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HAZEL LODGE Ashburnham and Penhurst

- Parish Magazine
Care as unique May 2024

as you are

Imagine a little peace of mind...

..with the reassurance that your loved one is surrounded by
caring people who value them for the unique person that they are.

Where they’re supported fo continue their comforting routines,
enjoy their favourite food, and spend time doing the
hobbies and interests that they love most.

You can expect all this and more for your loved one at Hazel Lodge.

Call to find out how we can help you.
63 North Trade Road, Battle, East Sussex, TN33 OHW
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Proud to be part of Barchester - celebrating 30 years of care.

www.barchester.com/HazelLodge

—

Ashburnham Church from the ardens of Ashburnham Place

Please send contributions for the June edition by Friday 3rd May
We reserve the right of refusal & the right to edit any articles



CHURCH SERVICES IN MAY at
ASHBURNHAM & PENHURST CHURCHES

5th May 10.30am Rogation Service at Kitchenham Farm,
Kitchenham Road, TN33 9NP
Please note, no Sunday Service at either Penhurst or
Ashburnham Churches today.

12th May 9.15am Holy Communion (BCP) at Penhurst
Followed by APCM
11am Holy Communion (CW) at Ashburnham

19th May 9.15 am Holy Communion (BCP) at Penhurst
Pentecost 11 am Morning Prayer (CW) at Ashburnham
26th May 9.15am Morning Prayer (BCP) at Penhurst
Trinity Sunday 11am Holy Communion (CW) at Ashburnham

BCP stands for Book of Common Prayer and CW stands for Common Worship -
these are the different orders of services used at each church.

Ashburnham Chapel
Ashburnham Chapel meet at 6.30pm each Sunday.
The service is also on Zoom live for those that cannot attend.
Get in touch with Fay Ramsden on 07860 113413 or 01424 830078 or go to the
Chapel website www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk for more information. Also see
the Chapel News later in this magazine for more details.

Prayer and Pastoral Care for our Villages
Revd Gary Cregeen is responsible for the pastoral care of parishioners, and
welcomes the opportunity to meet everyone. If you would value a visit, either for a
chat, prayer, or Holy Communion at home, please contact him . Ashburnham Church
regularly prays for everyone who lives and works in our villages and we are happy to
receive requests for prayer at our various services and meetings. There are also

“Prayer Boxes” at St Peter’s Church in Ashburnham Place, and outside Ashburnham

Chapel at Ponts Green where you can write a card (anonymously if you wish) for a
specific issue. These will be offered for prayer on a regular basis and dealt with in the

strictest confidence. Ashburnham Church is open daily for private prayer too.

OPTIMUM

PLUMBING. HEATING AND COOLING

&

Are you looking for a
reliable plumber?

Your local plumbing and heating engineer,
fully qualified and insured to undertake the
following work;

Boiler service, repair and installation.

Air source heat pump service and
installation.

General plumbing.

Power flushing.

Bathroom installations.

Landlord gas safety certificates.
Same day service with no call out charge.

07791666357
www.optimumbhvac.co.uk



Shipping Container to rent

suitable for all types of storage
on secure site on the outskirts of

Battle/Hastings
20’ x 8’ x 8’ (1280 cu.ft) £25 p.w
or larger containers
40°x 9°6” x 8’(3072 cu.ft)£48 p.w

For more information ring
Fay on 07860 113413

To Advertise here
contact Fay for
details and rates

07860 113413
or email
oframsden(@hotmail.co.uk

Tom Gooders Tree Surgery
Fully qualified tree surgeons

All aspects of tree work

J. Birrell
Oil Fired Boilers, Aga
and Rayburn
Servicing and Repairs
22 Years Experience

professionally undertaken Fully Insured
Home 01580 880804
07817 572291 Mobile 079077 95603
@@@@@@555%2@@@@@@ Bexhill The food bankis

ASHBURNHAM

PLACE

Are you looking for a speaker for a
group you run or are a member of?

Jay gives popular illustrated talks on

The History of Ashburnham Place
The Grounds and Gardens through
the Seasons
Capability Brown at Ashburnham
Place

Email ashworthjay1@gmail.com
or phone 07876484945
for more information

foodbanhk @ "

Battle Branch Wednesday
1-2.30pm

Come & enjoy a
cuppa, a chat and
get what you need.

If you're struggling to
buy food, we can help
you with -

* Food

* Toiletries

¢ Cleaning supplies

¢ Baby food/ nappies

¢ Pre-loaded SIM cards
¢ Fuel voucher

referrals

* Signposting/ Advice

from our CAB Advisor

Upper Church Hall, St
Mary's Church.
Upper Lake

Battle, TN33 0AN

Go through the car
park & take the
upper path, through
the gate & across the
bridge.

You can request a voucher from schools,
churches, NHS/social workers, your doctor or
call the CAB on 01424 869352 & leave your
name, number & say you'd like a food voucher.
They will prioritise you & call you back. Call
at least 5 days before you want to visit.

info@bexhill.foodbank.org.uk // 07866 570468

Les Miserables is one of the most popular musicals of all time and is probably my
favourite. Though originally written over 160 years ago, the story continues to
capture hearts and imaginations today. The two characters at the centre of Victor
Hugo’s novel are the policeman Javert (played by Russell Crowe in the film version)
and the convict Jean Valjean (Hugh Jackman). Javert is a man of the law, zealous in
his commitment to it and enslaved by the fear of wrongdoing. Valjean, the man
outside the law, is reborn into a life of compassion and love through the freedom
brought by forgiveness. Having stolen some silver from a bishop who had shown
him compassion, Javert tries to take him back to prison, but the bishop intervenes,
claiming to have given Valjean the silver as a gift. The ex-convict is astonished: but
the bishop knows what he’s doing. ‘Now remember this, my brother,’ he sings.
‘See in this some higher plan.” The bishop wants Valjean to see a divine hand in the
unexpected act of mercy, and to be transformed by it.

Valjean’s world is changed forever by this act of grace, he casts off his old identity,
and commits himself to a life of mercy and service. Rising to become the town
mayor, he encounters Fantine (Anne Hathaway), a single mother forced into
prostitution, and agrees to adopt her daughter Cosette who is effectively a slave to
the cruel Thénadiers, until Valjean comes along. Through a chain of events which
seems set in motion by divine intervention, we see Cosette lifted out of poverty
and into a new life where she is loved and cherished.

Despite the passing years Valjean realises that Javert is still intent on hunting him
down and the startling contrast between these two men reveals the heart of the
story. The policeman thinks that because he’s upheld the law, he has God on his
side. But the ex-convict begins at rock-bottom, knowing that he doesn’t deserve
anything from God. He is certainly imperfect, but he discovers that God loves and
cares for him despite his crimes. In contrasting their journeys, the story becomes a
parable about our different reactions to God’s mercy and grace.

In one of His own parables, Jesus talked about two sons: a younger brother who
wasted his father’s money before returning destitute and humbled, and an older
brother who believed he’d lived well enough to earn his father’s favour. To the
surprise of His original hearers, Jesus suggested that the younger son was in a far
better position. Les Misérables echoes His message, and this, perhaps, is the key to
its popularity and power. We all love a good story— but more than anything,
whether we acknowledge it or not, there is in all of us an innate hunger for
acceptance, forgiveness, and mercy — which lies at the heart of God’s Good News
for all of us.

God Bless, Revd Gary

Revd Gary Cregeen Priest-in-Charge of Ashburnham with
Penhurst, Agmerhurst Granary, Ashburnham. TN33 gNA
T: 01424 612324  email: gary@GandJCregeen.co.uk



mailto:oframsden@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:gary@GandJCregeen.co.uk
mailto:ashworthjay1@gmail.com
https://www.liveabout.com/reasons-to-love-les-miserables-2713322

ASCENSION DAY - Thursday 9th May
At Easter we celebrate Jesus’ death in our place on the Cross and His victory over
death - the resurrection. However, there is another significant event in the life
and ministry of Jesus which often passes without much notice — His Ascension,
which took place forty days after Easter.
Ascension Day is being marked locally with a Holy Communion Service at
Penhurst Church at 10.30 am on Thursday 9th May. Revd Gary will be officiating.
All are welcome to come along; refreshments will be served afterwards.

St Michael the Archangel Church, Penhurst
Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
Sunday 12th May at 10.45 am at Penhurst Church
Every year, churches hold an annual meeting, where they get to see the church
accounts, hear reports ofall the activities that have been going on over the past
twelve months, and elect people to serve in various
capacities in the church. The Penhurst Annual Church Meeting will take place in
the Church on Sunday 12th May at around 10.45 am, following Holy Communion
(BCP, at 9.15 am, until 10.05 am). Refreshments will
be served after the service and before the APCM. Everyone is welcome to
attend, but only those on the electoral roll of the church will be entitled to take
part in the various elections. For more details about the
meeting, or nomination forms for Churchwardens, PCC (Parochial Church
Council) and Deanery Synod members, please contact Revd Gary

NB The APCM for Ashburnham Church took place on Sunday 21 st April, details

( ( We supply and fit Carpets, Vinyls,
O rn er a rp et Laminates, Real Wood, Safety Flooring

for every location and budget

ompan
L-p_‘y 107% Discount with this ad!

kFree estimates and advice Our showroom is at 36 London Road,

%k Fast friendly service : St Leonards on Sea

%k Expert fitting by our own fitters : (opposite Boots)

k Home s?lectlon service ) Alternatively you can contact us :
% Domestic and commercial : and we will gladly bring samples to you! :
%k Competitive prices Just call 01424 446222 :

%k Fully insured
:  www.cornercarpetcompany.co.uk
% All work guaranteed . info@cornercarpetcompany.co.uk

%k Over 500 rugs in OUr SHOWIOOM .o :

Customer satisfaction is very important to us and much of our work has come
from recommendations and repeat orders since we opened in 1998

from the meeting will be included in the June edition of the Parish Magazine.

CONFIRMATION
Last September it was a delight to share in the Confirmation of Steve and
Ruben Merrick, and over 20 other of all ages and backgrounds. This special
service, conducted by a Bishop, marks an important point in a person’s journey
in the Christian faith. It provides an opportunity for those of us baptised or
christened as babies or children, to make the promises made by our parents
and godparents, on behalf of us, for ourselves. Equally, you may never have
been baptised or christened and would like to explore what this
means. This year’s local Confirmation Service will be on Monday 3 June. If you
are interested in finding out more about Confirmation and the preparation
involved, or wish to explore the Christian faith further, then please contact
Revd Gary (01424 612324 or 07749 904887) who would be glad to chat with you.

v
Manningtons

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Manningtons are a local, friendly and practical accountancy firm assisting
clients through tax advice, accounts, book-keeping, audit, VAT, and
consultancy services. We can also act as Power of Attorney and Executor for
both private and business clients.

We have offices in Heathfield, Battle, Hastings and Hawkhurst, please pay us
a visit or give us a call on the numbers below.

WWww.manningtons.net
ICAEW Registered Chartered Accountants No: C001366129


http://www.manningtons.net

S. Walker

Plumbing & Heating

Installation, Repairs
and Maintenance

Gas and ol
fired heating
systems
safe

REGISTER

07708 933910

swalkerplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Rogation Service - Sunday 5th May
Our Rogation Service this year is on Sunday 5 th May at Kitchenham Farm,
Kitchenham Road, Ashburnham, TN33 9NP starting at 10.30 am with
refreshments served afterwards.

Our thanks to Amanda and Monty Worssam for their welcome. The service,
which is suitable for all ages, will be outside, where we will take a short
circular walk, stopping at different places to take in the surrounding
scenery and remind ourselves of all the work that goes on in our
communities. Do join us — and bring suitable clothing
and footwear (and a camping chair, if you need it)!

The word rogation comes from the Latin verb “rogare”; meaning “to ask”
and involves asking God for protection, to provide and to bless, while
acknowledging His goodness and our dependency on Him. Rogation

provides us with the opportunity to praise the Creator God, give thanks for

our food and those who produce it, and to pray a blessing on the
community in which we live and share together. Therefore, let us celebrate
in thankfulness for all the Lord’s amazing provision.

REVD GARY’S RAMBLE AROUND THE BENEFICE
Over a couple of days during Holy Week Revd Gary did a ‘ramble’ around the
Benefice of Ashburnham with Penhurst (as detailed in the April Parish
Magazine) - a total of around 36,000 steps! The purpose of the
walk was to meet people, to explore the lovely area in which we live, and to
pray at different points for God’s blessing and protection on our local
communities. Gary says, “It was a real pleasure to ‘get out and about’ the
Benefice of Ashburnham and Penhurst. It was great to meet and chat with
different people along the way, to enjoy the company of those who
accompanied me at different points, as well as those who kindly offered
refreshments enroute. Thank you! Of course, we live in a lovely area and
decent weather, for the most part (I did get caught in a downpour at
one point!), helped to appreciate the awesome scenery all the more!”




P.A.N.T.S.

Penhurst and Ashburnham New Theatrical Society

e e\
Following our successful fund-raising play in ( ot
March, we are hoping to bring you anew (s o/\° #4
performance in November, 21st -23rd. If you would
like to join us on stage or behind the scenes - the
more the merrier. We would love to hear from you!
yogahoadie@gmail.com or j.french678@btinternet.com
Or 07970 624966

In aid of
out Of The Blue

A donation will be given to

) I
\unning

C. Waterhouse & Sons

Independent Family Funeral Directors

A personal service from
a family owned company
for over 4 generations,
offering traditional values,
with a modern approach

& Mabel’s Cottage, High Street, Burwash, TN19 7ET

&} 01435 882219 @& funerals@cwaterhouse.co.uk =2 www.cwaterhouseandsons.co.uk

Hydra Cleaning Services

Barry\Co
Commercial and domestic SOLICITORS
Fully insured WILL WRITING SERVICE
Usual fee per Will

H s R : £225 + VAT
Windows interior and exterior Free Wills brochure available on request
Gutter clearance

Fascias and soffits .
. Lasting Powers of Attorney
Weatherboarding £470 + VAT

Pressure washing

O OO0OO0O0

Tel: 01323 766370/768382

. . Bay Terrace Pevensey Bay East Sussex
All cleaned with our unique pure BN24 6EE

hot water system _
Or contact: info@barryandco.org

Call James for a free quote,
Tel: 07515460008

Email: cleaninghydra@gmail.com

www.hydracleaning.co.uk



mailto:yogahoadie@gmail.com
mailto:j.french678@btinternet.com
mailto:cleaninghydra@gmail.com
http://www.hydracleaning.co.uk/

OG E“l)&‘ Froghea‘th Landscap @S Turn your dreams to reality by calling

the office for more information and

& A .
- ~%% . o Award-Winning Professional Landscapers to book in a FREE site visit.

%

0% info@frogheath.co.uk www.frogheath.co.uk

01435 883516

R

May - July 2024
Throughout Hastings and Rother

To find out more about gardens
near you, visit
stmichaelshospice.com

or call 01424 456396

Registered charity number 288462

East Sussex Massage

Sarahjane Prince Cert. Ed.
MSMA.MAR.

Appointments in Dallington and
Heathfield

Sports Massage Zone Face Lift

Aromatherapy Reflexology

Swedish Massage Fertility & Delivery
Reflexology

07762 576 495

info@eastsussexmassage.co.uk
www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk

SUPPORT OUR

LIBRARY CAFE

AT ASHBURNHAM

+ VILLAGEHALL > °
.l S

10AM - 12AM

2PM - 4PM

theWI

CONTACT : PAULA JONES ON 01323 832482 e

Village Lunch
cooked by Maggie Evans
Wednesday 15th May
12 for 12.30 lunch at the Village Hall
Two courses with tea and coffee £8.95
Vegetarian option available if booked
Booking essential as places are limited

01424 893361



http://www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk
http://www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk

Parish Council news —

In May 2015, on the same day as the General
Election, a referendum was held in the village
to test support for a new village hall. The
polling station was a cattle trailer parked in
the gateway of a field round the corner from
the village hall. The turnout was about 85%
and the support for a new hall was also about
85%. There was support for borrowing £200k
on the basis that it cost the average household £3.50 per month. Soon after
the result of the vote was known Ashburnham Thanksgiving Trust pledged to
donate £100k if the rest of the money could be raised. At a guessed total
cost of not much more than £400k the project looked doable.

The parish council got behind the project and spent about £15,000, most of it
in the initial years during which a team of fund raisers also got into their stride
eventually raising some £31,000. The parish council net expenditure dropped
to £5,600. Battling stiff head winds the team achieved planning permission in
2017 and managed to just beat the three year deadline for making a start by
getting one foundation support in the ground and signed off.

However, one head wind has proved unbeatable thus far and that is the rising
costs. A guess of £400k in 2015 may not have been wide of the mark. Since
then we have had the Covid pandemic and rampant inflation. By March 2023
a firm price of £515k had been established for just the construction of a water
tight shell, but fitting it out could cost half as much again. In 2015 the funds of
which we could be certain would have covered three quarters of the cost, but
now those same funds won't even cover half of it.

The fund raising team has reluctantly advised the parish council that there is
little prospect of raising the money to cover the difference and the fact that we
already have a village hall makes it even harder to win grants. The team
proposes putting the project on hold for a few years and investing the
remaining sums raised until a firm winding up decision is made.

During the period when support for a new village hall was at its height,
support for the existing village hall was neglected. Happily, that is now
changing rapidly and next month we can no doubt report on what shape that
is taking.

Brian Holdstock, Clerk to the Council Email: clerk@ashburnham-penhurst.net
Land line: 01323 832082 with answering machine Mobile and Text: 07836 716723
If leaving telephone voice messages be sure to leave your name and a call back number.

Council meetings are on the fourth Wednesday of alternate months but the next one will be on the fifth Wednesday, 29th
May 2024. The Planning Committee (if required) meets on the fourth Wednesday of intervening months. A list of
councillors’ lead responsibilities can be seen on the village website at www.ashburnham-penhurst.net

All meetings are in public and members of the public are encouraged to attend. There is an agenda slot near the start of
the meeting for members of the public to address the Council. The agenda is published online at the village website three
clear days before the meeting and hard copy is posted on the notice board at The Chapel. Minutes of meetings are
published on the village website.

Life-Enhancing
Live-In Care

At Hamilton George Care we work
with the very best carers to provide
truly bespoke live-in care. We take the
time to understand what type of care
is needed, and what type of carer
would suit you best.

As a small team we get to know our
clients and their families,
understanding their unique clinical
and lifestyle needs in order to provide
the highest standards of care.

gamilton
—| George
G Care

Our Care
Services

Housekeeping - companionship and
help with tasks around the home
Clinical Care - varying levels of
clinical and personal care

Complex Care - condition led care
including nursing care, end of life
and rare conditions

Rehabilitation Care - short term
support (four weeks or more)



Contemporary hospitality

in a traditional setting combining Tudor splendour and Georgian opulence

STONE HOUSE

COUNTRY ESTATE
www.stonehousecountryestate.co.uk

Catering for up to 50 guests

Relaxed, intimate weddings
Family celebrations
Naming ceremonies, vow renewals,
memorials
Corporate hospitality

Beauty, Massage & Spa
treatments now available for
weekend availability!

Akehurst Field, Ashburnham,
Battle, TN339LW

Contact Angel for treatments &
price list:
angelbelle7@outlook.com
07584076163

Period location for film, TV, photo shoots
Classic car meets & special interest events
Exclusive use of the house & estate
Community garden project

Resident fine wine and food expert
Pop-up dining experiences
Themed wine & food events
Classic English afternoon tea
(for pre-booked parties of 12+)

Rushlake Green, East Sussex TN21 9Q)

01435 830553
events@stonehousecountryestate.co.uk

Pub Quiz

Tuesday 7th May
7.15pm for prompt
7.30pm start

Meal available
Booking is essential
01424 892104

richar

© 07866512610

Professional tree surgeon with over 30
years’ experience. Fully insured and
specialist in large or dangerous trees.

e Tree Surgery

¢ Hedge Cutting
e Stump Grinding
¢ Fencing

Areas of Kent and East Sussex covered, based
near Robertsbridge.

Email: richardwebbtreesurgeonltd@outlook.com

MI

MI will be meeting at the Ash
Tree Inn, on
Tuesday 14th May
at 8pm, do join us for a drink

contact Clive for more details
cliveclive@live.co.uk

ASHBURNHAM &
PENHURST WI

theWl

INSPIRING WOMEN
Our next meeting on

Monday 2o0th May at 2pm

Annual Meeting
Members come and have your say!
Help us choose our next committee followed by

the usual sociable afternoon tea.

For more information call Katie on 07920 092072

Table Tennis Club

Meets on Wednesdays at

7-45pmin the Village Hall

Call Zoe on 07788 654138
for more information

For up to date information,
news items and details of
village clubs,
groups and events go to our
Village Website
www.ashburnham-

penhurst.net

SHSRT MAT B®WLS

i

i

i

i

i  Afternoon meeting starting at 2 p.m.
: every 2nd & 4th Friday of the month
i in the village hall.

i

i Call John on 01424 892618 or

i

i

i

i

i

Martin on 01323 832482
for more details

No experience or equipment needed,
just soft soled flat shoes

S S ————

The Art Group
The Art Group are happy to be able to
invite any fellow artists to join us on
Thursdays, from 10a.m to 1p.m at
Ashburnham cricket pavilion.

We are a friendly group of mixed
ability and expertise. We support each
other and have the occasional
professional mentor to keep us on the
right track.

For more information ring Barbara
Cornish, 01424 435198.
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Village Walking Group

May’s Walk will be on Thursday 23rd May, Meet at the
Church Hall at 10am for a walk through woods and
fields, returning to the hall for refreshments

afterwards, approximately 11.30am.
Open to everyone.
More details from: 07970 624966 or j.french @btinternet.com

The Filling Station

The Filling Station meets on Monday 13th May in the Fernery at
Ashburnham Place at 7pm. Our Speaker this month is Ben Virgo,
Director of Christian Heritage in London and planting the Victoria
Park Community Church in East London.All are welcome for
Worship, Teaching and Prayer Ministry. For more information
please contact Catherine on 07801 634034

or catherine@duggleby.com

The
Coffee Stop

Next Coffee Stop is
Friday 3rd May 2024

Drop in anytime between
10.30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
for a cup of coffee and chat.
held in the Pavilion
All ages and interests welcome.
Looking forward to seeing everyone!

We are a small family run business
based in East Sussex with 18 plus

years of experience. We are
passionate about providing a
personal service where you are
always in control.

For a free quotation and friendly

advice please do not hesitate to Gild ridge FenCIng

contact us on the details below:

Mobile: 07912215199
Telephone: 01323 833979
Email: gildridgefencin, mail.com

Website: www.gildridgefencing.com

ABOUT US

We offer a range of services cross Sussex and Kent including Agricultural and Domestic Fencing, Decking, Gates, Digger
360 works (ground clearance, levelling and ditching etc) Tree Felling, Tree reductions and Hard Landscaping.

We can also re-design your garden to bring your ideas to reality with precision decking, pergolas, sheds, outhouses and
more.


mailto:catherine@duggleby.com

ORANGERY

Tuesday — Sunday: 10.30am-4.00pm. Monday: Closed

(Kitchen closes at 3.30pm for Soup, Sandwiches and Paninis)

Afternoon Teas (£14.50 per person - Wednesday — Sunday)
We take bookings of 2 to 20 for afternoon teas (subject to availability).

To reserve a table or to get a copy of the menu please contact us.
(currently taking bookings to end of June - £5 per person deposit required to
confirm. Balance payable on the day).

If you are planning to visit we will be closed during 2024:
Sat 4t — Sun 5t"May, Saturday 20t July — Monday 12th August
Saturday 16t November

We may be closed for other dates. Please contact us before visiting.
Enquiries & afternoon tea bookings
- call 01424 894201 / bookings@ashburnham.org.uk i

Parish Magazine Contact Details
To advertise phone Fay on 07860 113413
or email oframsden@hotmail.co.uk
If you have a question about delivery or
to submit articles or village notices
contact Jay Ashworth on
01424 532972 / 07876 484945 or
email ashworthjay1@gmail.com

Battle Area Community Transport
Route B79 Ashburnham to Battle
The weekly bus is running again.

Depart Battle (Abbey Green) 9.50am
The Pound 10am
Ash Tree Inn 10.05am
Arrive in Battle 10.25am
Return at 12.05pm

For information about Church
Services

Ashburnham and Penhurst Churches
Revd Gary Cregeen 01424 612324
gary(@GandJCregeen.co.uk

Ashburnham Chapel
Fay Ramsden 07860 113413

01424 830078

Flexibus

FlexiBus runs 7am to 7pm, Monday to

Saturday (not Sundays or Bank holidays).
It is a flexible, on-demand rideshare service,
for areas with limited or no bus service.
Journeys can be booked by calling
01273 078203 or find more information
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/roads-
transport/public/flexibus

www.penhurst.org.uk
01424 892088

. (/‘) enhurst
info@penhurst.org.uk - ¢

Retreat Cener

~

We have two retreat days coming up this summer that are specifically aimed
at certain groups, both are led by experienced group leader Shirley Skrentny.
The first, on Friday 21 June is entitled ‘Daring to Talk About Grief’ and offers a
space to connect with your grief in a supportive environment. The second
entitled ‘Disordered Eating - Exploring Over-eating’, an opportunity to explore
the subject of over-eating, which is often an area of shame. If you’re
interested in more information about either of these days or any of our other
retreats then go to our website where you will find all the details you need.

The gardens and grounds of the retreat centre look particularly lovely in
spring, you can come and enjoy the orchard, summerhouses, art room and all
our other facilities if you book in for an individual quiet day. You can either
have a delicious home cooked lunch and use of the centre for the day for £35
or bring your own lunch, help yourself to refreshments and use the facilities
for £15. Why not come and take some time out to reflect and recharge?

Get in touch to enquire about availability.

"105" IS THE NUMBER TO CALL IF YOU GET A POWER CUT
105 is a single helpline service for householders to report power failures or safety
concerns, or to get information during a blackout.
Calls to 105 are free of charge and will put you through to your local electricity network
operator. You can call 105 from landlines and most mobile phones.

For Ashburnham Church events and information go to

www.ashburnhamandpenhurstchurches.org.uk
Ashburnham Chapel Website
www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk

For Village events and information go to
www.ashburnham-penhurst.net

£F//T ~ =,
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BOOK THE VILLAGE HALL
Redecorated throughout.
Fully equipped kitchen.
Perfect for meetings, recreation
and weddings.
Hall 16mx7m, Small Room
8mx6m
Ring Gill on 01424 892674

Ashburnham Sports Pavilion
Available for hire for all
recreational activities.

Fully equipped kitchen, tables, chairs.
Amazing location, great for parties.
Lots of outside space to use.
50% reduction in fees for residents
See parish website (Venues) to book
or email
clerk@asburnham-penhurst.net
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Murmurations

| climb the steps between two tall, fluted ionic columns framing a giant portal
set in a sand-stone building. Its celestial-blue painted doors are huge and flung
open. Inside... books, books, books... lining walls of oak shelves which rise
high above my head and accessed by those lovely sliding wooden library
ladders.

Novels are scattered and stacked on carved oak tables; cairn-like towers of
tomes grow from wood floors; deep Chesterfield sofas invite perusal before
purchase. Not musty or fusty or dusty. As the sunlight pours in through the
circular lantern in the high ceiling, peacock-bright paperbacks and high-brow
hardbacks jostle for space in a kaleidoscope of colour. The city of Bath’s
Topping & Company’s bookshop and café is thriving!

Books put themselves in my way and, as | pass reinterpreted phone boxes,
doorsteps, church nooks and swap boxes the right ones appear just at the
right time. | currently have about 15 books making up my bedside ‘book cairn’
- they’re challenging, fascinating, thought-provoking, eye-opening, intriguing,
revealing, questioning, and entertaining. Reference books - I like them to be
intelligent and well sourced, fiction must be inspiring and deeply researched,
memoirs — honest and grounded.

Books are indispensable: many years ago, living in Hove as a newly qualified
teacher, | accidentally nudged a little white car early one morning as | pulled
out of my parking space. Alone, the little white car trundled slowly and
backwards down the road. A friend who left his flat for work found me draped
over the boot and chrome bumper of Little Car to stop it being crushed in the
busy bus lane. Together, we pushed it back to its space and left it secure with
his two Brighton and Hove telephone directories wedged under its little back
wheels. And a note - the handbrake was off.

The right books at the right time - like sliding doors - can draw people
together, sparking connections, discussions, laughter; they can even lead to
love — and they can literally be life savers. Books can be both cerebrally
illuminating and holistically healing - bringing light into our minds and spirits
and lightness into our physical body. And books can empower us. Ninety-five
percent of our health is really in our own hands. On the top of my pile right
now is A Pukka Life by Sebastian Pole (of Pukka teas), it’s beautiful and
informative, a holistic approach that addresses the needs of all the systems of
the body. | don’t remember where | acquired it but | know this... it’s a gift.

Donna Christman

STRUTT
PARKER

Ashburnham Estate
Properties to rent
From time to time properties
become available to rent on
the Ashburnham Estate. If you
would like to be contacted when
something becomes available,
without any obligation, please do
let us know.

Contact the Land Agent, Florence
Wolfe on 01273 407012, Mobile
07458 117431
or email:
Florence.Wolfe@struttandparker.com
for this and any other
Ashburnham Estate matters.

HOME MAINTENANCE
ROB DEDMAN & SON

All work undertaken within and
around the home

Painting & Decorating
Kitchen/Bathroom Alterations
Tiling
Repair Shop

Telephone 01424 774764
Mobile 07976 741950
Email
robdedman1066@gmail.com
Over 25 years experience, references
available, fully insured

JE Stoneworks

Specialists in stone

« NEW MEMORIALS

o CLEANING & RENOVATION

« ADDITONAL INSCRIPTIONS

+ GRANITE & MARBLE WORKTOPS
« STONE BUILDING RESTORATION
« DOMESTIC STONE WORK

No. 2 Kingswell Estate, Beech Farm, Netherfield Hill, Battle,
East Sussex, TN33 OLL Showroom: 01424 774497
www.jfStoneworks.co.uk Email: enquiries@jfstoneworks.co.uk

Please note that the inclusion of
advertisements for local services in
this magazine does not constitute a

recommendation.
Readers are advised to make their own
enquiries to ensure good service.

Southern Cesspool Services

Tank Emptying
Treatment Plant Servicing & Jet washing
Reminder Booking System
Clean Quick & Efficient
British Water Accredited
Friendly - Family Run

01233 732407
07773 491356
www.info@southerncesspoolservices.com

We Pride Ourselves On First Class Service
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THORNDALE
FURNISHERS LTD

UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE, DINING FURNITURE, BEDS AND
BEDROOM FURNITURE.

OPEN: MON TO SAT 9AM TO 5PM
SUNDAY 10AM TO 4PM & BANK HOLIDAYS 10AM TO 4PM

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FURNITURE RETAILER 37 YEARS IN THE
MAKING AND STILL GROWING STRONGER IN THIS CHANGING CLIMATE.
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

THORNDALE FURNISHERS, UNIT 1, BURFIELD PARK, SOUTH ROAD,
HAILSHAM BN27 3JL

T: 01323 847759 www.thorndalefurnishers.co.uk

Chapel News for May

We have The Very Revd. Lee Duckett the Dean of Battle leading our next Healing
Service which is on the 19 th May at 6-30 pm. Revd. Lee has been involved in
Healing Ministry for many years and has some incredible experiences to relate to
us. Don’t forget Our Lord always hears our prayers and we can pray for anything
that is troubling us. So come along and ask for healing of all your concerns
whether they are physical or anything else that is worrying you. Remember Jesus
said “Take my yoke”

Don’t forget that even if you cannot actually get to the Chapel you can join us on
Zoom on your phone or iPad from wherever you are, just click on the link below.
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/4107830582pwd=NkdoUIpWaDBjOE1DZmdhRThOU2RLdzo9
Meeting ID: 410 783 0582  Passcode: Fay or

One tap mobile Meeting ID: 410 783 0582  Passcode: 726912

Find your local number: https://uso2web.zoom.us/u/kd4uj3qgkaj

Don’t forget to put the 2nd June in your diaries which is our Chapel Anniversary.
We have been in our present home now for 60 years! So much has happened in
those 60 years. The Chapel has been in existence since the mid 1880’s.

| must congratulate you villagers who do so much to make Ashburnham and
Penhurst such a wonderful place to live. There are so many clubs and
fellowships, nobody need ever feel lonely. Congratulations are also in order for
all of you that help to pick up litter around the village. This should not be
necessary but of course because we live in such a beautiful area

we attract many visitors from far and wide and unfortunately they just throw
their litter out of car windows as they pass through and some even bring garden
rubbish etc., and leave it on the roadside or in gateways for you faithful ‘litter
pickers’ to deal with. You all deserve a medal!

Itis also so encouraging to see members of St. Peter’s, St. Michael’s and the
Chapel Congregations joining together to worship our Wonderful, Faithful,
Loving Lord. If you are not already amongst these Congregations, you are very
welcome any time. Any one of our three places of worship would love to
welcome you. Fay

ASHBURNHAM CHAPEL, TN33 9PD
HAVE THEIR NEXT HEALING SERVICE ON
THE
19th MAY at 6-30 pm
THE VERY REVD. LEE DUCKETT
WILL BE LEADING

PLEASE DO COME AND BRING YOUR FRIENDS
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Ron’s Ramblings.

Much to my surprise | managed to celebrate a significant birthday

recently. A surprise because the average age of deaths in my family was in
the sixties and also | haven’t exactly led a cosseted working life. Today the
family are round the dining table with the detritus of the meal and the cards
and gifts are being opened. Lots of whacky gifts including a pack of

‘ Oldgitamins ‘, a bicycle for someone in Africa and an ode, framed and
written by the three grandsons. | was commanded to read it out but | knew
that I’d get as far as the first verse and then I’d start to blub. At this point
everyone else joined in. Except the five year old who stared at me, with tears
rolling down my face, and thought “ What the hell is going on ? They’ve all
gone loopy .“

I’m notoriously emotional at times. Talking about my late father, the final
notes of the Last Post on Remembrance Day, funerals of close friends and
relatives , the death of Bambi’s mother. Can’t stop myself. Strange how tears
can express both joy and sorrow.

| was amused over the past couple of weeks reading on the village

Facebook page, about the various animals that have been seen or

rounded up locally. In the past two weeks we’ve had two horses, a

sheep, a dog, a cat and lately a ferret . Before that it was pigs and cattle. It’s
almost as if George Orwell’s “Animal Farm “ is coming to life. I’m sure | saw a
couple of Gerbils eying up the house the other day .

It’s deadline day and I’'m wracking my brains for a subject to finish off this
ramblings and “bingo “. There it is in the hedge outside the house. A Coop
bag which looked as though it had been dumped out of a car window. After
picking it up and thinking to put it in my rubbish bin, | looked inside and found
it was running with fresh blood! This gives me an excuse to ring 101 and
within 20 minutes two gentlemen of the law turn up, take a statement and
cart off what could be a piece of vital evidence in a gruesome murder. Or it
could be someone’s freezer has packed up. Ironically the bag was a Co-op
bag for life. Watch this space for the next exciting episode.

Ron.
Editor’s Comment... it sounds like that could be the start of a Richard Osman

Thursday Murder Club novel....perhaps we should write an Ashburnham
themed one!

Retreat!

We are fortunate to have a wonderful retreat here in Ashburnham just a short
walk or car-ride away, but | have been fortunate to have a week away in
another retreat in Portugal. OK, a bit further away and involves a plane-ride
but what an amazing experience! The retreat is called Monte Sahaja and is in
the mountains of southern Portugal. No, not those kind of mountains with
snow; they are like big hills with vegetation consisting of cork, olive and
eucalyptus trees. In just a few years they have amassed a haven of every
conceivable plant you might think of including 2,000-year-old olive, massive-
girth trees, trucked in from the Algarve. Yes, even though they have several
meters circumference, they can be uprooted and replanted using heavy
machinery and continue to grow.

Some of you may remember my son, Reuben? Yes, he went to Dallington
Primary and Claverham. Well, Rumi, as he is now called, has lived in Sahaja for
nearly eight years; the first couple of years in a tent, very cold at night in
winter, but now living in a small cabin about 8 foot square with just a bed and
a hand-made wardrobe for his clothes. There are about a hundred helpers in
the retreat all allotted to teams to make the whole thing tick. There are about
8 in each team and Rumi oversees and coordinates the teams as well as being
involved with security for the approximate 50-acre hilly site. These days we
rarely hear of a “wise man” but that is what | would describe the leader of
this vast family. He is Mooji, an artist who taught art in Brixham many years
ago. With just 5 followers he developed the retreat, constructed flat areas,
built many structures including cafes, prayer centres, bore holes for water,
many toilet blocks, resident cabins and all without planning permission! Well,
you can get away with it there as it is remote, but beautiful. The planning
officer was invited to see the complex and had nothing but praise for the
beauty of the place. It even has its own fire engine and team that help out
when there are local wild fires and Rumi is one of the fireman. There is an
Indian theme but all faiths are welcome; indeed visitors and helpers come
from all over the world bring their willingness to help even though they may
have special talents. Such people are often orchestral standard musicians so
Sahaja has made its own music including singers and choirs. They have
purchased a large building in the local village where another team have set up
a large café/restaurant; Mooji and Sahara are highly respected by the local
community and on Sundays they have visitors numbering in the hundreds. |
could go on, there is so much to tell and the only way to appreciate this
amazing sanctuary is to stay there for a while; a treat at the retreat!

Tony Smith
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The Ashburnham English Song Awards 2024

Concerned that the beauty of English Song be lost forever and not enjoy the
prominence it deserves, Netherfield resident Louise Winter, a professional
mezzo-soprano, together with friend and colleague Dame Felicity Lott, decided
to set up an annual competition, the Ashburnham English Song Awards. The
aim is to promote the study, performance and appreciation — in schools,
conservatoires and in the professional concert hall — of the vast and precious
repertoire of English Song, from the seventeenth century to present day.

The inaugural awards took place to a packed recital hall at Ashburnham Place on a beautiful
May evening, and a repeat is anticipated on Thursday 16th May 2024. Tickets to the event
are now on sale at Eventbrite. You can get a direct link from our website https://
ashburnhamenglishsongawards.co.uk/2024-competition/

In addition a Junior Award has been instigated and the first competition took place in
November 2023 at Battle Abbey School. The 2024 awards will be on Thursday 21st
November - once more in the Abbots Hall at Battle Abbey.

If you would like to support the Ashburnham English Song Awards please take a look at our

website https://ashburnhamenglishsongawards.co.uk/ or email our secretary Debbie Katis at

secretary@ashburnhamenglishsongawards.co.uk
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Sunday 2nd June, 3pm
St Giles Church, Dallington

LIZZIE KNATT: Recorders DECLAN HICKEY: Guitar
3pm concert Followed by afternoon tea
Tickets £15 (afternoon tea included)
Tickets and information in advance from Jane

07766 434847 janepalma2015@gmail.com
In aid of repairs to the church roof

Gardening and Nature Notes

Our familiar and welcome migrating birds are gradually returning from their
epic journeys, Chiff Chaffs, Swallows and Reed Warblers have been seen and
heard as they settle back in to life in Sussex. | was able to see a slightly more
exotic visitor, one of the two Hoopoes that were spotted in Hankham, near
Pevensey. They are glamorous looking birds and it was great to see one
feeding in the field. Nesting is already well under way for our native birds too,
we have Starlings and Blackbirds clearly feeding young as they go to and
from their nests with beak-fulls of worms and other insects.

| often use BirdNet, an app on my phone to help id birdsong and am gradually
learning more songs with its assistance. There are other apps too, Merlin is
also well thought of. They are a great way to help you id in the field or you

can save observations and check them out later if you haven’t got reception.

The weather continues to be a challenge to gardeners and farmers alike with
lots of wet weather and some colder nights as well but the Bluebells, Wild
Garlic and Early Purple Orchids seem to be happy with the conditions and are
putting on wonderful shows around the lanes and woodlands. The wide
verge on Forge Lane has well over a hundred Early Purple Orchids flowering
this year, looking absolutely stunning.

| am starting with a new vegetable bed this year at home due to some
changes in the garden so | am trying to add plenty of leaf mould, compost
and well rotted manure to get things off to a good start and give the plants
the nutrition they need to crop well throughout the season. Not everyone
has room for a separate vegetable plot and at Ashburnham Place we’re
slotting a few fruit and veg plants into the ornamental gardens to show how
they can blend in well with other flowers in the borders. We have planted
some rhubarb already and are planning to add some Rainbow Chard plants
with their colourful stems.

| hope you have a copy of the Flower Show Schedule with this magazine. You
can download a copy from the Parish Website if not www.ashburnham-
penhurst.net. Do check out the classes, there are lots of ways to show off
your vegetable, fruit and flower growing abilities. Please do have a think
about entering, it’s great fun and you might even win a cup for your carefully
tended produce! Watch out in next month’s magazine for some show
entering tips to help you succeed!

Jay Ashworth
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May Diary

Wed 1 7-45pm Table Tennis Village Hall

Thu 2 10am-ipm | Art Club Sports Pavilion

Fri3 10.30-12 Coffee Stop Sports Pavilion

Sat4

Suns 10.30am Rogation Service Kitchenham Farm
6.30pm Communion Service Ashburnham Chapel

Mon 6

Tue 7 7.30pm Pub Quiz Ash Tree Inn

Wed 8 7-45pm Table Tennis Village Hall

Thug 10am-1ipm  Art Club Sports Pavilion
10.30am Ascension Day Service Ashburnham Church

Fri10 2pm Short Mat Bowls Village Hall

Sat 11 9am-1pm  The Market Ashburnham Place

10am-12pm  Library Cafe Village Hall

Sun 12 9.15am Holy Communion followed by APCM ' Penhurst Church
11am Holy Communion Ashburnham Church
6.30pm Evening Service Ashburnham Chapel

Ashburnham and Penhurst Flower Show
and Country Fair
Saturday 27th July 1.30pm - 5pm
Sports Field, Ashburnham TN33 INU

Funds raised - 50% towards the New Village Hall Fund
and 50% towards St Michael’s Hospice

Come and browse the stalls, enjoy a slice of cake, have a
go at lawn mower racing, marvel at the interesting vehicles
and see what new attractions we have!

Mon 13
Tue 14

Wed 15

Thu 16

Fri17

Sat 18

Sun19
Pentecost

Mon 20
Tue 21
Wed 22

Thu 23

Fri24
Sat 25
Sun 26
Trinity
Sunday
Mon 27
Tue 28
Wed 29
Thu 30

Fri 31

7pm
7-45pm

12pm
7-45pm

10am-1pm
10.45am

2pm-4pm

9.30am
10am-12pm

9.15am
11am
6.30pm

2pm

7-45pm

10am
10am - 1pm

2pm
9.30am

9.15am
11am
6.30pm

7.45pm

10am-1pm

Filling Station - in the Fernery
Ml

Village Lunch
Table Tennis

Art Club
Church Service led by Revd Gary

Library Cafe

Running Space
Out of the Blue Coffee Morning

Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Healing Service

WIAGM

Table Tennis

Village Walk
Art Club

Short Mat Bowls
Running Space

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Evening Service

Table Tennis

Art Club

Ashburnham Place
Ash Tree Inn

Village Hall
Village Hall

Sports Pavilion
Hazel Lodge

Village Hall

Church Hall
Sports Pavilion

Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Sports Pavilion

Village Hall

Church Hall
Sports Pavilion

Village Hall
Church Hall

Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Village Hall

Sports Pavilion



