	psalm	46	reminds	us:	‘The	Lord	Almighty	is	with	us;	the	God	of	Israel	
is	our	fortress’.		God	is	always	there	to	help,	providing	refuge,	security	and	
peace.	

God’s	power	is	complete,	and	his	ultimate	victory	is	certain.	
Meanwhile,	keep	well	and	keep	the	faith!	

With	my	prayers,						PETER	

Shipping Container to rent 
suitable for all types of storage 

For more information ring  
Fay on 07860 113413

Tom Gooders Tree Surgery

Fully qualified tree surgeons

All aspects of tree work 
professionally undertaken

07817 572291

Gardening Services 

(and small D.I.Y. projects) 
  

Contact Clive Kent 

01435 866191 
(mobile 07474 518718)

ROB DEDMAN 

HOME MAINTENANCE 

All work undertaken in and 
around the home 

Painting and decorating  
Bathrooms and tiling 

Tel: 01424 774764 
Mob: 07976 741950 

E: robdedman1066@gmail.com 

References available 
Fully insured

Agmerhurst	Granary,	Kitchenham	Road,	
Ashburnham,	Battle,	TN33	9NA	
Tel:	01424	892941		
p.walker977@btinternet.com	

	Please	note	that	the	inclusion	of	
advertisements	for	local	services	in	
this	magazine	does	not	constitute	

a	recommendation.		

Readers	are	advised	to	make		
their	own	enquiries	to	ensure		

good	service.

on secure site on the outskirts of 
Battle/Hastings 

20’ x 8’ x 8’ (1280 cu.ft) £24 p.w 
or larger containers 

40’ x 9’6” x 8’(3072 cu.ft)£39 p.w 

Please	note	that	there	will	be	no	Church	services	for	the	
foreseeable	future,		all	of	our	Church	and	Chapel	buildings	are	

currently	closed	to	visitors	as	well	

mailto:p.walker977@btinternet.com
mailto:p.walker977@btinternet.com


Free	estimates	and	advice	
	Fast	friendly	service	
	Expert	fitting	by	our	own	fitters	
	Home	selection	service	
	Domestic	and	commercial	
	Competitive	prices	
	Fully	insured	
	All	work	guaranteed	
	Over	500	rugs	in	our	showroom	

Customer	satisfaction	is	very	important	to	us	and	much	of	our	work	has	come	
from	recommendations	and	repeat	orders	since	we	opened	in	1998	

We	supply	and	fit	Carpets,	Vinyls,	
Laminates,	Real	Wood,	Safety	Flooring		

for	every	location	and	budget	

10%	Discount	with	this	ad!

  

Our	showroom	is	at	36	London	Road,		
St	Leonards	on	Sea	
(opposite	Boots)	

Alternatively	you	can	contact	us		
and	we	will	gladly	bring	samples	to	you!	

Just	call	01424	446222	

www.cornercarpetcompany.co.uk	
info@cornercarpetcompany.co.uk

100	Club	
	If	you’ve	signed	up	for	this,	don’t	worry	it	is	still	taking	place!		

Nat	will	make	the	draw	at	the	beginning	of	the	month	and	the	result	will	
be	posted	on	the	Parish	Website…..it	could	be	you!	

May’s	winner	was	Alan	Westgate		

Raise	money	for	the	New	Village	Hall	and	you		
could	win	a	cash	prize!	

It	costs	just	£12	for	a	full	year,		you	could	win	the	monthly	draw	of	£25	
To	sign	up	or	renew	your	membership		
Ring	Robin	or	Gill	on	01424	892674

Book	Club	-	is	going	ahead!	

We	will	meet	on	Friday	26th	June	at	the	usual	time	of	2pm	until	4pm.	
As	usual	we	will	be	talking	about	the	books	we’ve	read	and	enjoyed	since	the	last	

time	we	met	(more	books	than	usual	I’ve	no	doubt).	

Our	gathering	will	take	place	via	the	marvellous	technology	that	is	Zoom.	All	you	
need	is	a	PC,	lap-top	or	tablet.	We	will	be	able	to	talk,	listen	and	see	each	other	

from	the	safety	of	our	own	homes.		

Zoom	is	free	to	download	from	https://zoom.us/download	then	choose	“sign	up	
it’s	free”.	On	the	day	Nicky	will	email	the	meeting	ID	to	all	our	members.		

If	you’re	not	already	on	the	mailing	list	but	would	like	to	join	in,	then	just	email	
Nicky	nickyatstreetcottage@gmail.com	and	we’ll	add	you	to	the	invitation.		

Looking	forward	to	hearing	about	all	the	books	you’ve	been	reading	in	lockdown.		

Manningtons are a local, friendly and practical accountancy firm assisting 
clients through tax advice, accounts, book-keeping, audit, VAT, and 

consultancy services. We can also act as Power of Attorney and Executor for 
both private and business clients. 

We have offices in Heathfield, Battle, Hastings and Hawkhurst, please pay us 
a visit or give us a call on the numbers below. 

8 High Street Heathfield TN21 8LS  ~ Tel 01435 863699 
39 High Street Battle TN33 0EE  ~ Tel 01424774447 

7 Wellington Square Hastings TN34 1PD ~  Tel 01424 721700 
1A Victoria House Hawkhurst TN18 4NR  ~ Tel 01580 752666 

www.manningtons.net 
ICAEW Registered Chartered Accountants No: C001366129 

https://zoom.us/download
mailto:nickyatstreetcottage@gmail.com
http://www.manningtons.net
https://zoom.us/download
mailto:nickyatstreetcottage@gmail.com
http://www.manningtons.net


Pub	Quiz		
at	the	Ash	Tree	Inn	

01424	892104		

Village	Lunch	
at	the	Village	Hall	

For	more	information	
ring	Janet	on	01424	892311

Table	Tennis	Club		
Call	Janet	on	01424	892311		

for	more	information

ASHBURNHAM	&	
	PENHURST	WI

For	more	details	contact		
ashburnhamandpenhurstwi@gmail.com			

MI	
All	men	in	the	Villages	welcome	to	join	
us	for	a	drink	and	find	out	more	about	

our	upcoming	events	

Your Local Satellite Installer and TV 
Aerial Engineer

Telly Addicts install & setup satellite 
equipment in your home, from Sky TV to 
Freeview. Single and multi-room satellite 

installations.

We are based in Hastings and cover East 
Sussex from Eastbourne to Ashford.

Contact Bruce Rigglesford
07973 263652
01424 446642

info@tellyaddicts.co.uk
www.tellyaddicts.co.uk

All	these	events	and	meetings	in	our	
villages	are	postponed	until	further	notice	

Filling	Station		
contact	Catherine	Duggleby	on	07801	

634034	for	information		

Play	Cafe	
call	Margaret	on	01424	777011		

for	information		

The	Art	Group		
email	barbara.cornish@lilve.co.uk	

for	more	information	

Village	Walking	Group		
email	Nicky	on	

nickyatstreetcottage@gmail.com	for	
information

Church	Services	and	groups	at	
Ashburnham	Church,	Penhurst	Church,	

Ashburnham	Chapel	

To	all	Group	Leaders	and	
Members	

if	you	run	or	are	a	member	of	a	group	
that	usually	meets	regularly,	why	not	
try	and	keep	in	touch	virtually	with	
each	other?	It	could	be	the	only	

contact	some	people	get	during	the	
week	and	might	make	a	real	

difference	to	someone	who	is	stuck	
at	home.	

Type to enter text



 

C. Waterhouse & Sons 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY  

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
 

High Street, Burwash, East Sussex, TN19 7ET 
www.cwaterhouseandsons.co.uk   
email: funerals@cwaterhouse.co.uk 

24 Hour Service—Please call (01435) 882219 

Caring and personal service by a family owned company that has 
maintained its traditions of discretion, and professionalism over  

four generations. 

Bespoke Pre-paid  
Funeral Plan 

available 
‘The Independent Way’  

Need a New Septic Tank?

Call BlockBusters on 0800 206 2078   
www.blockbusters.co.uk

Is your Septic Tank festering?
The 2020 Septic Tank Binding Rules could mean fines if yours   
doesn't comply. 

BlockBusters Drainage and Plumbing Services can arrange to 
have your septic tank emptied and then fully inspect the tank 
for any defects or issues. 

BlockBusters can even liaise with your insurers if a new tank is 
needed so you only pay your excess for a whole new system!



  

Orangery	Tea	Room,	Ashburnham	Place,	Battle,	East	Sussex,	TN33	9NF.	
Tel:	01424	894203	Email:	orangery@ashburnham.org.uk	

Hydra Cleaning Services 

Commercial	and	domestic	
Fully	insured	

o Windows	–		interior	and	exterior	
o Gutter	clearance	
o Fascias	and	soffits	
o Weatherboarding	
o Pressure	washing	

All	cleaned	with	our	unique	pure	
hot	water	system	

Call	James	for	a	free	quote,	
Tel:	07515460008	

Email:	hydracleaning@mail.com	

www.hydracleaning.co.uk

	
 WILL WRITING SERVICE 

Usual fee per will 
£145 plus VAT 

Free wills brochure  
available on request 

(Lasting Powers of Attorney  
from £235 + VAT) 
Tel: 01323 460395 

Barry & Co Solicitors 
Bay Terrace, Pevensey Bay 

East Sussex BN24 6EE 

PROBATE ADVICE 
No obligation legal advice on 
initiating Probate and Estate 

Administration 
Tel: 01323 768382 

Or contact  
rachel@barryandco.org 

 
	

We are closed until further notice due to 

Covid 19 regulations. 

See our website

www.ashburnham.org.uk/orangery-tea-room

or facebook page for up to date information

CHAPEL	NEWS	

It	is	now	11	Sundays	since	churches	had	to	close.		However,	since	3rd	May	
we	have	held	a	service	every	Sunday	via	Zoom.		The	first	service	was	a	
little	bit	of	an	experiment	but	apart	from	the	fact	that	some	people	had	
difficulty	logging	in	we	had	a	wonderful	time	of	worship	together.		Each	
week	our	numbers	have	increased	as	people	get	to	hear	about	our	
“Virtual	Service”	and	want	to	join	us.		If	you	would	also	like	to	join	us	
email	me	Fay	on	oframsden@hotmail.co.uk.you	will	of	course	need	to	
download	ZoomUS/Custom	if	you	haven’t	already	got	it.	

I	have	also	been	enjoying	the	Service	at	10-45a.m	on	BBC	and	Songs	of	
Praise	at	1-15	p.m			

Keeping	in	touch	with	all	our	Chapel	Members	sees	me	on	the	phone	for	
hours	and	I	probably	spend	more	time	chatting	to	everybody	than	I	
would	normally!	

VE	Day	came	and	went	and	as	I	am	isolated	here	on	the	farm	with	no	
neighbours	there	was	no	hint	of	any	celebrations.		It	is	the	same	on	
Thursday	evenings	when	the	nation	claps	and	pays	tribute	to	the	NHS	
workers.		There	is	silence	here	on	the	farm,	we	do	of	course	see	
everything	happening	on	the	T.V	

As	I	write	this	the	country	is	experiencing	storm	force	winds	and	we	
woke	this	morning	to	find	huge	tree	branches	that	had	blown	off	the	
trees	lying	on	the	drive	and	in	the	field	in	front	of	the	house.		There	is	also	
a	fibre	optic	cable	lying	on	the	drive	but	luckily	I	still	have	an	internet	
connection	as	I	have	a	special	little	box	which	provides	the	internet	via	4G	
when	the	fibre	optic	fails.	This	has	enabled	me	to	continue	organising	our	
Sunday	Service,	and	to	keep	in	touch	with	those	that	have	email.	

I	have	to	admit	that	I	didn’t	think	I	would	ever	see	the	day	when	churches	
all	over	the	country	were	closed,	however	many	are	finding	ways	of	
producing	worship	material	and	statistics	seem	to	indicate	that	more	
people	than	normal	are	turning	to	these	in	the	face	of	adversity.		Let	us	
pray	that	they	will	continue	once	things	get	back	to	normal.		Wouldn’t	it	
be	great	if	Sundays	returned	to	‘days	of	old’	when	people	spent	time	
going	to	church	and	just	being	with	their	family.	

mailto:oframsden@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:hydracleaning@mail.com
http://www.hydracleaning.co.uk/
mailto:hydracleaning@mail.com
http://www.hydracleaning.co.uk/
mailto:oframsden@hotmail.co.uk


Ashburnham Doggy  
Day-Care and Boarding 

At work or out all day? 
Drop your dog off with me for  

care and walkies! 
8am to 5pm - £20 

Half day sessions £10 
Overnight care also available 

Louise Edwards 
Timberyard Cottage, Ashburnham 

Call 01424 893239 
Or mobile:  07818 086004

Grounds and Gardens 

All upcoming events and walks 
have been cancelled, please see 

the paragraph from Paul and 
Andy elsewhere in the magazine 

for more information.  

We look forward to seeing you  
all again soon. Stay safe. 

www.ashburnham.org.uk  

  

During	the	lockdown,	the	peacefulness	here	at	Penhurst	Retreat	Centre	has	
heightened,	the	birdsong	and	rustle	of	the	wind	clearer	than	ever,	but	the	
absence	of	people	does	feel	strange.		
There	is	plenty	going	on	while	the	centre	remains	closed	–	garden	projects,	
redecorating,	preparing	for	re-opening	and	next	year’s	programme	–	but	we	are	
looking	forward	to	welcoming	you	through	our	doors	again	once	the	government	
and	situation	allows.	
We	are	also	thinking	about	how	to	create	opportunities	once	we	re-open	for	
people	to	process	and	reflect	on	the	changes	this	difficult	time	has	brought,	such	
as	the	passing	of	loved	ones	or	loss	of	jobs	and	livelihoods,	and/or	questions	of	
faith	and	where	is	God	in	all	of	this?			
In	the	meantime,	we	continue	to	think	of	and	pray	for	you	all.		We	pray	together	
most	weekdays,	and	with	the	staff	team	via	Zoom	once	a	week,	so	do	let	us	know	
if	there’s	anything	you	would	like	prayer	for.	

With	love	and	blessings,	
Joanna	and	Nicci 

www.penhurst.org.uk 
01424 892088 

info@penhurst.org.uk

Rev	Peter	Walker	sends	out	services,	contact	him	to	go	on	the	distribution	list:	
p.walker977@btinternet.com			

Ashburnham	Chapel	Services	via	Zoom	email	Fay	on	offramsden@hotmail.co.uk	
to	be	added	to	the	invitation	list	

Church	of	England	services	and	prayers:		https://www.churchofengland.org/more/
media-centre/church-online		

Chichester	Cathedral	are	streaming	services	and	more	resources	can	be	found	on	
the	Diocesan	website	https://www.chichester.anglican.org/videos/	https://
www.chichestercathedral.org.uk/worship/live-service		

St	Mary’s,	Stoke	BIshop:	Regular	daily	and	weekly	services,	many	led	by	Rev	Jema	
Ball,	Richard	&	Storm’s	daughter	https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCR2Yh7jxjVEh1t-wYDp5kxA		

One	Church	Brighton,		weekly	services	broadcast	live	YouTube	https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCeX_ymBID31yiraoINMeDBg		

For	those	with	young	children,	there	are	resources	and	Bible	stories	here	https://
www.diddydisciples.org	&	https://content.scriptureunion.org.uk	

All	Souls	Langham	Place	stream	traditional	and	informal	services		https://
www.allsouls.org/		

Goudhurst	and	Kilndown	Churches	(Richard	and	Rachel’s	previous	church,	https://

contacts.google.com/?hl=en&tab=mC&authuser=0			

Holy	Trinity	Brompton	https:https://www.htb.org/		

The	Church	of	England	has	launched	a	

Resources	to	help	us	worship	at	home!	
Church	buildings	may	be	closed	

but	many	worshipping	
communities	have	turned	to	
technology	to	help	them	keep	
connected	during	this	time.	The	
benefit	for	all	of	us	is	that	we	can	
virtually	attend	services	from	

across	the	country	or	the	world	
from	the	comfort	of	our	own	

homes!	Here	are	some	useful	links.	
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A	heartfelt	prayer	for	these	times	by	theologian	and	minister		
Nadia	Bolz-Weber	

I	do	not	know	when	we	can	gather	together	again	in	worship,	Lord.	
So,	for	now	I	just	ask	that:	
When	I	sing	along	in	my	kitchen	to	each	song	on	Stevie	Wonder’s	Songs	in	The	
Key	of	Life	Album,	that	it	be	counted	as	praise.	(Happy	70thBirthday,	SW!)	
And	that	when	I	read	the	news	and	my	heart	tightens	in	my	chest,	may	it	be	
counted	as	a	Kyrie.		
And	that	when	my	eyes	brighten	in	a	smile	behind	my	mask	as	I	thank	the	
cashier	may	it	be	counted	as	passing	the	peace.	
And	that	when	I	water	my	plants	and	wash	my	dishes	and	take	a	shower	may	
it	be	counted	as	remembering	my	baptism.	
And	that	when	the	tears	come	and	my	shoulders	shake	and	my	breathing	
falters,	may	it	be	counted	as	prayer.	
And	that	when	I	stumble	upon	a	Tabitha	Brown	video	and	hear	her	grace	and	
love	of	you	may	it	be	counted	as	a	hearing	a	homily.	
And	that	as	I	sit	at	that	table	in	my	apartment,	and	eat	one	more	homemade	
meal,	slowly,	joyfully,	with	nothing	else	demanding	my	time	or	attention,	may	
it	be	counted	as	communion.	
Amen.	

I	immediately	liked	this	prayer,	it	is	reminiscent	of	traditional	Celtic	christian	
themes,	summed	up	beautifully	by	Revd	John	Hornblow		
(http://www.pilgrimagenz.nz/pdf/CeltsNotes.pdf)	

“To	the	Celts,	the	grace	of	God	was	seen	as	restoring	humanity	and	creation	
to	their	God-given	natural	goodness.	Repentance	was	a	turning	to	what	is	
deeply	planted	within	us,	the	light	that	has	not	been	overcome	by	darkness…
Celtic	Christianity	originates	from	a	self	giving	God	and	a	belief	that	all	life	is	
an	expression	of	God….The	ordinary	is	seen	as	a	frontier	to	another	world	
with	God	accessible	and	eternity	close.	Routine	and	daily	tasks	are	a	source	of	
God’s	glory	and	point	to	an	awareness	of	God’s	presence.	Sacred	and	secular	
are	not	separate	and	distinct	and	this	is	reflected	in	their	prayers”			

‘The	light	that	has	not	been	overcome	by	darkness’.	Let’s	be	aware	of	this	
God-light	within	each	of	us,	within	all	living	things,	let	us	give	God	praise	when	
we	encounter	it	in	ourselves	or	in	others	and	have	the	courage	to	fan	it	into	
flame	wherever	we	find	it.		

Jay	
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"105"	IS	THE	NUMBER	TO	CALL	IF	YOU	
GET	A	POWER	CUT	

105	is	a	single	helpline	service	for	
householders	to	report	power	failures	or	
safety	concerns,	or	to	get	information	

during	a	blackout.		
Calls	to	105	are	free	of	charge	and	will	
put	you	through	to	your	local	electricity	
network	operator.	You	can	call	105	from	

landlines	and	most	mobile	phones.

Battle	Area	Community	Transport	
The	weekly	bus	is	cancelled	until		

further	notice		

Parish	Magazine	Contact	Details		
	To	advertise	phone	Fay	on	07860	113413	

oframsden@hotmail.co.uk	
If	you	have	a	question	about	delivery	
contact	Catherine	on	07801	634034			
To	submit	articles	or	village	notices	

contact	Jay	Ashworth	on		
01424	532972	/	07876	484945	or		

email	jay.ashworth@btinternet.com

For	Ashburnham	Church	events	and	information	go	to	
www.ashburnhamandpenhurstchurches.org.uk	

Ashburnham	Chapel	Website	
www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk		

For	Village	events	and	information	go	to		
	www.ashburnham-penhurst.net

For	information	about	Church	Services		
Ashburnham	Church		 	 	
Revd	Peter	Walker	 01424	892941	
p.walker977@btinternet.com		
Penhurst	Church	 	 	
Anthony	Ramsey	 01323	764557	
Ashburnham	Chapel	 	 	
Fay	Ramsden	 	 07860	113413	
	 	 	 01424	830078

BOOK THE VILLAGE HALL 
Redecorated throughout.   
Fully equipped kitchen. 

Perfect for meetings, recreation  
and weddings. 

Hall 16mx7m, Small Room 
8mx6m 

Ring Gill on 01424 892674

Ashburnham Sports Pavilion 
Available for hire for all  
recreational activities.  

Fully equipped kitchen, tables, chairs. 
Amazing location, great for parties.  

Lots of outside space to use.  
50% reduction in fees for residents 

See parish website (Venues) to book 
or email 

clerk@asburnham-penhurst.net  

Luxurious New Care Home 
in Bexhill-on-Sea
Every aspect of our new care home which is now open for residents  
has been planned with the people we care for in mind...  
at Earlsfield Court, people will always come first. 

If you would like further information, please contact  
our friendly Home Admissions Advisor on 01424 868 320  
or see our website: www.cinnamoncc.com/earlsfield

Residential Care  I  Dementia Care  I  Respite Care

Luxury Care Home in Bexhill-on-Sea 
Earlsfield Court Care Home, Brooklands Road, Little Common, Bexhill-on-Sea, TN39 4FQ

t: 01424 868 320   e: earlsfield.haa@cinnamoncc.com  w: cinnamoncc.com/earlsfield

NOW
OPEN
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From Ashburnham Place  

We are all living through challenging times and neighbours are more 
important than ever.  If there is any way you think we might be able 
to help you or the villages over the coming weeks please do get in 

touch. We have offered via the Parish Council to help with picking up 
prescriptions and cash, check out the centre pages of the magazine 
for more information about this service. If there are other ways we 
can help, get in touch, maybe we can help with shopping, checking 

in on local isolated or elderly people or any other ideas you may 
have. We will also be regularly praying for our local communities so 

please let us know if there is anything specific we can pray for. 
It is with some sadness that we have taken the decision to close the 

grounds and gardens, Orangery Tea Room and Be the Word 
Bookshop to the general public in order to play our part in limiting 

non-essential travel, this will mean the main gates and car parks will 
be closed.  However, we would like our local neighbours to be able to 

walk the grounds so please feel welcome to use the back gate and 
enjoy a stroll around Broadwater, for your daily exercise, in 

accordance with the guidelines laid out by the Government. Please 
keep your distance from the main buildings, the Orangery etc and 
respect all other guidance for the safety of our onsite community.  

Paul and Andy  

Garden	and	Nature	Notes	

I	am	writing	this	in	mid-May	on	one	of	the	unseasonably	hot	days	we	have	been	
enjoying.	The	garden	is		very	busy	at	the	moment	with	birds	busily	collecting	
food	for		their	young,	damselflies	and	chasers	flitting	over	the	ponds	and	

butterflies	flying	past,	making	the	most	of	the	warm	sunshine.		

The	nuthatches,	blue	tits,	great	tits,	starlings	and	robins	nesting	in	the	woods	
and	garden	are	all	feeding	young	judging	by	the	sheer	amount	of	activity	that	is	
going	on	with	adults	flying	in	and	out	of	nest	sites	multiple	times	a	day.	We	have	
enjoyed	seeing	a	pair	of	swallows	swooping	over	the	ponds	collecting	insects	as	

they	go;	I	know	several	pairs	are	nesting	in	the	Walled	Kitchen	Garden	at	
Ashburnham	Place	so	I	wonder	if	they’re	heading	back	there	after	checking	out	

the	insects	that	are	available	over	here.		

One	of	the	projects	we’ve	been	working	on	this	month	is	putting	the	finishing	
touches	to	the	ponds	in	the	garden.	The	wildlife	is	loving	the	water	and	we	see	
newts,	frogs	and	toads	most	days.	A	family	of	young	ducklings	has	taken	to	
popping	by	for	a	dip	in	the	morning	and	we	also	have	a	beautiful	grass	snake	

who	enjoys	hanging	out	near	the	rocks	by	one	of	the	waterfalls.	We	enjoy	aerial	
displays	from	damselflies	and	chasers	and	are	looking	forward	to	seeing	
dragonflies	soon	too,	as	dusk	falls,	the	bats	take	over	flying	display	duties.		

Introducing	water	is	a	fantastic	way	of	increasing	the	variety	of	wildlife	in	the	
garden.	Not	everyone	has	the	space	or	budget	to	create	a	large	pond	but	most	
of	us	have	room	for	a	pond	in	a	tub!	The	first	pond	I	had	was	in	a	large	rubber	
tub	trug.	I	had	room	for	a	few	pond	plants,	some	rocks	and	not	much	else	but	
still	the	wildlife	came	and	in	the	spring	I	had	so	many	frogs	visiting	that	I	had	to	
remove	some	of	the	frogspawn	they	laid	as	there	simply	wasn’t	room	for	it	all!		

If	you	are	interested	in	creating	a	mini	pond,	check	this	link	out		
https://www.jackwallington.com/how-to-make-a-micro-wildlife-pond-in-a-pot/	
It	is	a	great	article	by	Jack	Wallington	(garden	designer	and	author	of	the	great	
book	‘Wild	About	Weeds’)	that	describes	how	to	create	a	wildlife	friendly	mini	

pond	and	recommends	suitable	plants	for	tiny	spaces.	It	could	be	a	good	project	
to	do	as	a	family	and	if	your	neighbours	have	a	pond,	why	not	ask	for	some	
water	to	start	it	off	or	even	some	spare	pond	plants	if	they	have	them!	

Jay	Ashworth			

Flower Show and Country Fair  

It is with sadness that we announce the cancellation of  this year’s 
popular Flower Show and Country Fair due to be held at the end of  July. 

With ongoing restrictions in place due to Covid 19 and uncertainty 
about when large gatherings will once again be permitted, the organisers 

felt that it was right to cancel the Flower Show and Fair at this stage.  

All those on the organising group are sorry to have made this decision, 
we hope that by next summer we will be able to come back and host our 

fantastic Flower Show and Country Fair once again! 

https://www.jackwallington.com/how-to-make-a-micro-wildlife-pond-in-a-pot/
https://www.jackwallington.com/how-to-make-a-micro-wildlife-pond-in-a-pot/


Grass	Verges	

A	few	of	us	were	disappointed	to	find	that	the	grass	verges	had	been	cut	
through	much	of	the	village	in	mid	May	when	cow	parsley,	orchids	and	other	

wildflowers	were	still	blooming	and	looking	beautiful.		
East	Sussex	County	Council	Highways	department	are	responsible	for	

maintaining	the	grass	verges.	They	have	given	me	details	of	their	Wildlife	
Verges	scheme	which	is	summarised	as	follows:	

“Within	East	Sussex,	we	have	around	1500ha	of	highway	verges.	About	26ha	in	
over	130	locations	are	designated	as	Wildlife	Verges	which	we	manage	for	the	
special	wildlife	they	support,	and	to	help	us	comply	with	our	legal	duties	to	

conserve	and	enhance	biodiversity,	as	contained	in	the	2006	Natural	
Environment	and	Rural	Communities	Act.	

One	of	our	verges	contains	68%	of	the	UK	population	of	Spiked	Rampion,	
protected	under	Schedule	8	of	the	1981	Wildlife	and	Countryside	Act.	
Verges	may	be	designated	for	supporting	rare	or	vulnerable	species	or	

communities,	important	habitats,	or	simply	because	they	are	valued	by	the	
local	community	and	allow	people	to	have	contact	with	the	natural	world,	

especially	in	urban	areas.	
Anyone	can	request	the	designation	of	a	new	wildlife	verge”	

The	charity	called	Plantlife	has	produced	a	detailed	and	easy	to	read	guide	to	
verge	management	and	suggests	that	one	later	cutting,	between	July	and	

September	is	best	for	species	diversity.	You	can	look	at	the	guide	by	following	
this	link:		

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/application/files/4614/8232/2916/
Road_verge_guide_17_6.pdf		

If	anyone	is	interested	in	pursuing	this	then	please	get	in	touch.	It	would	be	
good	to	meet	up	(virtually	if	needed!)	to	discuss	what	might	be	done	and	to	

hear	different	points	of	view.		

Jay	Ashworth	
jay.ashworth@btinternet.com	

Parish Council continued.  

The end of May meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for the last 
Wednesday of the month as usual.  Because of the Coronavirus 
restrictions the meeting has to be a virtual meeting online using the 
Zoom application with which many people will now be familiar.  However, 
it is still a meeting held in public which means that members of the public 
may listen in.  As the meeting is on 27th May you might receive this 
newsletter before or after the meeting.  If it is before then you can email 
the clerk to receive an invitation to join the meeting and listen in.   

With the cancellation of the Annual Village Meeting the Parish Council 
has not been able to report to electors nor to engage in any dialogue on 
topical issues.  The council is planning to use direct mail to all 
households again at the appropriate time. 

Brian Holdstock, Clerk to the Council 
Email: clerk@ashburnham-penhurst.net 
Land line: 01323 832082 with answering machine Text: 07836 716723 
If leaving telephone voice messages be sure to leave your name and a 
call back number. 

Council meetings are on the last Wednesday of alternate months (next is 27 
May) and the Planning Committee (if required) meets on the last Wednesday of 
intervening months. 

All meetings are in public and members of the public are encouraged to attend.  
This includes online meetings during the Coronavirus restrictions.  If you wish to 
listen in then email the clerk in order to be sent the invitation link a few minutes 
before the start of the meeting.  There is an agenda slot near the start of the 
meeting for members of the public to address the Council.  The agenda is 
published online at the village web site three clear days before the meeting and 
hard copy is put on the notice boards at The Chapel and Penhurst Granary. 

A summary of currently undecided or recently determined planning applications 
is on the ‘Planning’ page at the village web site.  It contains a link to the Rother 
DC planning portal if you want to view documents. 

Parish Pump 0800 246 5591 
Mon-Sat 12pm - 4pm, 7-8pm. 

Call this number for a friendly chat 

Parish Council Hotline 07836 716723 
Call this number if you are worried about yourself or a neighbour,  

if you need help or advice or would like to offer assistance

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/application/files/4614/8232/2916/Road_verge_guide_17_6.pdf
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Important	Contact	Details		

www.gov.uk/coronavirus	-	for	up	to	date	and	detailed	guidance		
www.nhs.uk	-	for	information	about	what	to	do	if	you	fall	ill		
www.ashburnham-penhurst.net	-	for	local	guidance		

Parish Council  

At the start of the Covid19 pandemic crisis the Parish Council tried to 
anticipate the needs of the community.  The council meeting scheduled for 
the end of March was hastily brought forward to 20th March and at an 
extraordinary meeting of the council, where social distancing was 
observed with members sat at individual tables several metres apart and 
just days before the lockdown, three needs were identified.  These were 
logistical support with fetching and carrying shopping and prescriptions, 
companionship for those self isolating and carrying on parish council 
business as usual. 

Nearly two months later it is  possible to start to evaluate how those needs 
materialised and were met.  The support with fetching and carrying has 
proved effective.  Most calls to the hot line were in the first three weeks 
and all requests were met with volunteers shopping or collecting 
prescriptions.  Happily, a number of these have become regular 
arrangements without the need to call the hot line again.  However, 07836 
716723 remains ready to field requests as and when needed. 

The provision of some companionship has to be at arms length and an 0800 
telephone number was set up with volunteers being ready to take calls six 
days a week between the hours of noon and 4pm and again for an hour in 
the evening for anyone needing someone just to talk to.  The telephone 
number was publicised by a direct mail shot to every household as many, 
and especially perhaps those most in need of companionship, would not 
know about it from social media.  However, in the event no-one has ever 
called that number.  The conclusion one could draw is that there is no need 
for this provision and if so this has to be good news and a positive reflection 
on the cohesiveness of our community. 

Finally, in terms of business-as-usual for the Parish Council there has been 
a complete stoppage of income from letting the pavilion and the cricket field.  
However, the good news is that the council applied for and was granted a 
Business Support Grant of £10,000. 

Continued on the following page. 

	Yummy	Scrummy	Carrot	Cake	Recipe	

Some	of	you	will	probably	remember	the	Village	Cookbook	produced	
a	few	years	ago.	I	found	this	delicious	looking	recipe	for	carrot	cake	

submitted	by	Tina	French.	It	looks	quite	straightforward	-		
perhaps	something	to	bake	with	the	kids	to	help	keep	them	occupied		

for	a	few	minutes!	

Ingredients	

6oz		 light	muscovado	sugar		
6fl	oz		 mild	olive	oil	
3		 large	eggs	lightly	beaten	
5oz		 grated	carrot	
4oz	 raisins	or	sultanas	
Grated	zest	of	a	large	orange	
6oz	 self	raising	flour	
1	tsp		 bicarbonate	of	soda	
1	tsp	 ground	cinnamon	
½	tsp	 ground	nutmeg	

Frosting:		
6oz		 icing	sugar	
2	tbsp	 orange	juice		

Method	

1:	 Tip	the	sugar	into	a	large	boil,	pour	in	the	oil	and	lightly	mix	in		
	 the	eggs	
2:	 Add	the	grated	carrots,	raisins	or	sultanas	and	the	orange	zest	
3:		 Mix	together	the	flour,	spices,	bicarbonate	of	soda	and	sift		
	 into	the	bowl.	Lightly	mix	all	the	ingredients	
4:	 Pour	the	mixture	into	an	oiled	and	lined	7”	or	8”	square	tin	and	
	 bake	at	Gas	4/180C/fan	oven	160C	for	40-45	minute	until	firm		
	 and	springy	when	pressed	in	the	centre.	Cool	in	the	tin	for	5		
	 minutes	and	then	turn	it	out	onto	a	cooling	rack	
5:	 Beat	together	the	frosting	ingredients	and	drizzle	over	the		
	 top.	Leave	to	set	then	cut	into	slices	and	enjoy!		



Information	from	your	Parish	Council	

Call	07836	716723	

If	you	are	worried	about	yourself	or	a	neighbour	
If	you	need	help	or	advice	
If	you	would	like	to	offer	help	or	assistance		

Call	Ashburnham	Place	Reception	-	01424	892244		

If	you	need	help	picking	up	prescriptions	or	getting	cash	

Go	to	www.ashburnham-penhurst.net		

For	up	to	date	information	
For	a	list	of	other	useful	numbers	-	including	other	local	stores	
and	post	offices	that	are	offering	delivery	services			

Let’s	keep	looking	out	for	one	another	during	this	
difficult	time,	give	a	neighbour	a	call,	offer	to	help	if	
you	can,	give	updates	to	those	you	know	without	

internet	access	and	above	all	
let’s	all	stay	safe!

Useful	Contact	Details		

Ninfield	Stores:		
01424	892281	chris@ninfield.com	
 
Ash	Tree	Inn	-	for	groceries	and	takeaways		
01424	892104	

Ashburnham	and	Penhurst	Facebook	Page:		
www.facebook.com/groups/penhurstandashburnham/	

Ashburnham	Church	Facebook	Page:	
www.facebook.com/AshburnhanPlace/	

Ashburnham	Chapel	Website	
www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk		

Play	Cafe	Facebook	Page:	
www.facebook.com/groups/thePlaycafe/	

WI	Facebook	Page:		
www.facebook.com/ashburnhamWI/	

Ashburnham	and	Penhurst	Parish	Council	Facebook	Page:	
www.facebook.com/AshburnhamPenhurstPC/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
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