Ashburnham Estate Properties to rent
From time to time properties become available to rent on
the Ashburnham Estate. If you would like to be contacted when
something becomes available, without any obligation, please do let us
know. Contact the Land Agent, Florence Wolfe on 01273 407012, Mobile
07458 117431 or email: Florence.Wolfe@struttandparker.com for this and
any other Ashburnham Estate matters.

JF Stoneworks
Specialists in stone

NEW MEMORIALS
CLEANING & RENOVATION
ADDITONAL INSCRIPTIONS
GRANITE & MARBLE WORKTOPS
STONE BUILDING RESTORATION
DOMESTIC STONE WORK
No. 2 Kingswell Estate, Beech Farm, Netherfield Hill, Battle,
East Sussex, TN33 0LL Showroom: 01424 774497
www.jfstoneworks.co.uk Email: enquiries@jfstoneworks.co.uk

ABBEY
Furniture Catering Equipment Marquee Hire
We provide catering and
furniture equipment for
all events.
Based in Battle, East Sussex
we cover Sussex and Kent.
Please visit our website or call
us today for a free
quotation.

W:
www.abbeycateringservices.co.uk
E:
info@abbeycateringservices.co.uk
T: 01424 830347
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Holiday Cottage on the
Isle of Wight

!
!
!
!
!
!

Quiet location with parking
Sleeps 4 plus 1
Easy access to the beach
Beautiful walks from the house
Ideal place to relax and unwind
Lovely secure garden with
furniture
! Free WIFI
For more details, prices, pictures and
full information, go to
www.applehousetotlandbay.co.uk

ETB four star Gold Award

J. Birrell
Oil Fired Boilers, Aga
and Rayburn
Servicing and Repairs
22 Years Experience
Fully Insured
Home 01580 880804
Mobile 079077 95603

Don’t forget that the clocks go back on 25th October
Please send contributions for the November issue by Friday 2nd October
We reserve the right of refusal & the right to edit any articles

Church Services in October
Ashburnham Church

All Services at 10.30am
4th October Harvest Celebration
with collection for Bexhill and Battle Food Bank
11th October Holy Communion
18th October Morning Prayer
25th October Holy Communion
Services are different from what we are used to due to the Government
guidelines so we have a simple said service as we are not allowed to sing
hymns. We are aware not everyone will be able or willing to join us, so Revd
Peter will continue to produce a service outline to use at home. If you wish to
receive this please email him. At the church there are appropriate measures to
ensure social distancing and hand sanitiser is available. Everyone is welcome as
we meet together in person again.

Registered
with
the General
Registered
with the
General
OsteopathicOsteopathic
Council and the
Institute
of Osteopathy,
East Sussex of
Osteopaths
offer clinic
Council
& the Institute
Osteopathy
appointments in Dallington and Heathfield.

East To
Sussex
Osteopaths offer
book, please call 07762 576 492
clinic appointments in
www.eastsussex-osteopaths.co.uk
Dallington and Heathfield
Calls for complementary advice also welcome

To book an appointment, please call

07762 576 492
www.eastsussex-osteopaths.co.uk
Calls for complementary advice

Due to lockdown, Ashburnham Church had to delay its Annual Meeting this
year. It will now take place by Zoom on Monday 5th October at 7pm, so that as
many people as possible can join us.
Everyone is welcome to attend, but only those on the electoral roll of the
church will be entitled to take part in the various elections.
For more details about the meeting, nomination forms for churchwardens and
PCC members, and any applications to join the electoral roll, please contact
Rachel Bickersteth, PCC Secretary on
pccsecretary.stpetersashburnham@gmail.com.

Penhurst Church

All services at 10.30am
4th October Holy Communion
11th October Morning Prayer
18th October Holy Communion
25th October Morning Prayer

Ashburnham Chapel

Join the Chapel congregation at 7pm each Sunday for a Zoom Service
Get in touch with Fay Ramsden for details of how to join in

also welcome

Sarahjane Prince Cert. Ed.
MSMA.MAR.
Appointments in Dallington and
Heathfield
Sports Massage
Aromatherapy
Swedish Massage

Zone Face Lift
Reflexology
Fertility & Delivery
Reflexology

07762 576 495
info@eastsussexmassage.co.uk
www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk

Meridian Marquees
We provide a complete service for
the ultimate party, wedding or
corporate event.
Our Marquees are an ideal venue in
all seasons. We provide heating,
stunning interiors, a wide range of
furniture, dance floors, stages and
much more.
For a free site visit and quotation
please contact us on
01424 893757
07976 704632
dave@meridian-marquees.co.uk

If you have food or toiletries to
donate, please ring 01424 893154 for
details of where to drop them off.
Alternatively use the boxes in most
major supermarkets

Shipping Container to rent
suitable for all types of storage
on secure site on the outskirts of
Battle/Hastings
20’ x 8’ x 8’ (1280 cu.ft) £24 p.w
or larger containers
40’ x 9’6” x 8’(3072 cu.ft)£39 p.w
For more information ring
Fay on 07860 113413

Tom Gooders Tree Surgery
Fully qualified tree surgeons
All aspects of tree work
professionally undertaken
07817 572291

ROB DEDMAN
HOME MAINTENANCE
All work undertaken in and
around the home
Painting and decorating
Bathrooms and tiling
Tel: 01424 774764
Mob: 07976 741950
E: robdedman1066@gmail.com
References available
Fully insured

Gardening Services
(and small D.I.Y. projects)
Contact Clive Kent
01435 866191
(mobile 07474 518718)

Ashburnham Estate
TO LET – available from August

Secure storage unit available to rent
Approx. 700 sq ft gross external area,
double doors
Contact Florence Wolfe
Florence.wolfe@struttandparker.com

or 07458 117431
for more information

Dear Friends,
We had a power cut this morning along with 500 other local homes.
No early morning tea, no coffee, no lights in the bathroom, no radio
for the early morning news. How we take it for granted that whenever we
throw a switch the lights come on, the kettle boils, the radio/tv come on.
There was jingle some years ago when the power companies were being
privatised: ‘I’ve got the power’. Well this morning we didn’t, and how
hampered we felt, so much so that we went out to Battle for a coffee.
Upon returning home and after 12 texts from the power company keeping
me well informed of progress, the lights were back on and everything
returned to normal.
This made me think how hampered we are if we are cut off from the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amazingly many people just ignore the source of
this great power, and struggle on in the Christian life without the power
Jesus promised his first disciples and us! ‘Wait… until you are clothed from
power from on high’. It’s like a garment which we wear each day. The other
Sunday I suggested folk look at Ephesians 6 to see what St. Paul says about
putting on each piece of armour. What an attire:- clothed with the Holy
Spirit and armed with each piece of armour. This is the way we live a
Christian life!
May we say with that jingle each day: ‘I’ve got the power’!
With my prayers,
Agmerhurst Granary, Kitchenham Road,
Ashburnham, Battle, TN33 9NA
Tel: 01424 892941
p.walker977@btinternet.com

Book Club
October book group. By Zoom
Friday October 30th at 2pm. All welcome!
As usual we will be talking about the books we’ve read and enjoyed since the last
time we met (more books than usual I’ve no doubt).
Our gathering will take place via the marvellous technology that is Zoom.
Zoom is free to download from https://zoom.us/download then choose “sign up
it’s free”. On the day Nicky will email the meeting ID to all our members.
If you’re not already on the mailing list but would like to join in, then just email
Nicky nickyatstreetcottage@gmail.com and we’ll add you to the invitation.

Filling Station
The Zoom October Filling Station meeting takes place on Monday 12th
October with Christine Perkins from the National Filling Station
speaking.

We supply and fit Carpets, Vinyls,
Laminates, Real Wood, Safety Flooring
for every location and budget

10% Discount with this ad!
Free estimates and advice
Our showroom is at 36 London Road,
Fast friendly service
St Leonards on Sea
(opposite Boots)
Expert fitting by our own fitters
Home selection service
Alternatively you can contact us
Domestic and commercial
and we will gladly bring samples to you!
Just call 01424 446222
Competitive prices
Fully insured
www.cornercarpetcompany.co.uk
All work guaranteed
info@cornercarpetcompany.co.uk
Over 500 rugs in our showroom
Customer satisfaction is very important to us and much of our work has come
from recommendations and repeat orders since we opened in 1998

Details of how to join the meeting by Zoom will be in
The Post and will on the local website at
thefillingstation.org/station/ashburnham
about a week before the meeting.

100 Club

If you’ve signed up for this, don’t worry it is still taking place!
Nat will make the draw at the beginning of the month and the result will be posted
on the Parish Website…..it could be you!
The Winner in September was Richard Hann
Raise money for the New Village Hall and you could win a cash prize!
It costs just £12 for a full year, you could win the monthly draw of £25.
To sign up or renew your membership ring Robin or Gill on 01424 892674

Manningtons are a local, friendly and practical accountancy firm assisting
clients through tax advice, accounts, book-keeping, audit, VAT, and
consultancy services. We can also act as Power of Attorney and Executor for
both private and business clients.
We have offices in Heathfield, Battle, Hastings and Hawkhurst, please pay us
a visit or give us a call on the numbers below.
8 High Street Heathfield TN21 8LS ~ Tel 01435 863699
39 High Street Battle TN33 0EE ~ Tel 01424774447
7 Wellington Square Hastings TN34 1PD ~ Tel 01424 721700
1A Victoria House Hawkhurst TN18 4NR ~ Tel 01580 752666
www.manningtons.net
ICAEW Registered Chartered Accountants No: C001366129

All these events and meetings in our
villages are postponed until further notice
Pub Quiz

at the Ash Tree Inn
01424 892104

Type to enter text
ASHBURNHAM &
PENHURST WI
For more details contact
ashburnhamandpenhurstwi@gmail.com

Village Walking Group

email Nicky on
nickyatstreetcottage@gmail.com for
information

The Art Group

email barbara.cornish@lilve.co.uk
for more information

MI

All men in the Villages welcome to join
us for a drink and find out more about
our upcoming events

Table Tennis Club
Call Janet on 01424 892311
for more information

Village Lunch

Your Local Satellite Installer and TV
Aerial Engineer
Telly Addicts install & setup satellite
equipment in your home, from Sky TV to
Freeview. Single and multi-room satellite
installations.
We are based in Hastings and cover East
Sussex from Eastbourne to Ashford.
Contact Bruce Rigglesford
07973 263652
01424 446642
info@tellyaddicts.co.uk
www.tellyaddicts.co.uk

at the Village Hall
For more information
ring Janet on 01424 892311

Filling Station
contact Catherine Duggleby on 07801
634034 for information

To all Group Leaders and
Members

if you run or are a member of a group
that usually meets regularly, why not
try and keep in touch virtually with
each other? It could be the only
contact some people get during the
week and might make a real
difference to someone who is stuck
at home.

Please note that the inclusion of
advertisements for local services in
this magazine does not constitute
a recommendation.
Readers are advised to make
their own enquiries to ensure
good service.

RHS Banksian Medal Awarded to Brian Holdstock
At the Flower Show the Banksian Medal from the Royal Horticultural Society is
awarded to whoever most points across the vegetable and fruit section.
This year, with no Flower Show, the RHS suggested the medal be awarded to
someone in the community who has gone over and above during the pandemic.
The Flower Show Committee decided that it should be awarded to
Brian Holdstock for all the work that he has done, on behalf of the Parish
Council in setting up phone lines, organising volunteers and getting to grips with
the ever changing legislation and support on offer.
Well done Brian and Thank you!

C. Waterhouse & Sons
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Caring and personal service by a family owned company that has
maintained its traditions of discretion, and professionalism over
four generations.

Bespoke Pre-paid
Funeral Plan
available
‘The Independent Way’
High Street, Burwash, East Sussex, TN19 7ET
www.cwaterhouseandsons.co.uk
email: funerals@cwaterhouse.co.uk
24 Hour Service—Please call (01435) 882219

Need a New Septic Tank?
Local Photographer Competition Success
A few years ago a photo of some of the Andrew’s sheep graced the cover of
this magazine, the photo was taken by Shane Stanbridge a very talented local
photographer. Next year, one of his photographs will feature in the popular
Countryfile Calendar! It is entitled, ‘Among the Purple Heather’ and is a great
picture of a deer peeking its head up through heather and looking towards the
camera. If you head over to the Countryfile website you can see his photo,
https://www.countryfile.com/countryfile-tv-show/countryfile-calendar/
countryfile-calendar-competition-2021/
Huge congratulations to Shane, apparently there were 60,000 entries this year
so it’s quite an achievement!

Is your Septic Tank festering?
The 2020 Septic Tank Binding Rules could mean fines if yours
doesn't comply.
BlockBusters Drainage and Plumbing Services can arrange to
have your septic tank emptied and then fully inspect the tank
for any defects or issues.
BlockBusters can even liaise with your insurers if a new tank is
needed so you only pay your excess for a whole new system!

Call BlockBusters on 0800 206 2078
www.blockbusters.co.uk

CHAPEL NEWS
We have now held 22 Zoom Services on a Sunday evening starting at 7 p.m and
we are finding new ways to use technology and bring our Service into the 21st
century! 😊 We would so love to see some of you join us sometimes. Dark
evenings are nearly upon us and taking less than an hour out of your lives to
thank God for all the blessings He has given us is surely the least we can do.

Opening Hours:
Monday: Closed
Tuesday – Sunday: 11.00am-4.00pm
The Orangery Tea Room is open in the beautiful 18th century Capability
Brown designed orangery at Ashburnham Place.
Join us on Facebook for regular updates and offers
www.facebook.com/orangerytearoom
Orangery Tea Room, Ashburnham Place, Battle, East Sussex, TN33 9NF.
Tel: 01424 894201 Email: orangery@ashburnham.org.uk

Hydra Cleaning Services
Commercial and domestic
Fully insured

o
o
o
o
o

Windows – interior and exterior
Gutter clearance
Fascias and soffits
Weatherboarding
Pressure washing
All cleaned with our unique pure
hot water system
Call James for a free quote,
Tel: 07515460008
Email: hydracleaning@mail.com
www.hydracleaning.co.uk

WILL WRITING SERVICE
Usual fee per will
£145 plus VAT
Free wills brochure
available on request
(Lasting Powers of Attorney
from £235 + VAT)
Tel: 01323 460395

Barry & Co Solicitors
Bay Terrace, Pevensey Bay
East Sussex BN24 6EE

PROBATE ADVICE

No obligation legal advice on
initiating Probate and Estate
Administration
Tel: 01323 768382
Or contact
rachel@barryandco.org

Just think, you don’t have to dress up, drive anywhere or even interrupt your
dinner, just put your laptop or ipad in front of you, click the link and you will see
lots of your friends on your screen, you can chat to them before the Service and
again afterwards and for the time in between you can see video clips, even join
in with the singing and just take time to thank our Wonderful Lord for keeping
us Covid-19 free and for all the other Blessings that we have received in the last
week. There has never been an easier time to join together in Praise and
Thanks! Do join us, I am sure if you just give our Service one try you will want to
come again!
I have been told many times by people I speak to that “they are Christians but
they don’t need to go to Chapel to say their prayers and thanks”. Well, now you
have the opportunity to join your friends, have a time of fellowship, say your
prayers, thanks and sing your praises without leaving your homes. Take the
plunge, be brave, JOIN US ON ZOOM!
These last few months have taught many people that a lot of the things that we
thought were essential are not. Our Bible tells us that we must love our
neighbours and look out for them and we have seen so much love, care and
helpfulness in our villages over the past few months. Let us also learn from this
pandemic that we MUST NOT take our God for granted, He deserves and
expects us to give Him, Praises, Thanks and Prayers and if you do not already
attend a place of Worship there is no better way to start than to join us on
Zoom.
Fay Ramsden is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Fay Ramsden's Zoom Meeting
Time: Sep 6, 2020 06:45 PM London
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4107830582?pwd=Nkd0UlpWaDBjOE1DZmdhRThOU2RLdz09
Meeting ID: 410 783 0582
Passcode: Fay

If you are not sure how to do this give me a ring on 07860 113413 and I will help
you
Fay

Parish Council News
In between the bi-monthly council meetings, councillors have continued to
meet every few weeks via Zoom. We have actually found that they provide
a forum for discussion which we did not have and I suspect that when
normal life returns we might want to continue with some Zoom
conversations. After all, two months is a long time between councillors
getting together.
As reported last month, discussions between the Parish Council and the
Ashburnham Estate about the new lease for the playing field and pavilion
resumed in September. On their conclusion, expected within a couple of
months, the parish council will have to decide what is in the best interests
of the community. However it is worth remembering that although the
pavilion is the property of the parish council, the land on which it stands
together with the rest of playing field is currently provided by the
Ashburnham Estate free of charge for the benefit of the parishes until 21st
December 2050.
The annual Service of Remembrance will take place at the war memorial in
Church Road on Sunday 8th November 2020 with people assembling in
time for a start at about 10.50am. It is unlikely that refreshments will be
available afterwards due to the Covid-19 restrictions. The pavilion is a
congested space, the numbers are generally 50 or more and there is no
wet weather plan. We all hope that normality will have returned by
November 2021.

Grounds and Gardens
Ashburnham Doggy
Day-Care and Boarding
At work or out all day?
Drop your dog off with me for
care and walkies!

All upcoming events and walks
have been cancelled.
During Orangery opening hours
(see ad elsewhere in the
magazine) you can walk around
the grounds and gardens.

8am to 5pm - £20
Half day sessions £10
Overnight care also available

We look forward to seeing you
all again soon. Stay safe.

Louise Edwards

Timberyard Cottage, Ashburnham

www.ashburnham.org.uk

Call 01424 893239
Or mobile: 07818 086004

www.penhurst.org.uk
01424 892088
info@penhurst.org.uk

Brian Holdstock, Clerk to the Council
Email: clerk@ashburnham-penhurst.net
Land line: 01323 832082 with answering machine
Text: 07836 716723
If leaving telephone voice messages be sure to leave your name and a call back number.
Council meetings are on the last Wednesday of alternate months (next two are 30 Sep and 25 November) and the
Planning Committee (if required) meets on the last Wednesday of intervening months.
All meetings are in public and members of the public are encouraged to attend. This includes online meetings during
the Coronavirus restrictions. If you wish to listen in then email the clerk in order to be sent the invitation link a few
minutes before the start of the meeting. There is an agenda slot near the start of the meeting for members of the
public to address the Council. The agenda is published online at the village web site three clear days before the
meeting and hard copy is put on the notice boards at The Chapel and Penhurst Granary. The dates of the next two
meetings are 30th September and 25th November 2020.

Parish Council Hotline 07836 716723
Call this number if you are worried about yourself or a neighbour,
if you need help or advice or would like to offer assistance

It’s been great to hear laughter and conversation throughout the house
since we re-opened. The team have worked hard getting to grips with the
new systems in place to keep everyone safe. One of our first guests
commented how good it was to be back, how much they needed a few
days away and how reassured they were by everything around the house.
We are also open for day guests, so why not come and enjoy the peace of
the grounds, summerhouses or sit by the lovely log fire. You can either
make a donation (minimum £15 suggested) and bring a packed lunch, or
pay £25 for the day and enjoy one of Janet’s home cooked lunches. If you
are interested, please contact the office to book.
We look forward to welcoming you soon!
Joanna, Nicci and the Penhurst team

Latest Government Advice
As of 14th September 2020

Limits on the number of people you can
see socially are changing.
From Monday 14 September, when
meeting friends and family you do not live
with you must not meet in a group of more
than 6, indoors or outdoors.
From 14 September - when the new rules
apply - it will be against the law to meet
people you do not live with in a group
larger than 6 (unless you are meeting as a
household or support bubble).
Go to the Government website listed
below for up to date details and
exemptions.

Important Contact Details
www.gov.uk/coronavirus - for up to date and detailed guidance
www.nhs.uk - for information about what to do if you fall ill
Call 07836 716723
If you are worried about yourself or a neighbour, if you need help or advice or
if you would like to offer help or assistance
Go to www.ashburnham-penhurst.net
For up to date information and local guidance

Useful Contact Details
Ashburnham and Penhurst Facebook Page:
www.facebook.com/groups/penhurstandashburnham/
Ashburnham Church Facebook Page:
www.facebook.com/AshburnhanPlace/
Ashburnham Chapel Website
www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk
WI Facebook Page:
www.facebook.com/ashburnhamWI/
Ashburnham and Penhurst Parish Council Facebook Page:
www.facebook.com/AshburnhamPenhurstPC/?epa=SEARCH_BOX

Parish Magazine Contact Details
To advertise phone Fay on 07860 113413
oframsden@hotmail.co.uk
If you have a question about delivery
contact Catherine on 07801 634034
To submit articles or village notices
contact Jay Ashworth on
01424 532972 / 07876 484945 or
email jay.ashworth@btinternet.com
For information about Church Services
Ashburnham Church
Revd Peter Walker
01424 892941
p.walker977@btinternet.com
Penhurst Church
Anthony Ramsey
01323 764557
Ashburnham Chapel
Fay Ramsden
07860 113413
01424 830078

Battle Area Community Transport
The weekly bus is cancelled until
further notice

For Ashburnham Church events and information go to
www.ashburnhamandpenhurstchurches.org.uk
Ashburnham Chapel Website
www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk
For Village events and information go to
www.ashburnham-penhurst.net

BOOK THE VILLAGE HALL
Redecorated throughout.
Fully equipped kitchen.
Perfect for meetings, recreation
and weddings.
Hall 16mx7m, Small Room
8mx6m
Ring Gill on 01424 892674

NOW
OPEN

"105" IS THE NUMBER TO CALL IF YOU
GET A POWER CUT
105 is a single helpline service for
householders to report power failures or
safety concerns, or to get information
during a blackout.
Calls to 105 are free of charge and will
put you through to your local electricity
network operator. You can call 105 from
landlines and most mobile phones.

Ashburnham Sports Pavilion
Available for hire for all
recreational activities.
Fully equipped kitchen, tables, chairs.
Amazing location, great for parties.
Lots of outside space to use.
50% reduction in fees for residents
See parish website (Venues) to book
or email
clerk@asburnham-penhurst.net

Luxurious New Care Home
in Bexhill-on-Sea
During these unprecedented times, the wellbeing and safety of our
residents continues to be our number one priority and every decision
is made with the fundamental aim of giving families and friends
ultimate peace of mind.

See our website cinnamoncc.com/earlsfield or call Sandy
on 01424 868 320 or email earlsfield.haa@cinnamoncc.com
to book your personalised tour.

Residential Care I Dementia Care I Respite Care
Luxury Care Home in Bexhill-on-Sea
Earlsfield Court Care Home, Brooklands Road, Little Common, Bexhill-on-Sea, TN39 4FQ
t: 01424 868 320 e: earlsfield.haa@cinnamoncc.com w: cinnamoncc.com/earlsfield

Preparing for Autumn and Winter
As I write this, the government have introduced the new ‘rule of 6’ which tells us
that we can only meet with a maximum of 6 people from outside our household
from the middle of September and we still need to maintain strict social
distancing whenever we do meet. It’s so important to abide by these rules and
guidelines but it will get harder on us as autumn and winter set in and it is less
easy to meet friends outside or sit having coffee with neighbours over the
garden fence as I know some of us have been doing.
Here’s a challenge for you Parish Magazine readers! Let’s come up with some
creative ways to keep in touch over the coming months and share them with
each other so we can all help one another get through this difficult time.
Why not hold an online coffee morning, invite a couple of friends or neighbours
to meet you for a socially distanced walk, join the online book club this month or
head over to the Chapel for their zoom service?
Let me know what other suggestions you can come up with. Let’s keep our
community spirit high in any way we can and look out for one another, especially
those who are shielding, not online or a bit isolated.
Jay

Articles for the Parish Magazine
We don’t have as much of our usual magazine content at the moment due to
there being less going on in our villages! Do get in touch if you have an article
you’ve written, a poem one of your children impressed you with or even a funny
clip that has caught your eye. Contact details are elsewhere in the magazine.

Faith in Sussex
If you would like to know more about what the churches are up to in Sussex and
to find out news from Chichester Cathedral then the Diocesan Magazine Faith in
Sussex is available to read here online.
https://www.chichester.anglican.org/faith-in-sussex/
It is packed with articles about our whole region - a church in Eastbourne
feeding their community, interviews with the two new Bishops, initiatives
promoting better mental health, reflections on classic hymns and upcoming
events.

Garden and Nature Notes
In mid September I settled down in front of my computer to watch a fascinating
lecture by Fergus Garrett, the head gardener at Great Dixter gardens. One of the
unexpected bonuses for me of this season has been the availability of talks and
lectures online which I can access from the comfort of my own home for a small
fee - far cheaper and easier than attending such a lecture in person. The talk
featured pictures from the Dixter gardens and video clips alongside Fergus’
informative and inspirational live talk and gave a real insight into the techniques
and ideas behind the Dixter style of gardening. I have also recently joined an
online garden club that offers high quality monthly speakers as well as a
newsletter, Q&A meet ups over zoom and other events. The first talk was a
wonderfully informative one by Rosy Hardy, co-owner of the renowned Hardy’s
Plant Nursery which has won 24 Gold medals at Chelsea for their nursery stand!
The club has been set up by Lou Nicholls, head gardener at Ulting Wick. I think it
will be a useful and instructive community to be a part of. For more information
about this go to www.patreon.com/lounicholls
It’s well worth checking online to see if your favourite gardener, speaker or even
garden is offering extra online content at the moment. For example, if you fancy
a visit to Kew Gardens, head to
https://www.kew.org/about-us/virtual-kew-wakehurst
where you can take virtual tours of the gardens and glasshouses. You might
even decide to call in on Prince Charles’ garden at Highgrove, difficult to visit in
person but easy online! Check out this link for pictures, videos & 360 degree
tours - you might even spot a rather bad looking case of box blight in front of
the house! https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/highgrove-gardens/
Of course, nothing really beats actually being outdoors and visiting gardens in
person, but when it isn’t possible for whatever reason, explore online and
wander through some amazing spaces from the comfort of your armchair!
If you’re taking a walk around Broadwater Lake in Ashburnham, or in other parts
of the countryside around here at this time of year you may hear a strange, low
noise almost like a bark. It could be that you’re hearing one of the male Fallow
Deer calling during rutting season. If you visit a park such as Knole in Sevenoaks
where they have large herds you may be lucky enough to see stags with their full
set of antlers, fighting each other to assert their dominance in the herd. If you
do go, be careful, these wild stags are fired up with testosterone and looking to
pick a fight! Around here it is likely to be just the call you will hear as the stag
gathers does around him and sees off the attention of any bucks seeking to
challenge him.
Jay Ashworth

PANTS
It was that time of the year
Plans were afoot, decisions to be made.
What PANTO shall we perform for the village this year?
Scripts were read, a PANTO chosen.
With show and rehearsal dates decided the Village Hall was booked
Just needed to make arrangements for the auditions to take place.
Then came the worrying news.
A deadly virus was emerging on the other side of the world.
Surely ‘IT’ won’t affect our PANTO at the end of the year.
The spread of the virus was growing at a pace.
With cases in the UK doubling day by day.
Measures were needed to be put in place.
Pubs and schools closed, the country locked down.
Stay at home, save lives and protect the NHS.
Perhaps ‘IT’ will affect our PANTO at the end of the year.
And now in August a difficult decision to be made.
‘IT’ has made it unlikely that an audience at the Village Hall will be
deemed safe.
So with disappointment we announce, as with so many events we
hold dear.
There will not be a PANTO to come and watch at the end of this
year.

Book Review:
Diary of a Young Naturalist by Dara McAnulty
I haven’t read a physical copy of this exciting book but listened to an abridged
version when it was the Radio 4 Book of the Week earlier this year.
It is a diary of a year in the life of keen young naturalist, Dara, and his
observations of the changing seasons in the area of Northern Ireland where
he lives with his family. His writing is beautiful and thoughtful and all the more
remarkable when you discover that he was only 14 when he started this book.
He writes eloquently about the detail of the natural world around him,
alongside wider reflections on the bigger issues and challenges facing our
environment.
His publisher says this about the book:
“These vivid, evocative and moving diary entries about his connection to
wildlife and the way he sees the world are raw in their telling. Diary of a Young
Naturalist portrays Dara’s intense connection to the natural world, and his
perspective as a teenager juggling exams and friendships alongside a life of
campaigning.”
It is well worth reading for anyone interested in the natural world and our
interactions with it but it will also be particularly valuable for anyone with
aspergers or autism in their family. Dara is autistic and writes frankly and
openly about the challenges and insights that come as a result.
He says this: “I was diagnosed with Asperger’s/autism aged five … By age
seven I knew I was very different, I had got used to the isolation, my inability
to break through into the world of talking about football or Minecraft was not
tolerated. Then came the bullying. Nature became so much more than an
escape; it became a life-support system.”
Dara’s book has already won the Wainwright Award for Nature Writing, in fact
he was the youngest ever winner and it is on the long-list of the prestigious
Baillie Gifford prize for non fiction as well.
For those active on Twitter, Dara’s account is a good one to follow as well,
find him @naturalistdara
Jay Ashworth

