
Ashburnham Estate Properties to rent 

From time to time properties become available to rent on  
the Ashburnham Estate.  If you would like to be contacted when 
something becomes available, without any obligation, please do let us 
know.  Contact the Land Agent, Florence Wolfe on 01273 407012, Mobile 
07458 117431 or email: Florence.Wolfe@struttandparker.com for this and 
any other Ashburnham Estate matters.

Holiday Cottage on the  
Isle of  Wight 

! Quiet	location	with	parking	
! Sleeps	4	plus	1	
! Easy	access	to	the	beach	
! Beautiful	walks	from	the	house	
! Ideal	place	to	relax	and	unwind	
! Lovely	secure	garden	with	

furniture	
! Free	WIFI	

For	more	details,	prices,	pictures	and	
full	information,	go	to	

www.applehousetotlandbay.co.uk		

												ETB	four	star	Gold	Award

J. Birrell 

Oil Fired Boilers, Aga  
and Rayburn 

Servicing and Repairs 
22 Years Experience 

Fully Insured 
Home 01580 880804 
Mobile 079077 95603

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

JF Stoneworks 
                                                                  Specialists in stone 

x NEW MEMORIALS 
x CLEANING & RENOVATION 
x ADDITONAL INSCRIPTIONS 
x GRANITE & MARBLE WORKTOPS 
x STONE BUILDING RESTORATION 
x DOMESTIC STONE WORK 

 

No. 2 Kingswell Estate, Beech Farm, Netherfield Hill, Battle, 
East Sussex, TN33 0LL   Showroom: 01424 774497 

www.jfstoneworks.co.uk   Email: enquiries@jfstoneworks.co.uk 
 

  
 

Please	send	contributions	for	the	June	issue	by	Friday	May	6th.	
We	reserve	the	right	of	refusal	&	the	right	to	edit	any	articles	

Do you fancy having fun practising and/
or brushing up your French through 

friendly conversation?
Hastings and District Anglo 

French Club 
meet fortnightly on Tuesdays at 2.15pm 

at Holy Redeemer Church Hall
Upper Church Road, 

St Leonards-on-Sea. TN37 7AS
www.hastingsanglofrenchclub.com 

for more information

Ashburnham and Penhurst  
Parish Magazine  

May 2019

Advertise	here	-	£52	for	a	year	

phone	Andy	on	01424	893033	
or		

email	hoadie86@yahoo.co.uk	
Brimstone	Butterfly	by	Jay	Ashworth

http://www.applehousetotlandbay.co.uk
mailto:hoadie86@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.applehousetotlandbay.co.uk
http://www.hastingsanglofrenchclub.com
mailto:hoadie86@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.hastingsanglofrenchclub.com


Registered with the General Osteopathic 
Council & the Institute of Osteopathy 
East Sussex Osteopaths offer 

clinic appointments in 
Dallington and Heathfield 

To book an appointment, please call  
07762 576 492 

www.eastsussex-osteopaths.co.uk 

Calls for complementary advice  
also welcome

Meridian Marquees 

We provide a complete service for 
the ultimate party, wedding or 

corporate event.  

Our Marquees are an ideal venue in 

all seasons. We provide heating, 
stunning interiors, a wide range of 
furniture, dance floors, stages and 

much more.  

For a free site visit and quotation 

please contact us on  

01424 893757 

07976 704632 

dave@meridian-marquees.co.uk

�
Sarahjane	Prince	Cert.	Ed.	

MSMA.MAR.	

Appointments	in	Dallington	and	
Heathfield	

Sports Massage        Zone Face Lift    
Aromatherapy           Reflexology         
Swedish Massage    Fertility & Delivery      
                                 Reflexology 

07762 576 495 
www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk 

eastsussexmassage@yahoo.co.uk 

 

If	you	have	food	or	toiletries	you	
would	like	to	donate,	

there	is	a	collection	point	in		
Ashburnham	Church

BOOK THE VILLAGE HALL 
Redecorated throughout.   
Fully equipped kitchen. 

Perfect for meetings, recreation  
and weddings. 

Hall 16mx7m, Small Room 8mx6m 
Ring Gill on 01424 892674

Chapel	News	

If	you	get	your	magazine	early,	don’t	forget	our	next	Healing	Service	28th	April	at	
6-30	do	come	along	and	experience	for	yourself	the	presence	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
and	hear	how	Our	Lord	Heals	the	same	today	as	He	did	nearly	2000	years	ago.	

Are	there	any	musicians	available	to	come	and	play	at	our	Anniversary	Service	on	
the	2nd	June	at	6-30	p.m?		We	are	looking	for	a	small	group	to	lead	the	worship	
music!		If	you	or	anyone	you	know	can	help	please	contact	me	on	07860	113413	

Please	make	a	note	in	your	diaries	to	join	us	at	the	Chapel	on	the		
2nd	June	at	5	p.m	for	tea.	

http://www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk
http://www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk


Shipping Container to rent
suitable for all types of storage

at secure site on the outskirts of 
Battle/Hastings

20’x8’x8’ (1280 cu.ft)
6mx2.5mx2.5m (37.5 cu.m)

£23 per week
For more information ring 

Fay on 07860 113413

Tom Gooders Tree Surgery

Fully qualified tree surgeons

All aspects of tree work 
professionally undertaken

07817 572291

Ashburnham Sports Pavilion 
Available for hire for all  
recreational activities.  

Fully equipped kitchen, tables, chairs. 
Amazing location, great for parties.  

Lots of outside space to use.  
50% reduction in fees for residents 

See parish website (Venues) to book 
or email 

clerk@asburnham-penhurst.net  

DEEJAY 

Carpentry	and	Joinery	
Props:	DF	&	JC	Tough	

Windows,	doors,	kitchen	cupboards	
conservatories,	all	maintenance	

Telephone:	01424	438814	
Mobile	07977	859582	

Email:	deejaycandj@hotmail.co.uk

Mallards 

For all your soft furnishing needs 
Curtains, blinds, pelmets etc 

Call Sharon 01424 892029

ROB DEDMAN 

HOME MAINTENANCE 

All work undertaken in and 
around the home 

Painting and decorating  
Bathrooms and tiling 

Tel: 01424 774764 
Mob: 07976 741950 

E: robdedman1066@gmail.com 

References available 
Fully insured

Peter	considers	letter	writing	and	how	the		
Early	Church	was	built	up	by	the	New		
Testament	letters	

When	did	you	last	write	a	letter?		
I	cannot	remember	when	I	did.	In	the	age	of		
email,	texts,	and	other	smart	devices,	letter		
writing	has	rather	taken	a	back	seat.			
There	is	though,	still	something	quite	exciting	about	receiving	a	hand-written	letter.		
The	peculiar	thrill	of	seeing	your	name	on	the	front	of	an	envelope,	and	anticipating	
what	unknown	words	inside	is	something	special.			The	joy	too	of	sitting	down	to	
write	a	letter.	When	did	you	last	pour	out	your	thoughts,	feelings,	or	emotions	
through	pen	on	paper?	

I	recall	well	how	in	my	primary	school,	we	were	taught	handwriting	with	an	italic	
pen.	As	one	became	proficient	in	such	writing	the	words	looked	truly	artistic.	
The	advent	of	the	ballpoint	pen	rather	sent	my	handwriting	downhill.	
Letter	writing	can	be	seen	as	a	gift	because	someone	has	taken	his/her	time	
to	write	and	think	and	express	love.	

In	the	New	Testament	we	have	twenty-one	letters	written	to	the	early	church,	
mostly	by	Saint	Paul.	In	these	letters	Paul	does	several	things.	He	exhorts	
the	new	Christians	to	live	lives	which	display	Jesus.	He	also	wrote	to	put	the	
early	Christians	straight	on	their	thinking.	Finally,	he	wrote	to	encourage	the	
fledgling	churches	as	they	faced	the	many	challenges	of	that	period.	

The	Bible	has	once	been	described	as	‘A	love	letter	from	God’,	and	what	a	
wonderful	communication	this	truly	is!				

PETER	

Agmerhurst	Granary,	Kitchenham	Road,	
Ashburnham,	Battle,	TN33	9NA	
Tel:	01424	892941		
p.walker977@btinternet.com	

mailto:p.walker977@btinternet.com
mailto:p.walker977@btinternet.com
mailto:clerk@asburnham-penhurst.net
mailto:deejaycandj@hotmail.co.uk


Free	estimates	and	advice	
	Fast	friendly	service	
	Expert	fitting	by	our	own	fitters	
	Home	selection	service	
	Domestic	and	commercial	
	Competitive	prices	
	Fully	insured	
	All	work	guaranteed	
	Over	500	rugs	in	our	showroom	

Customer	satisfaction	is	very	important	to	us	and	much	of	our	work	has	come	
from	recommendations	and	repeat	orders	since	we	opened	in	1998	

We	supply	and	fit	Carpets,	Vinyls,	
Laminates,	Real	Wood,	Safety	Flooring		

for	every	location	and	budget	

10%	Discount	with	this	ad!

  

Our	showroom	is	at	36	London	Road,		
St	Leonards	on	Sea	
(opposite	Boots)	

Alternatively	you	can	contact	us		
and	we	will	gladly	bring	samples	to	you!	

Just	call	01424	446222	

www.cornercarpetcompany.co.uk	
info@cornercarpetcompany.co.uk

Approx. 6,000 sq ft ofTimber Yard buildings available to let as a whole or in parts. 
Subject to the necessary planning consents, the site has potential for storage,  

light industrial or workshop use.  
  

Strutt and Parker are inviting expressions of interest for this site,  
either in part or as a whole.   

  
Viewings strictly by appointment only, please contact Florence Wolfe at the Lewes 

office on 01273 407012 or email Florence.wolfe@struttandparker.com   

Ashburnham Estate 
To Let

Gardening	and	Nature	Notes	

I	have	been	thinking	about	writing	something	for	the	magazine	for	a	while	now	
and	wondered	whether	to	do	a	gardening	column	but	thought	that	I	might	
expand	the	subject	a	bit	to	include	observations	about	the	natural	world	too.	

We’re	very	fortunate	to	live	in	this	little	patch	of	East	Sussex	and	there	is	so	much	
beauty	around	us	that	it’s	good	to	take	a	moment	to	stop	and	really	notice	all	that	

is	going	on	around	us!		

If	you	are	thinking	of	entering	the	Flower	Show	this	year	then	have	a	good	look	
through	the	schedule	to	see	what	classes	you	are	interested	in.	There	is	still	time	
to	get	some	seeds	in	and	growing	in	time.,	particularly	annuals	which	are	not	
hardy	and	can	only	be	sown	or	planted	out	after	all	risk	of	frost	has	passed.	

Read	the	instructions	in	the	schedule	carefully,	there	are	details	about	how	many	
items	you	need	and	whether	everything	in	the	floristry	classes	needs	to	be	home	

grown	for	example.	If	you	are	considering	entering	the	cut	flower	classes,	
consider	what	you	have	growing	in	your	garden	already	and	what	you	annuals	you	
could	add.	Remember	to	check	regularly	for	pests	and	diseases	and	protect	tender	
young	plants	from	slug	or	rabbit	attack	if	needed	so	you	have	beautiful	specimens	

by	show	time.	

Spring	is	a	wonderful	time	of	year	to	be	out	and	about	around	our	villages.	The	
cuckoo	flower	or	lady’s	smock,	Cardamine	pratensis	has	mostly	finished	flowering	
now	and	will	be	replaced	by	the	common	spotted	orchid,	Dactylorhiza	fuchsia	on	
the	roadside	verges.	The	bluebells,	Hyacinthoides	non-scripta	are	also	flowering	in	
the	woodlands	around	and	about,	it’s	well	worth	going	for	a	walk	to	seek	them	

out	and	marvel	at	the	carpet	of	blue	underneath	the	trees.		

Many	of	our	migrant	birds	are	back	already,	we	spotted	the	first	swallows	at	
Ashburnham	Place	in	early	April	and	Chiff	Chaffs	have	been	singing	away	in	the	
woods	for	some	weeks	now.	Listen	out	for	the	Turtle	Dove	around	the	village	

from	this	month	onwards	too.	These	pretty	birds	are	becoming	increasingly	rare	
and	are	red	listed	in	England.	They	return	from	their	winter	homes	in	the	middle	
east	and	north	africa	in	late	April	or	early	May	and	last	year	we	had	confirmed	

sightings	of	them	in	Ashburnham	Village	and	at	Ashburnham	Place.	Listen	out	for	
their	distinctive	purring	call.	If	you	are	interested	in	how	to	improve	habits	to	
encourage	them	to	breed	here,	check	out	this	website	which	has	lots	of	useful	

information,	www.operationturtledove.org	

Jay	Ashworth	

mailto:Florence.wolfe@struttandparker.com
mailto:Florence.wolfe@struttandparker.com


Villag
e	Not

icebo
ard	

Pub	Quiz		
at	the	Ash	Tree	Inn	

Tuesday	7th	May	at	7.45pm	
£1	entry,	£5	set	meal	

01424	892104		
Join	us	for	a	battle	of	wits!	

Book	Club	
	Our	next	gathering	will	be	at	2pm	on	

Friday	31st	May	at	
Street	Cottage	

For	details	call	Nicky	on	01424	892474	
We	will	be	chatting	about	the	books	
we	have	enjoyed	since	the	last	time	
we	met:	sharing,	swapping,	lending	

and	recommending	

Village	Lunch	
Wednesday	15th	May		
at	the	Village	Hall	

Lunch	is	cooked	for	any	older	
residents	in	our	villages	who	would	
like	a	bit	of	company	and	a	delicious		

home	cooked	meal.		

Do	get	in	touch	with	Janet	if	you’d	
like	to	join	in,	it’s	a	good	way	to	meet	

new	people	and	get	to	know		
other	villagers.		

If	you	can’t	get	there	under	your	own	
steam,	transport	can	easily	be	

arranged	for	you	

For	more	information	or	to	book	a	
place,	ring	Janet	on	01424	892311

Table	Tennis	Club		
Meets	at	the	Village	Hall	on	
Wednesdays	at	7.45pm	

Call	Janet	on	01424	892311		
for	more	information

Monday	20th	May	
Jay	Ashworth	will	be	leading	a	
guided	walk	around	the	gardens		

at	Ashburnham	Place	

ASHBURNHAM	&	
	PENHURST	WI

For	more	details	see	our	webpage		
https://ashburnham-penhurst.net/			

Follow	us	on	Facebook
MI	

Meets	on	Tuesday	14th	May	
at	the	Ash	Tree	Inn	from	8.30pm	

All	men	in	the	Villages	welcome	to	
join	us	for	a	drink	and	find	out	more	

about	our	upcoming	events	

Meet	at	7pm	in	the	Upper	Slype/
Orangery	Car	Park	at	Ashburnham	

Place,	TN33	9NF	



 Yoga 
at the Pavilion 

Come and join us for fun and friendly 
yoga sessions  

All ages and levels welcomed 
Mondays 9.15 to 10.45 am 

For more information call Helen on 
01424 893033 07856472224 or 

yogahoadie@gmail.com

C. Waterhouse & Sons 
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY  

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
 

High Street, Burwash, East Sussex, TN19 7ET 
www.cwaterhouseandsons.co.uk   
email: funerals@cwaterhouse.co.uk 

24 Hour Service—Please call (01435) 882219 

Caring and personal service by a family owned company that has 
maintained its traditions of discretion, and professionalism over  

four generations. 

Bespoke Pre-paid  
Funeral Plan 

available 
‘The Independent Way’  

I’m	sorry	to	announce	that	Ron	has	stopped	rambling	-	well,	he’s	
decided	to	retire	his	regular	piece	in	the	magazine	anyway!	I	want	to	
thank	Ron	for	his	entertaining	contributions	to	the	Parish	magazine	
over	the	last	couple	of	years.	If	there	are	any	other	budding	writers	
out	there	do	get	in	touch,	we	would	love	to	include	more	articles	in	
the	magazine	each	month.		

Jay	Ashworth	

Meets at the Sports Pavilion 

mailto:yogahoadie@gmail.com
mailto:yogahoadie@gmail.com


  

If	you	are	planning	to	visit	anytime	here	is	notice	that	we	will	be	closed	this	year	
for	the	following	dates:	

MAY:	 								 Saturday	4th	–	Sunday	5th		
JULY:	 								 Saturday	20th	–	Wednesday	31st		
AUGUST:						 Thursday	1st	–	Friday	16th,	Friday	23rd	–	Sunday	25th		
NOVEMBER:	 Saturday	23rd	–	Sunday	24th		

We	may	be	closed	for	other	dates	during	2019.	Notice	of	closures	will	be	displayed	in	
the	Orangery	and	on	our	Facebook	page	or	please	call	before	visiting. 

Open:	Tuesday	–	Sunday:	10.30am-5.00pm	
Orangery	Tea	Room,	Ashburnham	Place,	Battle,	East	Sussex,	TN33	9NF	

Tel:	01424	894203	Email:	orangery@ashburnham.org.uk	

The	Filling	Station	at		Ashburnham	Place	

The	Filling	Station	is	an	informal	way	of	expressing	the	Christian	
Faith,	meeting	on	Monday	13th	May	

Our	speaker	will	be	Rachel	Hickson,	speaking	on	‘Wise	Choices’.	
Rachel	is	a	Director	of	the	HeartCry	Ministries.	

Meet	at	7pm	for	Coffee	and	Cakes	before	gathering	in		
the	Great	Hall	for	worship,	speaker	and	prayer	ministry.		

Come	and	be	filled	up!	

For	more	details	see	website		
www.thefillingstation.org/station/ashburnham	or	contact	
Catherine	on	01580	881816	or	catherine@duggleby.com	

Hydra Cleaning Services 

Commercial	and	domestic	
Fully	insured	

o Windows	–		interior	and	exterior	
o Gutter	clearance	
o Fascias	and	soffits	
o Weatherboarding	
o Pressure	washing	

All	cleaned	with	our	unique	pure	
hot	water	system	

Call	James	for	a	free	quote,	
Tel:	07515460008	

Email:	hydracleaning@mail.com	

www.hydracleaning.co.uk

WILL WRITING SERVICE 
Usual fee per will 

£125 plus VAT 
Free wills brochure  
available on request 

(Lasting Powers of Attorney  
from £235 + VAT) 

Tel: 01323 460395 

Barry & Co Solicitors 
Bay Terrace, Pevensey Bay 

East Sussex BN24 6EE 
PROBATE ADVICE 

No obligation legal advice on initiating 
Probate and Estate Administration 

Tel: 01323 768382 
Or contact  

rachel@barryandco.org

the	PlayCafé						‘too	small	for	school’	

Wednesday	mornings	(term	times),	10am	till	12	noon	
Adults	must	be	accompanied	by	at	least	one	baby	or	toddler!	

You	can	find	us	at	Ashburnham	Church	Hall,	in	the	grounds	of		
	Ashburnham	Place,	Battle.	TN33	9NF	

You	can	park	in	the	main	car	park	and	the	Café	is	signposted	from	there.		
All	are	welcome	to	come	for	coffee,	chat	and	play.	

Plenty	of	toys,	messy	creative	play,	singing,	outside	fun,		
a	quiet	corner	for	tiny	tots.		

Give	Margaret	a	ring	on	01424	777011.	If	she’s	not	in,		
leave	a	message	and	she	will	ring	you	back	as	soon	as	she	can.	

		
Supported	by	Ashburnham	Church

http://www.thefillingstation.org/station/ashburnham
mailto:catherine@duggleby.com
mailto:rachel@barryandco.org
mailto:hydracleaning@mail.com
http://www.hydracleaning.co.uk/
http://www.thefillingstation.org/station/ashburnham
mailto:catherine@duggleby.com
mailto:rachel@barryandco.org
mailto:hydracleaning@mail.com
http://www.hydracleaning.co.uk/


Ashburnham Doggy  
Day-Care and Boarding 

At work or out all day? 
Drop your dog off with me for  

care and walkies! 
8am to 5pm - £20 

Half day sessions £10 
Overnight care also available 

Louise Edwards 
Timberyard Cottage, Ashburnham 

Call 01424 893239 
Or mobile:  07818 086004

Grounds and Gardens 
Now that spring is really here we 
are starting to sell plants outside 
the Orangery again. These have 

all been raised onsite in the 
greenhouses in the Walled 

Garden by Jay. Come and see 
what we have on offer! 

History Walks  
Thur 6th June & Sat 7th Sept 

Nature Walks 
Thur 12th Sept & Sat 21st Sept 

For more information go to 
www.ashburnham.org.uk  

Penhurst Retreat Centre 

As	you	will	know,	Richard	and	Storm	are	sadly	leaving	the	Retreat	Centre	and	
the	village	in	June	and	so	the	trustees	of	the	Retreat	Centre	would	like	to	invite	
all	those	in	our	villages	who	know	and	love	them	to	come	to	a	farewell	
celebration	on	Saturday	22nd	June.	The	event	will	include	a	chance	for	those	
associated	with	the	Retreat	Centre	as	well	as	groups	and	societies	from	the	
villages	to	say	a	few	words	and	pay	tribute	to	Richard	and	Storm.		

The	details	are	still	being	finalised	but	it	is	likely	to	start	at	2pm	for	afternoon	
tea	with	the	goodbye	formalities	taking	place	from	3pm.	There	will	also	be	an	
evening	event	for	those	who	are	able	to	stay	on.		

Please	get	in	touch	with	us	via	email	events@penhurst.org.uk		to	let	us	know	if	
you	are	planning	to	come.	We	may	be	asking	for	some	help	nearer	the	time	too	
so	if	you’re	happy	to	bake	a	cake	or	serve	some	tea,	please	let	us	know!		

More	details	in	next	month’s	magazine!	
www.penhurst.org.uk 

01424 892088 
info@penhurst.org.uk

Elderflower	Cordial	Recipe	

Elder	trees	will	be	flowering	in	late	May	or	early	June,	keep	an	eye	out	for	the	
pretty	cream	coloured	flowers	and	pick	some	to	make	this	delicious	cordial.		
The	best	flowers	to	use	are	ones	that	are	just	open	and	picked	on	a		
dry,	sunny	day.		

25		 elderflower	heads	
3		 lemons	-	zest	and	juice	
1.5	l		 water	
1	kg		 sugar	

Inspect	the	flowers	for	insects,	shake	to	remove	any	then	place	the	heads	in	a	
large	bowl	with	the	lemon	zest	

Bring	the	water	to	the	boil	and	pour	over	the	flowers	and	zest,	cover	and	leave	
overnight	

Strain	the	liquid	through	muslin	or	a	jelly	bag	into	a	saucepan	

Add	the	sugar	and	lemon	juice	and	stir	till	the	sugar	dissolves,	simmer	for	2	
minutes	

Wash	and	sterilise	bottles	(either	rinse	out	carefully	with	boiling	water	or	wash	
and	rinse	before	putting	in	the	oven	at	140c	unit	completely	dry)	

Pour	the	juice	into	bottles	using	a	funnel	or	jug	and	seal	immediately	

You	can	also	freeze	some	of	the	cordial	in	ice	cube	trays,	then	just	pop	one	into	a	
a	glass	when	you	need	a	drink!		

This	recipe	is	from	the	new	Penhurst	Retreat	Centre	Cookery	Book		
which	contains	lots	of	lovely	recipes	which	are	used	at	the	Centre	and	some	that	
the	staff	and	volunteers	have	suggested.	If	you	would	like	a	copy	of	the	Cookery	

Book	they	are	for	sale	in	the	little	shop	at	the	Retreat	Centre.		

mailto:events@penhurst.org.uk
mailto:events@penhurst.org.uk


Plant	Sale		
and	Refreshments	

Saturday	18th	May	
10am	-	Noon	

Sports	Pavilion	
Ashburnham	
TN33	9NU	

Shrubs	&	Perennials	
Bedding	&	Vegetable	Plants



Battle	Area	Flexible	Bus		
A	booking	needs	to	be	made	in	advance	-	

call	Peter	(01424	-	772001)	
Ashburnham	to	Eastbourne		

B82:	
Ashburnham	to	Tenterden/Ashford	B84:	

Ashburnham	to	Tunbridge	Wells		
B87	

Bus	passes	can	be	used	on	all	services	
after	9.30am

"105"	IS	THE	NUMBER	TO	CALL	IF	YOU	GET	A	POWER	CUT	
105	is	a	single	helpline	service	for	householders	to	report	power	failures	or	safety	

concerns,	or	to	get	information	during	a	blackout.		
Calls	to	105	are	free	of	charge	and	will	put	you	through	to	your	local	electricity	
network	operator.	You	can	call	105	from	landlines	and	most	mobile	phones.

Battle	Area	Community	Transport	
Every	Tuesday-	10am	The	Pound	

10.05am	Ash	Tree	Inn	
10.25am	arrive	Battle	Abbey	Green	
12.05pm	leave	Battle	Abbey	Green	

12.30pm	Ash	Tree	Inn	

Parish	Magazine	Contact	Details		

If	you	would	like	to	advertise	
phone	Andy	on	01424	893033	or		
email	hoadie86@yahoo.co.uk	

If	you	have	a	question	about	delivery	
contact	Catherine	on	01580	881816	
To	submit	articles	or	village	notices	

contact	Jay	Ashworth	on		
01424	532972	/	07876	484945	or		

email	jay.ashworth@btinternet.com

For	Ashburnham	Church	events	and	information	go	to	
www.ashburnhamandpenhurstchurches.org.uk	

For	Village	events	and	information	go	to		
www.ashburnham-penhurst.net

For	information	about		
Church	Services	contact	

Ashburnham	Church		 	 	
Revd	Peter	Walker	 01424	892941	
p.walker977@btinternet.com		
Penhurst	Church	 	 	
Anthony	Ramsey	 01323	764557	
Ashburnham	Chapel	 	 	
Fay	Ramsden	 	 07860	113413	
	 	 	 01424	830078	

	Please	note	that	the	inclusion	of	
advertisements	for	local	services	in	this	

magazine	does	not	constitute	a	
recommendation.		

Readers	are	advised	to	make	their	own	
enquiries	to	ensure	good	service.

MANNA
ACADEMY
MANNA

Christian Performing Arts

Donation based musical theatre classes for ages 5 - 18

Starting February 1st   | 4 pm
Contact us for more information - sarah@mannaministries.org.uk 

www.mannaministries.org.uk    @MinistriesManna   Registered Charity Number: 1163871

ACADEMY

Ashburnham Academy

Advertise	here		

contact	Andy	Hoad	for	
details	

hoadie86@yahoo.co.uk

Book	Recommendation	

following	on	from	last	month’s	book,	‘The	Running	Hare’	by	John	Lewis-
Stempel,	I	can	recommend	another	of	his	books,		

‘Meadowland	The	Private	Life	of	an	English	Field’		
in	this	book	he	writes	about	a	year	in	a	field	on	his	farm	in	Herefordshire,	

detailing	the	history	of	the	area	as	well	as	the	flora	and	fauna	that	grows	or	
visits	each	month.	Like	his	other	books	it	is	beautifully	written	in	such	a	way	
that	you	can	clearly	picture	everything	he	describes	and	his	knowledge	and	

love	of	the	natural	world	shines	through.			

I	bought	my	copy	at	Rother	Books	in	Battle,	it	is	great	to	be	able	to		
browse	in	a	local	bookshop	and	pick	up	something	unexpected		

that	turns	out	to	be	a	gem!		

If	you’ve	read	a	good	book	lately,	why	not	send	a	quick	email	to	me	at	the	
address	below	-	let	us	all	know	what	you	loved	about	it.	

Jay	Ashworth	
jay.ashowrth@btinternet.com		

mailto:p.walker977@btinternet.com
mailto:jay.ashowrth@btinternet.lcom
mailto:hoadie86@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:hoadie86@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:jay.ashowrth@btinternet.lcom
mailto:hoadie86@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:hoadie86@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:p.walker977@btinternet.com


The	Art	Group	
meets	every	Thursday	morning	from	10am	to	1pm	in		

The	Sports	Pavilion,	Ashburnham,	TN33	9NU	

Sadly	we	have	no	Tutor	booked	for	May	
(The	next	Workshop	Day	for	diaries	will	be	next	month,	27th	June		

with	Mark	Fisher.	For	booking	arrangements,	see	below)	

You	are	always	welcome	to	drop	in	for	a	creative	morning	for		
just	£5	every	Thursday	

***********	

Tea	and	coffee	provided	but	please	bring	a	packed	lunch	on		
workshop	days.	Details	of	all	our	Tutored	Sessions	and	Workshop		

Days	will	be	published	here.		

Drop	in	any	Thursday	to	non-tutor	sessions	for	£5	but		
for	the	Tutored	Sessions	at	£12	on	the	day,	and	Workshop	Days	at	£20	

please	book	your	place	by	texting	your	name		
(and	email	address	if	you	need	directions)	to		

Barbara:	07703	284496	or	Elfreda:	07774	066578.			

Ashburnham	Church	Hall	

The	Church	Hall	is	situated	in	the	grounds	of	Ashburnham	Place,	tucked	
just	inside	the	wall	of	the	Kitchen	Garden.		It	is	used	for	Sunday	school,	

the	Play	Cafe,	coffee	after	the	Sunday	morning	service	and	the	
occasional	Sunday	shared	lunch.	

The	building	consists	of	one	large	room,	two	smaller	rooms,	two	WCs	
and	a	very	well	equipped	kitchen.		There	is	a	small	garden	at	the	back.	
Village	residents	are	welcome	to	use	the	facilities	for	children’s	parties,	
coffee	mornings,	teas,	committee	meetings,	etc,	and	we	simply	ask	for	

a	donation	towards	the	upkeep	of	the	hall.	

Clive	Mills	has	taken	over	as	caretaker	of	the	hall,	and	also	keeps	the	
bookings	diary.		Please	contact	him	if	you	would	like	to	make	a	
booking,	or	if	you	have	any	other	query	about	the	hall.		You	can	
telephone	on	01424	777011,	or	email	to	clive.mills@ymail.com	

Messy	People	

It	has	always	fascinated	me	that,	at	the	Last	Supper,	when	Jesus	said,	“One	of	you	
will	 betray	 me,”	 the	 disciples	 did	 not	 with	 one	 accord	 swing	 round	 and	 look	 at	
Judas.		“Well,	we	all	know	who	that’s	going	to	be!”		Rather	they	began	to	ask	Jesus	
one	by	one,	“Is	it	me?”		All	the	disciples	knew	that	they	had	it	within	themselves	to	
fail,	to	let	Jesus	down,	to	make	a	mess	of	things.	

But	 the	 great	 thing	 about	 Jesus	was	 that	 he	 chose	 them	 all.	 	 And	 he	 loved	 and	
included	each	of	them	in	his	life	and	ministry,	from	Levi,	the	puppet	of	the	Romans,	
to	Simon	the	Zealot,	who	hated	everything	the	Romans	stood	for.	 	 	Jesus	shared	
that	last	meal	with	them	all,	including	Judas,	and	he	washed	his	feet	too.			

An	ability	to	deal	with	messy	people	is	one	of	Jesus’	great	gifts.	 	He	was	relaxed	in	
the	company	of	 the	disreputable	bunch	of	people	 that	 followed	him	 round	–	 the	
prostitutes,	beggars,	people	with	physical	disabilities	or	despised	ethnic	groups.		In	
fact	he	obviously	liked	these	people	and	because	of	him	they	dared	to	believe	that	
they	could	be	part	of	the	kingdom	of	God.	

So	often	when	we	are	going	through	a	bad	patch,	and	our	lives	are	falling	apart,	we	
feel	 a	 sense	 of	 failure.	 	 Christians	 shouldn’t…have	 failed	 marriages,	 lose	 their	
temper,	hate	one	another,	be	fed	up	with	church,	question	what	we’ve	been	taught	
as	eternal	truths.		But	often	we	do	–	and	we	get	depressed.	But	God	still	loves	us	at	
those	times.	 	Psalm	103	says:	 	“As	a	father	has	compassion	on	his	children,	so	the	
Lord	has	compassion	on	those	who	fear	him;	for	he	knows	how	we	are	formed,	he	
remembers	that	we	are	dust.”	

When	things	go	wrong,	and	we	make	a	mess	of	life,	we	do	not	need	to	be	paralysed	
by	the	thought	that	God	is	angry	with	us.	 	God	is	not	disillusioned	by	us.	 	He	never	
had	any	illusions	in	the	first	place.		He	knows	we	are	dust.		But	he	loves	us	just	as	we	
are,	and	longs	for	us	to	work	with	him	in	getting	through	the	bad	times	and	helping	
others	through	their	bad	times	too.	

Jennifer	Oldroyd	

Very	many	thanks	to	everyone	who	contacted	me	after	my	article	about	Tuneless	
Choirs	 in	 the	April	magazine.	 	 (It	appears	 that	 the	Vicar’s	wife	 loves	 to	sing	Dolly	
Parton	songs…!)	

I	have	 investigated,	and	 it	 is	quite	expensive	to	obtain	a	Tuneless	Choir	 franchise,	
but	I	am	sure	we	could	get	some	sort	of	musical	group	going	in	the	village.		

I	will	pursue	this	further,	but	do	feel	free	to	get	in	touch	if	you	have	any	ideas.	

Jennifer	Oldroyd	

mailto:clive.mills@ymail.com
mailto:clive.mills@ymail.com


New	Village	Hall	Fund	Raising	

As	most	of	the	hurdles	that	have	delayed	the	start	date	for	the	new		
village	hall	are	now	falling	away,	we	have	decided	to	ramp	up	our		

fundraising	efforts	for	the	project.	

The	biggest	fund	raiser	last	year	was	the	Country	Fair,		
raising	around	£4,000.			

We	are	hoping	to	improve	on	this	by	adding	an	auction	of	promises	and	
other	events	to	the	day.		If	you	have	any	ideas	for	items	that	could	be	
included	in	the	auction	then	please	let	anyone	on	the	fund	raising	
committee	know.	It	could	be	an	unwanted	gift	or	the	donation	of		

time	or	skills.			

We	are	also	looking	for	volunteers	to	help	on	the	day	with	tasks	such	as		
running	a	stall,	flipping	burgers	or	parking	cars.	

We	will	also	be	catering	for	an	event	that	the	vintage	motor	cycle	club	are	
holding	on	the	recreation	ground	on	13th	July.		All	the	profits	from	the	

cakes	and	teas,	Barbeque	and	bar	will	be	going	to	the		
new	village	hall	project.		

Any	offers	of	help	on	the	day	would	be	greatly	appreciated.	

Thanks	so	much,	Richard	White	

Flower Show and Country Fair 
Saturday 27th July 2019 

This popular event is taking place again this year at the  
Sports Ground in Ashburnham with a new,  

earlier starting time of  1.30pm. 

There will be all the usual attractions (and some new ones!) 
including the fun dog show, delicious cake, pimms and burgers, 

story telling, live music, traditional games, lawn mower challenge, 
stalls, display of  interesting vehicles and much, much more! 

New for 2019 
Auction of  
Promises

Do put the date in your diaries 
and come along! 

Flower Show 

You should have received a Flower Show Schedule with your 
Parish Magazine this month.  

If  you didn’t get one, or need another copy go to the Parish 
website where you can download a copy  

www.ashburnham-penhurst.net 

Do have a look through and think about what you might enter, 
there are classes for those with green fingers, those with 

aspirations to enter the Great British Bake Off  or the Sewing Bee 
and lots of  classes for kids - something for everyone!  

http://www.ashburnham-penhurst.net
http://www.ashburnham-penhurst.net


100	Club		

Raise	money	for	the	New	Village	Hall	and	you		
could	win	a	cash	prize!	

It	costs	just	£12	for	a	full	year	and	you	could	win	the		
monthly	draw	of	£25	

The	Prize	Draw	is	held	at	the	Pub	Quiz	at	the	Ash	Tree	Inn	each	month	

To	sign	up	or	renew	your	membership		
Ring	Robin	or	Gill	on	01424	892674

Ashburnham and Penhurst Flower Show  
and Country Fair 

Our next planning meeting is on Wednesday 22nd May,  
7.30pm at the Sports Pavilion 

Do come along if  you’d like to help, or let us know if  you have any 
good ideas for stalls or attractions!  

New	Village	Hall	Update	

We	hope	you	enjoyed	seeing	the	display	at	the	Village	Meeting	last	
month.	For	those	that	couldn’t	make	it,	you	missed	seeing	the	latest	

plans	for	the	new	Village	Hall	as	well	as	some	photographs	of	materials	
we	are	hoping	to	use	and	of	course,	Paul’s	fabulous	model	of	the	

proposed	Hall	in	all	its	glory!		
As	Brian	mentioned	in	the	Parish	Council	News,	now	that	we	have	
agreement	from	the	landlords,	the	lottery	funded	work	on	the	

entranceway	will	be	starting	soon.	As	well	as	all	the	hard	work	going	
on	behind	the	scenes	it	will	be	good	to	see	some	more	progress	being	

made	at	the	site	itself.		
Jay	Ashworth	

Parish	Council	News	

The	sound	of	leather	on	willow	heralds	
the	start	of	spring	perhaps	more	than	
does	the	cuckoo!	It	is	also	the	season	
when	everything	kicks	off	at	the	pavilion.		
Popular	as	a	venue	all	year	round	it	comes	
into	its	own	now	the	days	are	longer	and	
warmer.	

Along	with	the	increase	in	activity	
because	of	cricket,	it	is	also	time	to	
continue	with	the	upkeep	of	the	grounds	
and	building.		Fortunately,	the	annual	
income	from	letting	fees	is	sufficient	to	cover	costs	in	a	normal	year.	

The	building	maintenance	programme	this	year	is	to	complete	the	interior	
decoration	and	to	give	the	exterior	cladding	its	periodic	treatment.		A	number	of	
one	off		projects	are	also	in	hand.		These	include	landscaping	around	the	concrete	
slab	where	the	old	pavilion	stood	and	this	is	mostly	funded	from	the	residue	of	
funds	raised	during	the	diamond	jubilee	year	of	HM	The	Queen.		Other	one	off	jobs	
are	creating	a	gated	entrance	to	the	field	at	the	New	Buildings	Farm	end	and	
putting	up	a	suitable	barrier	in	front	of	the	hedge	along	the	lane	boundary.		This	is	
to	stop	cricket	balls	disappearing	into	the	new	hedge	that	is	now	coming	into	its	
third	summer	and	starting	to	put	on	weight.		

Finally,	a	legal	agreement	has	been	completed	with	the	landlords,	the	Ashburnham	
Estate,	permitting	improvements	to	the	entrance	from	the	road.		This	was	one	of	
the	preconditions	of	planning	permission	for	the	new	village	hall.		The	cost	of	the	
work	is	fully	funded	from	our	successful	lottery	fund	bid	to	Awards	for	All	last	year.	

Brian	Holdstock,	Clerk	to	the	Council	
Email:	clerk@ashburnham-penhurst.net	
Land	line:	01323	832082	with	answering	machine.	Text:	07836	716723	
If	leaving	telephone	voice	messages	please	leave	your	name	and	a	call	back	number.	

Council	meetings	are	on	the	last	Wednesday	of	alternate	months	(next	29	May	2019)	and	Planning	Committee	(if	required)	meets	on	
the	last	Wednesday	of	intervening	months.	

All	meetings	are	in	public	and	members	of	the	public	are	encouraged	to	attend.		There	is	an	agenda	slot	near	the	start	of	the	
meeting	for	members	of	the	public	to	address	the	Council.		The	agenda	is	published	online	at	the	village	web	site	three	clear	days	
before	the	meeting	and	hard	copy	is	put	on	the	notice	boards	at	The	Chapel	and	Penhurst	Granary.	

A	summary	of	currently	undecided	or	recently	determined	planning	applications	is	on	the	‘Planning’	page	at	the	village	web	site.		It	
contains	a	link	to	the	Rother	DC	planning	portal	if	you	want	to	view	documents.	



Wed 1 10am-12pm 
7.45pm

Play Cafe  
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall 
Village Hall

Thu 2 10am-3.30pm 
7.30pm 
8pm

Art Group 
Bell Ringing 
Ashburnham Church Housegroups

Sports Pavilion 
Ashburnham Church  
Various Locations

Fri 3 10.30am-12pm Coffee Stop Sports Pavilion

Sat 4

Sun 5 10.30am 
10.30am 
6.30pm

All Age Service  
Holy Communion 
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church 
Penhurst Church 
Ashburnham Chapel 

Mon 6 
Bank 
Holiday 

9.15-10.45am Yoga  Sports Pavilion 

Tue 7 7.45pm Pub Quiz Ash Tree Inn

Wed 8 10am-12pm 
7.45pm 

Play Cafe  
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall 
Village Hall 

Thu 9 10am-1pm 
7.30pm 
7.30pm

Art Group 
Bell Ringing 
Hour of  Prayer 

Sports Pavilion 
Ashburnham Church  
Ashburnham Church Hall

Fri 10

Sat 11

Sun 12 10.30am  
10.30am 
6.30pm

Holy Communion with Children’s Activities  
Morning Prayer  
Evening Service 

Ashburnham Church 
Penhurst Church 
Ashburnham Chapel 

May	Diary

Mon 13 9.15-10.45am 
7pm 

Yoga  
Filling Station 

Sports Pavilion 
Ashburnham Place 

Tue 14 8.30pm MI Ash Tree Inn

Wed 15 12.30pm 
7.45pm

Village Lunch 
Table Tennis

Village Hall 
Village Hall

Thu 16 10am-1pm 
7.30pm 
8pm

Art Group 
Bell Ringing 
Ashburnham Church House Groups

Sports Pavilion 
Ashburnham Church  
Various Locations 

Fri 17

Sat 18 10am-12pm Plant Sale and Coffee Morning Sports Pavilion 

Sun 19 10.30am  
10.30am 
6.30pm

Morning Prayer with Children’s Activities  
Holy Communion 
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church 
Penhurst Church 
Ashburnham Chapel 

Mon 20 9.15-10.45am 
7.15pm 

Yoga  
WI Tour of  Ashburnham Place Gardens 

Sports Pavilion  
Orangery Car Park  

Tue 21

Wed 22 10am-12pm 
7.30pm 

7.45pm

Play Cafe 
Flower Show and Country Fair Planning 
Meeting 
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall 
Sports Pavilion  
Village Hall

Thu 23 10am - 1pm 
7.30pm 

Art Group 
Bell Ringing 

Sports Pavilion 
Ashburnham Church  

Fri 24

Sat 25

Sun 26 10.30am  
10.30am 
6.30pm

Holy Communion with Children’s Activities  
Rogation Service  
Evening Service  

Ashburnham Church 
Penhurst Church  
Ashburnham Chapel 

Mon 27

Tue 28

Wed 29 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Sports Pavilion 

Thu 30 10am-1pm 
7.30pm 
8pm

Art Group 
Bell Ringing 
Ashburnham Church House Groups

Sports Pavilion

Fri 31 2pm Book Club Street Cottage 


