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Imagine a little peace of mind...

..with the reassurance that your loved one is surrounded by
caring people who value them for the unique person that they are.

Where they’re supported fo continue their comforting routines,
enjoy their favourite food, and spend time doing the
hobbies and interests that they love most.

You can expect all this and more for your loved one at Hazel Lodge.

Call to find out how we can help you.
63 North Trade Road, Battle, East Sussex, TN33 OHW
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Proud to be part of Barchester - celebrating 30 years of care.

www.barchester.com/HazelLodge

Photograph of a gravestone in Ashburnham Churchyard

by Jay Ashworth
The Churchyard is managed as a wildflower meadow and has many

different species growing which support grasshoppers, crickets,
butterflies, bees, moths and hoverflies.

Please send contributions for the October edition by Friday 6th September
We reserve the right of refusal & the right to edit any articles



CHURCH SERVICES IN SEPTEMBER at
ASHBURNHAM & PENHURST CHURCHES

1st September 9.15am Holy Communion (BCP) at Penhurst
11 am Adult Baptism at Broadwater Lake,
Ashburnham Place

8th September 9.15am Morning Prayer (BCP) at Penhurst
11 am Holy Communion (CW) at Ashburnham
15th September 9.15am HARVEST HOLY COMMUNION
at Penhurst
11 am Morning Prayer (CW) at Ashburnham
22nd September 9.15am Morning Prayer (BCP) at Penhurst
11 am Holy Communion (CW) at Ashburnham

ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS
10.30 am JOINT SERVICE at Penhurst
(No Service at Ashburnham)

29th September

Ashburnham Chapel
Ashburnham Chapel meet at 6.30pm each Sunday.
The service is also on Zoom live for those that cannot attend.
Get in touch with Fay Ramsden on 07860 113413 or 01424 830078 or go to the
Chapel website www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk for more information. Also see
the Chapel News later in this magazine for more details.

Prayer and Pastoral Care for our Villages
Revd Gary Cregeen is responsible for the pastoral care of parishioners, and
welcomes the opportunity to meet everyone. If you would value a visit, either for a
chat, prayer, or Holy Communion at home, please contact him . Ashburnham Church
regularly prays for everyone who lives and works in our villages and we are happy to
receive requests for prayer at our various services and meetings. There are also

“Prayer Boxes” at St Peter’s Church in Ashburnham Place, and outside Ashburnham

Chapel at Ponts Green where you can write a card (anonymously if you wish) for a
specific issue. These will be offered for prayer on a regular basis and dealt with in the

strictest confidence. Ashburnham Church is open daily for private prayer too.

OPTIMUM

PLUMBING. HEATING AND COOLING

&

Are you looking for a
reliable plumber?

Your local plumbing and heating engineer,
fully qualified and insured to undertake the
following work;

Boiler service, repair and installation.

Air source heat pump service and
installation.

General plumbing.

Power flushing.

Bathroom installations.

Landlord gas safety certificates.
Same day service with no call out charge.

07791666357
www.optimumbhvac.co.uk



Shipping Container to rent

suitable for all types of storage
on secure site on the outskirts of

Battle/Hastings
20’ x 8’ x 8’ (1280 cu.ft) £25 p.w
or larger containers
40°x 9°6” x 8’(3072 cu.ft)£48 p.w

For more information ring
Fay on 07860 113413

Mark Littmoden
(SDF) Pest Control
' Est 2004

Mole
Mink
Rats
Squirrels
-y Wasps & Hornets
Telephone 07949 472495
marklittmoden@yahoo.com

Tom Gooders Tree Surgery
Fully qualified tree surgeons

All aspects of tree work
professionally undertaken

07817 572291

J. Birrell
Oil Fired Boilers, Aga
and Rayburn
Servicing and Repairs
22 Years Experience
Fully Insured
Home 01580 880804
Mobile 079077 95603
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ASHBURNHAM

PLACE

Are you looking for a speaker for a
group you run or are a member of?

Jay gives popular illustrated talks on

The History of Ashburnham Place
The Grounds and Gardens through
the Seasons
Capability Brown at Ashburnham
Place

Email ashworthjay1@gmail.com
or phone 07876484945
for more information

The food bank is
open -

Bexhill

fQodb gk

Wednesday
1-2.30pm

Come & enjoy a
cuppa, a chat and
get what you need.

If you're struggling to
buy food, we can help
you with -

* Food

* Toiletries

¢ Cleaning supplies

¢ Baby food/ nappies

¢ Pre-loaded SIM cards
¢ Fuel voucher

referrals

¢ Signposting/ Advice

from our CAB Advisor

Upper Church Hall, St
Mary's Church.
Upper Lake

Battle, TN33 0AN

Go through the car
park & take the
upper path, through
the gate & across the
bridge.

You can request a voucher from schools,
churches, NHS/social workers, your doctor or
call the CAB on 01424 869352 & leave your
name, number & say you'd like a food voucher.
They will prioritise you & call you back. Call
at least 5 days before you want to visit.

info@bexhill.foodbank.org.uk // 07866 570468

EVIL IS NOT THE END OF THE STORY

The spree of murder and mayhem in recent weeks has left the world shocked,
appalled, perplexed and saddened. At the end of July three young girls were killed,
aged 6, 7 and 9 while attending a Taylor Swift dance school in Southport; other
children were injured, as well as three adults. The attacker was arrested at the
scene.

The following day, hours after a peaceful dignified vigil by the local community,
who were mourning and coming to terms with what happened, a violent riot
erupted in Southport, this triggered further riots and attacks across the country.
We now know this violence was fuelled by lies, and various conspiracy theories, on
social media. These events are somewhat incomprehensible and yet, there is
something in all of us which seeks explanation, prompting the ‘why?’ question
while struggling for an answer. Yet, in my view, our first duty in such instances -
however dramatic, however curious — should always be to show concern to the
injured and bereaved; showing compassion must come before seeking
comprehension. Of course, it is right that we seek justice, but we must be careful
not to use justice as a pretence for revenge. But what does this concern look like?

On one level it is to grieve and mourn alongside the parents, friends and Southport
community. But, as the story of Job (found in the Bible) acknowledges, trying to
infer an explanation to inexplicable acts of suffering can often be unhelpful in such
circumstances. We long to know why a 17-year-old attacked a group of young
children happily dancing to Taylor Swift songs. But we may never know. And that is
hard; indeed, it almost feels unacceptable in a culture that feels the need to know
everything, because we want to feel we can control everything - including tragic
and evil acts.

In thinking and praying about these recent tragic events I’ve become more
convinced that truth matters. Christians are called to love truth, to pursue it, and
to be prepared to work hard to find and defend it. In recent days we have seen the
power of lies and conspiracy theories, that lead to violence and destruction,

and, | suppose, this could be a warning against subscribing to ideology over truth
and facts.

The Bible teaches that there is an unbreakable bond between love and truth, just
as there is a bond between lies and evil. Saint Paul wrote: “love does not delight in
evil but rejoices with the truth.” This matters because, as we have seen, it can have
serious consequences. We cannot be lazy when it comes to seeking truth, neither
can we be neutral about it. We cannot be bystanders to falsehood and allow those
who pedal lies to remain unchallenged - “for evil to prevail all it takes is for a good
man or woman to do nothing”. Of course, this doesn’t mean that we know
everything, and in complex situations we certainly cannot know everything
straight away — effectively, we are not God, who, from a Christian perspective, is
the only One who knows all things. Thus, in my experience we need to try to learn
to be content with our lack of knowledge sometimes; after all, in our longing for
answers, we can quickly reach wrong conclusions, or fit evidence to our own pre-
constructed opinions.


mailto:ashworthjay1@gmail.com

One final thought... as a Christian | believe that evil is not the end of the story. One
of the many blessings of being a Christian is that you are able to have a very
different perspective on events such as these. If you hold to the view that this life
is all there is, then the current events are an utter tragedy without any redeeming
feature. There is neither redemption for the sufferers nor judgement for the guilty:
death obliterates both victim and perpetrator alike in the ultimate travesty of
justice. John Lennon’s ‘Imagine there’s no heaven’ is a notion with a bitter
downside: the universe is utterly unjust. Yet as a Christian | believe that the
universe is indeed just, that there will be a final reckoning and that in Jesus Christ
grace triumphs over evil. In our grief and perplexity, let us remember that evil
doesn’t have the last word — God does and let us seek His peace and healing for
those affected by the tragic events in recent days and for ourselves.

God bless and take care,
Revd Gary Penhurst, Agmerhurst Granary, Ashburnham. TN33 9gNA
T: 01424 612324  email: gary@GandJCregeen.co.uk

Harvest Supper - Saturday 5th October at the Village Hall
More Details to follow in the next magazine!

Revd Gary Cregeen Priest-in-Charge of Ashburnham with

( ( We supply and fit Carpets, Vinyls,
O rn er a rp et Laminates, Real Wood, Safety Flooring
for every location and budget
(ompany
10% Discount with this ad!

Our showroom is at 36 London Road,
St Leonards on Sea
(opposite Boots)

*kFree estimates and advice
%k Fast friendly service :
%k Expert fitting by our own fitters :

%k Home selection service .

Alternatively you can contact us :
: and we will gladly bring samples to you! :
: Just call 01424 446222 :

%k Domestic and commercial
%k Competitive prices

%k Fully insured

www.cornercarpetcompany.co.uk
% All work guaranteed i info@cornercarpetcompany.co.uk :
%k Over 500 rugs in OUr SHOWIOOM .o :

Customer satisfaction is very important to us and much of our work has come
from recommendations and repeat orders since we opened in 1998

You are warmly invited to the

HARVEST THANKSGIVING SERVICES

at Penhurst Church, at 9.15 am, on Sunday 15 September
and/or at St Peter’s Church, Ashburnham, at 11 am,
on Sunday 6 October

Join us as we give thanks to God for His generous provision, and for
farmers who tend the land. We will be thinking locally and globally, not
least in relation to those less fortunate than ourselves.

If you are able to do so, you are warmly invited to bring items for the
Bexhill & Battle Foodbank. Special envelopes will be also provided for
donations towards Tearfund’s ‘TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES APPEAL’.
For years, conflict and a changing climate have ravaged many parts of the
world. As a result, extreme poverty continues to devastate people and
communities. People have lost homes and livelihoods. This initiative
supports communities to rewrite their own stories and rebuild their lives,
creating a future filled with hope and opportunity.

v
Manningtons

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Manningtons are a local, friendly and practical accountancy firm assisting
clients through tax advice, accounts, book-keeping, audit, VAT, and
consultancy services. We can also act as Power of Attorney and Executor for
both private and business clients.

We have offices in Heathfield, Battle, Hastings and Hawkhurst, please pay us
a visit or give us a call on the numbers below.

WWww.manningtons.net
ICAEW Registered Chartered Accountants No: C001366129



http://www.manningtons.net
mailto:gary@GandJCregeen.co.uk

S. Walker

Plumbing & Heating

Installation, Repairs
and Maintenance

Gas and ol
fired heating
systems
safe

REGISTER

07708 933910

swalkerplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal 2024 - Good News! Great Joy!
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD sends a message of hope to childrenin
desperate situations around the world through gift-filled shoe boxes.
Operation Christmas Child is part of Samaritan’s Purse, an international relief and
development organisation providing help and hope among communities in need
across the world (such as countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, Eastern Europe
(including Ukraine), the Middle East (including Gaza) and Central Asia).

The annual shoe-box appeal programme provides an opportunity for individuals
of all ages to be involved in this simple hands-on project that reaches out to
children who might otherwise have very little to look forward to this Christmas.
In 2022 10.6 million shoeboxes were donated (including over 252,000 from the
UK) to children in over 110 countries!

A leaflet providing information about the project, including a list of items is
included in this edition of the Parish Magazine; copies are also available in the porch
of St Peter’s Church, Ashburnham and Penhurst Church.

Those wishing to take part in this year’s Appeal are invited to bring your gift-
filled shoe box to either Penhurst Church or St Peter’s Church, Ashburnham, on
SUNDAY 3 NOVEMBER, or deliver it to either of the Churches any time prior to
this date. Thank you!

CHILDREN @ ASHBURNHAM CHURCH

Did you know there is a Sunday Club at Ashburnham Church Hall (TN33 9NE)
every Sunday at 11 am, at the same time as the Sunday Service in Ashburnham
Church? Children aged 4+ can enjoy craft, story-telling, songs and play in a safe
and friendly environment. All Sunday Club leaders are DBS-checked and safely

recruited. There is also a quiet area in the ‘upper room’ at St Peter’s that is
available for parents/carers to take pre-school children out during the service,
which has toys, books and colouring materials available.

For more information contact Julie Cregeen (01424 612324)

Annual Memorial (All Souls) Service
to be held on Sunday 20 October at 11 am at St Peter’s Church, Ashburnham.

From the Parish Register
Wedding
Saturday 27 July Mark Stevenson & Stephanie Ferguson

Penhurst Church



ADULT BAPTISMS - Sunday 15t September.

It is with much joy that we will be baptising an adult in Broadwater Lake, at
Ashburnham Place, on Sunday 1st September at 11 am. During that last year it has
been a delight to welcome new people to both Ashburnham and Penhurst Churches,
and among them is Kirsty McIntosh, who wishes to be baptised by immersion.
Baptising adults, as well as infants and children, has been part of the initiation rites of
the Church of England for centuries — in the Book of Common Prayer the baptism of
adults is described as ‘The Baptism of those of Riper Years!’.

Anyhow, on that day the whole Sunday Service at Ashburnham will be by the lakeside
and those wishing to come along are encouraged to bring a deckchair and a picnic
(including food and drinks)! It is suggested folk park at the bottom of The Orangery
car park — nearest to the jetty on Broadwater Lake. If the weather is not favourable,
we can de-camp to the Church Hall after the Baptism Service.

Please hold Kirsty in your prayers as she takes this important step in her faith journey
and ask God to bless the occasion and everyone attending. Revd Gary

MARQUEE SERVICE

Thank you to everyone who supported the recent Marquee Service; besides
members of both Ashburnham and Penhurst Churches it was good to also welcome
folk from the local villages and beyond. The retiring collection amounted to £206,
which will be donated to HUG — Homelessness Unity Group — a Bexhill-based charity
offering help, hope and emotional and practical support for the growing number of
homeless people locally. Thank you also to the Parish Council for allowing us the use
of the marquee for this Community Celebration.

01435 882219
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Hydra Cleaning Services

Commercial and domestic
Fully insured

Windows — interior and exterior
Gutter clearance

Fascias and soffits
Weatherboarding

Pressure washing

All cleaned with our unique pure
hot water system

Call James for a free quote,
Tel: 07515460008

Email: cleaninghydra@gmail.com

www.hydracleaning.co.uk

C. Waterhouse & Sons

Independent Family Funeral Directors

A personal service from
a family owned company
for over 4 generations,
offering traditional values,
with a modern approach

& Mabel’s Cottage, High Street, Burwash, TN19 7ET
funerals@cwaterhouse.co.uk =1 www.cwaterhouseandsons.co.uk

Barry"\Co

SOLICITORS

WILL WRITING SERVICE
Usual fee per Will
£225 + VAT
Free Wills brochure available on request

Lasting Powers of Attorney
£470 + VAT
Tel: 01323 766370/768382

Bay Terrace Pevensey Bay East Sussex
BN24 6EE

Or contact: info@barryandco.org



mailto:cleaninghydra@gmail.com
http://www.hydracleaning.co.uk/

Turn your dreams to reality by calling
the office for more information and

e Award-Winning Professional Landscapers to book in a FREE site visit.

& info@frogheath.co.uk www.frogheath.co.uk
01435 883516
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12th October 10am - 10pm

20 local choirs and groups singing
back-to-back for 12 hours

St John's Church, Brittany Road,
TN38 OLF

Free entry all day, for more information,
visit stmichaelshospice.com

Registered charity number 288462

(EeXmE

e
East Sussex Massage

Sarahjane Prince Cert. Ed.
MSMA.MAR.

Appointments in Dallington and
Heathfield

Sports Massage Zone Face Lift

Aromatherapy Reflexology

Swedish Massage Fertility & Delivery
Reflexology

07762 576 495

info@eastsussexmassage.co.uk
www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk

ASHBURNHAM
ARTS
PAINTING PHOTOGRAPHY
CERAMICS TEXTILES

N

Saturday 19th. October 10am-4pm

Ashburnham Village Hall,
Brownbread Street, TN33 OLW

Come and enjoy our renowned coffee and
cake at the Cafe des Arts!

Contact Ron ronald.king3@btinternet.com
for more information



http://www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk
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Parish Council News —

Both of July's major annual events
were favoured with fine weather - quite
an achievement given the unseasonal
weather until the middle of the month.
The Vintage Motor Cycle Club's
concours day at the cricket ground
had a great attendance with the usual
bewildering range of treasured
machines.

The Flower Show & Country Fair had
even better weather and fitted in to
that space after the rainy period and
before the heat wave in the first week
of August. Attendance was up to
similar numbers as last year and the sum raised was £4,400 This is being
split between St Michael’'s Hospice (in memory of Bob Parsons) and a project
to enhance facilities at the sports field and pavilion. The organising group are
going to add in the unspent funds raised for a new village hall and make a
proposal to the parish council in the autumn about how the money should be
spent.

More fund raising for the hospice is still under way in the form of a raffle of a
cricket bat that Tim Keeley has donated. Made in his local factory that
produces much sought after bats, a favourite among famous batsmen, it's to
be raffled separately to raise funds for St Michael’s Hospice as a tribute to the
late Bob Parsons who for so many years tended the cricket square and
prepared the wickets.

The next event to look forward to will be the Art Exhibition in October. By then
it is hoped to have WiFi operational in the village hall though this is far from
certain given the reluctance of Open Reach to agree to new connections
before the great switchover from copper wire to digital fibre which has to be
completed by 2027.

Brian Holdstock, Clerk to the Council Email: clerk@ashburnham-penhurst.net
Land line: 01323 832082 with answering machine Mobile and Text: 07836 716723
If leaving telephone voice messages be sure to leave your name and a call back number.

Council meetings are on the fourth Wednesday of alternate months and the next one will be on
Wednesday, 25th September 2024. The Planning Committee (if required) meets on the fourth
Wednesday of intervening months. A list of councillors’ lead responsibilities can be seen on
the village website at www.ashburnham-penhurst.net

All meetings are in public and members of the public are encouraged to attend. There is an
agenda slot near the start of the meeting for members of the public to address the Council.
The agenda is published online at the village website three clear days before the meeting and
hard copy is posted on the notice board at The Chapel. Minutes of meetings are published on
the village website.

Life-Enhancing
Live-In Care

At Hamilton George Care we work
with the very best carers to provide
truly bespoke live-in care. We take the
time to understand what type of care
is needed, and what type of carer
would suit you best.

As a small team we get to know our
clients and their families,
understanding their unique clinical
and lifestyle needs in order to provide
the highest standards of care.

gamilton
—| George
G Care

Our Care
Services

Housekeeping - companionship and
help with tasks around the home
Clinical Care - varying levels of
clinical and personal care

Complex Care - condition led care
including nursing care, end of life
and rare conditions

Rehabilitation Care - short term
support (four weeks or more)



Contemporary hospitality

in a traditional setting combining Tudor splendour and Georgian opulence

STONE HOUSE

COUNTRY ESTATE
www.stonehousecountryestate.co.uk

Catering for up to 50 guests

Relaxed, intimate weddings
Family celebrations
Naming ceremonies, vow renewals,
memorials
Corporate hospitality

Beauty, Massage & Spa
treatments now available for
weekend availability!

Akehurst Field, Ashburnham,
Battle, TN339LW

Contact Angel for treatments &
price list:
angelbelle7@outlook.com
07584076163

Period location for film, TV, photo shoots
Classic car meets & special interest events
Exclusive use of the house & estate
Community garden project

Resident fine wine and food expert
Pop-up dining experiences
Themed wine & food events
Classic English afternoon tea
(for pre-booked parties of 12+)

Rushlake Green, East Sussex TN21 9Q)

01435 830553
events@stonehousecountryestate.co.uk

Pub Quiz

Tuesday 3rd September
7.15pm for prompt
7.30pm start

Meal available
Booking is essential
01424 892104

richar

© 07866512610

Professional tree surgeon with over 30
years’ experience. Fully insured and
specialist in large or dangerous trees.

e Tree Surgery

¢ Hedge Cutting
e Stump Grinding
¢ Fencing

Areas of Kent and East Sussex covered, based
near Robertsbridge.

Email: richardwebbtreesurgeonltd@outlook.com

MI

MI will be meeting at the Ash
Tree Inn, on
Tuesday 10th September
at 8pm, do join us for a drink

contact Clive for more details
cliveclive@live.co.uk

Table Tennis Club

Meets on Wednesdays at

7-45pmin the Village Hall

Call Zoe on 07788 654138
for more information

For up to date information,
news items and details of
village clubs,
groups and events go to our
Village Website
www.ashburnham-

penhurst.net

ASHBURNHAM &
PENHURST WI

theW

INSPIRING WOMEN

Our next meeting is on
Monday 16th September
Join us for an interesting talk about the

work of real life forensic officer.

For more information call Maggie on

07985 588524

SHSRT MAT B®WLS

i

i

i

i

i  Afternoon meeting starting at 2 p.m.
: every 2nd & 4th Friday of the month
i in the village hall.

i

i Call John on 01424 892618 or

i

i

i

i

i

Martin on 01323 832482
for more details

No experience or equipment needed,
just soft soled flat shoes

S S ———

The Art Group
The Art Group are happy to be able to
invite any fellow artists to join us on
Thursdays, from 10a.m to 1p.m at
Ashburnham cricket pavilion.

We are a friendly group of mixed
ability and expertise. We support each
other and have the occasional
professional mentor to keep us on
the right track.

For more information ring Barbara
Cornish, 01424 435198.
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Village Walking Group

Village walk - Tuesday 18th September 10.30am.
Meet at Penhurst Retreat Centre, refreshments
there afterwards. We will enjoy a walk around
Penhurst, via the Rocks Farm area, along lanes and

across fields.
phone Tina 07970 624966 or Cynthia on 07917 826051
for more information.

The Ashburnham Filling Station meets on Monday 9th
September at Ashburnham Place in the Great Hall when our

Speaker will be John Pressdee who accompanied Graham Kendrick

on the March for Jesus. Coffee and cake will be served in the

Conservatory at 7pm followed by Gerry Page leading Worship, and

there will be Prayer Ministry at the end of the meeting for those

e
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who would like prayer. All welcome. For more details please !
contact Catherine on 07801 634034 or catherine@duggleby.com
The
Coffee Stop
Thank you all for your support at the country fayre, we es
raised enough money to pay for our booking in the voe Ashburnham Village
pavilion, thereby securing the coffee stops place in the -éo‘ Library & Community Café
community for another year. ,,o‘ 3
= N at the Village Hall
The coffee stop was started by the " A \
X rowse the library for books and jigsaw puzzles.
Ashburnham W.1. as part of a national / ‘We have a good supply of bestsellers, children, and young
campaign “Alleviating Loneliness” and 3 adult’s books available
traditionally supported by the Parish
Council.
2" Saturday 3" Friday
morning afternoon
Next Coffee Stop is of the month of thie-sionti
Friday 6th Septemb
riday ptember 10— 12pm 2-4pm
Drop in anytime between Join us, browse the library, play a board game, have a cuppa, or
10.30 a.m. - 12 p.m. knit and natter.
for a cup of coffee and chat. / .
: o \ I ot a query?
held in the Pavilion A % y Phone Paula on 07780 553 186
All ages and interests welcome. A\\ ‘ \t"/
Looking forward to seeing everyone! \\"(,, \"%
W |1/

We are a small family run business
based in East Sussex with 18 plus

years of experience. We are
passionate about providing a
personal service where you are
always in control.

For a free quotation and friendly

advice please do not hesitate to Gild ridge FenC|ng

contact us on the details below:

Mobile: 07912215199
Telephone: 01323 833979
Email: gildridgefencin, mail.com

Website: www.gildridgefencin,

ABOUT US

We offer a range of services cross Sussex and Kent including Agricultural and Domestic Fencing, Decking, Gates, Digger
360 works (ground clearance, levelling and ditching etc) Tree Felling, Tree reductions and Hard Landscaping.

We can also re-design your garden to bring your ideas to reality with precision decking, pergolas, sheds, outhouses and
more.


mailto:catherine@duggleby.com

ORANGERY

We are currently open:
Tuesday - Sunday: 10.30am-4.00pm. Monday: Closed

(Kitchen closes at 3.30pm)

If you are planning to visit here are dates we will be closed during 2024:

Saturday 16h November
Monday 23rd December 2024 — Wednesday 1st January 2025

We may be closed for other dates during 2024. Notice of closures will be displayed
in the Orangery and on our Facebook page or please call before visiting.

Further news and information can be found on our Facebook or Instagram page.
For Enquiries (via Reception) — 01424 894201 / bookings@ashburnham.org.uk

Parish Magazine Contact Details
To advertise phone Fay on 07860 113413
or email oframsden@hotmail.co.uk
If you have a question about delivery or
to submit articles or village notices
contact Jay Ashworth on
01424 532972 / 07876 484945 or
email ashworthjay1@gmail.com

Battle Area Community Transport
Route B79 Ashburnham to Battle
The weekly bus is running again.

Depart Battle (Abbey Green) 9.50am
The Pound 10am
Ash Tree Inn 10.05am
Arrive in Battle 10.25am
Return at 12.05pm

For information about Church
Services

Ashburnham and Penhurst Churches
Revd Gary Cregeen 01424 612324
gary(@GandJCregeen.co.uk

Ashburnham Chapel
Fay Ramsden 07860 113413

01424 830078

Flexibus

FlexiBus runs 7am to 7pm, Monday to

Saturday (not Sundays or Bank holidays).
It is a flexible, on-demand rideshare service,
for areas with limited or no bus service.
Journeys can be booked by calling
01273 078203 or find more information
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/roads-
transport/public/flexibus

www.penhurst.org.uk
01424 892088

. (]‘) enhurst
info@penhurst.org.uk - ¢

Retreat Cener

~

We announced in the July/August Magazine that Joanna was leaving as
manager and we held a farewell gathering for her at the end of August in the
gardens at Penhurst. The sun shone as over 50 people enjoyed drinks, snacks
and of course cakes and chatted to friends, volunteers, staff, trustees and
patrons who call came along to wish Joanna well and thank her for all her
hard work over the last five years.

The daily life of the retreat centre continues as we welcome guests on quiet
days, personal retreats and led workshops. July and August have been busy
months as we have been fully booked nearly all the time. We still have some
spaces on upcoming retreats and space for you to book individual time to
come and enjoy the peace and tranquility of the centre for yourself. Do get in
touch with us in the office if you would like to enquire about booking in or go
to our website for more information on what we offer. Our brochure for next
year is being put together by Jay and is nearly complete so that will be
available later in the autumn too.

"105" IS THE NUMBER TO CALL IF YOU GET A POWER CUT
105 is a single helpline service for householders to report power failures or safety
concerns, or to get information during a blackout.
Calls to 105 are free of charge and will put you through to your local electricity network
operator. You can call 105 from landlines and most mobile phones.

For Ashburnham Church events and information go to
www.ashburnhamandpenhurstchurches.org.uk

Ashburnham Chapel Website
www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk

For Village events and information go to
www.ashburnham-penhurst.net

P

BOOK THE VILLAGE HALL
Redecorated throughout.
Fully equipped kitchen.
Perfect for meetings, recreation
and weddings.

Hall 16mx7m, Small Room
8mx6m
Ring Gill on 01424 892674

Ashburnham Sports Pavilion
Available for hire for all
recreational activities.

Fully equipped kitchen, tables, chairs.
Amazing location, great for parties.
Lots of outside space to use.
50% reduction in fees for residents
See parish website (Venues) to book
or email
clerk@asburnham-penhurst.net
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Raffle in Aid of St Michael's Hospice in memory of Bob Parsons,
much missed member of our community

The Prize
Keeley Cricket Bat Superior,
Grade 1 worth over £600

kindly donated by Keeley Cricket, makers of top
cricket bats and based in Ashburnham Village

B
g
m
<

%[ for more information about
B Keeley bats, click on the QR code

Tickets £5

(only 150 avdilable)
To be drawn on 29 September, 12.45pm
Ashburnham Cricket Pavilion TN33 SNU

For ticket information contact Jay 07876 484945

Organised by Ashburnham and Penhurst Flower Show and Country Fair. Jay Ashworth, Green Pastures,
Ashburnham TN33 9NE Reg 30613. St Michael’s Hospice Registered Charity Number 288462

Our next Men’s Breakfast will

be on Saturday 7th September, when we
will be meeting again at Ashburnham Place
for a full-English,

starting at 8.30am, and formally finishing
by 10am.

MENS®

“In service of The King”’ — come and hear Richard
Bickersteth, who will be telling us about his year as High Sheriff of
East Sussex 2023-24.

More details from Revd. Gary Cregeen: gary(@gandjcregeen.co.uk
All welcome - a donation of £9 would be appreciated,
but not essential.
Please book with John French via
email: j.french678@btinternet.com (or 07970 624966)

STRUTT
PARKER

Ashburnham Estate
Properties to rent
From time to time properties
become available to rent on
the Ashburnham Estate. If you
would like to be contacted when
something becomes available,
without any obligation, please do
let us know.
Contact the Land Agent, Kathryn
Donkin 01273 407014, Mobile
07721 260689

or email:
kathryn.donkin@struttandparker.com

for this and any other
Ashburnham Estate matters.

HOME MAINTENANCE
ROB DEDMAN & SON

All work undertaken within and
around the home

Painting & Decorating
Kitchen/Bathroom Alterations
Tiling
Repair Shop

Telephone 01424 774764
Mobile 07976 741950
Email
robdedman1066@gmail.com
Over 25 years experience, references
available, fully insured

JE Stoneworks

Specialists in stone

« NEW MEMORIALS

o CLEANING & RENOVATION

« ADDITONAL INSCRIPTIONS

+ GRANITE & MARBLE WORKTOPS
« STONE BUILDING RESTORATION
« DOMESTIC STONE WORK

No. 2 Kingswell Estate, Beech Farm, Netherfield Hill, Battle,
East Sussex, TN33 OLL Showroom: 01424 774497
www.jfStoneworks.co.uk Email: enquiries@jfstoneworks.co.uk

Please note that the inclusion of
advertisements for local services in
this magazine does not constitute a

recommendation.
Readers are advised to make their own
enquiries to ensure good service.

Southern Cesspool Services

Tank Emptying
Treatment Plant Servicing & Jet washing
Reminder Booking System
Clean Quick & Efficient
British Water Accredited
Friendly - Family Run

01233 732407
07773 491356
www.info@southerncesspoolservices.com

We Pride Ourselves On First Class Service
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THORNDALE
FURNISHERS LTD

www. thomdalefumishers.co.uk

UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE, DINING FURNITURE, BEDS AND
BEDROOM FURNITURE.

OPEN: MON TO SAT 9AM TO 5PM
SUNDAY 10AM TO 4PM & BANK HOLIDAYS 10AM TO 4PM

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FURNITURE RETAILER 37 YEARS IN THE
MAKING AND STILL GROWING STRONGER IN THIS CHANGING CLIMATE.
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

THORNDALE FURNISHERS, UNIT 1, BURFIELD PARK, SOUTH ROAD,
HAILSHAM BN27 3JL

T: 01323 847759 www.thorndalefurnishers.co.uk

Ron’s Ramblings.

Last week we paid a visit to some old friends living near Eastbourne and on
arrival was greeted by a pigeon strutting up and down outside their front
door. Nothing unusual you may say. But this was not your common or garden
woodie or one of those manky, disease ridden specimens that you see under
railway arches. This one was sleek and glossy. With my middle name being
Sherlock I quickly came to the conclusion that this was a homing pigeon and
my hypothesis was reinforced by the fact that on one leg was a ring and the
other sported a minute tracker. Elementary.

The friends had arrived home one day to find a bag of bird seed spread over
their kitchen floor and a trail of bird poop down the stairs. Having searched
the house from top to bottom and finding no trace, they retired for the night.
Only to discover in the morning, said bird perched on the top of a large oil
painting of the late Mrs Gilbey (of Gin fame) but luckily had only pooped over
the picture frame and not the portrait itself. He’d made himself at home and
there was no way he was going back outside, thank you. Even with Mark
doing his best impersonation of a female bird on heat (do birds do that ?)
Eventually he was coaxed outside with a trail of seeds and a bowl of water,
whereupon all the doors and windows were closed to prevent a re-entry. This
was on the hottest day of the year. They were effectively under siege for the
next four days until it gave up and flew off back to Bristol.

Having contacted the owner by means of the ring number it seems the bird
was released on the Isle of Wight but instead of turning left it went right.
Safe to say that navigation was not this bird’s strong point. It would have
been useless as a carrier pigeon in the First World War .

The strange part about this whole episode was that this was not an isolated
incident. This is the fourth, exhausted and lost, homing pigeon that has
turned up on their doorstep in the past year. The first one set off from
Littlehampton on it’s way to Dover. Not particularly far in bird terms and yet
it decided to stop off at Eastbourne for a few days rather than complete the
intended journey. It’s almost as though it’s the bird equivalent of a Premier
Inn and the word has got around.

Ronnie King



Flower Show Prize Winners

Banksian Medal - most points in Fruit and Vegetable Section

Louise Roberts and Sally Rogers
Eric White Memorial Shield - most points in show

Sally Rogers and Louise Roberts

Roy White Memorial Trophy - The Country Gardener Louise Roberts
Jim Payne Trophy - Floral Arrangement Paula Hutchings
WI Trophy - most points in show WI member Maggie Evans
Cup for the Best Lego Creation Lilly Weekes

Best in Section

Flowers Bob Andrew
Produce Lila Bousba
Photography, Arts and Crafts Samantha Brown

4 Years and Under Ned Keeley

5-7 Years Fion Walker

8-11 Years Evie Walker

12-16 Years Grace Wills

All Ages up to 16 Grace Wills

Most Points in Section

Flowers Louise Roberts
Produce Gill Ratcliffe
Photography, Arts and Crafts Paula Hutchings

4 Years and Under Ned Keely, Mila, Elizabeth Cook
5-7 Years Archie Kemp

8-11 Years Lilly Weekes

12-16 Years Ava Hutchings

All Ages up to 16 Flora Timms-Andrew

Congratulations to all prize winners and all those
placed in the different classes.

We had entries from 59 people and the standard was
very high.

Thank you to everyone who entered and to all those
who helped with judging, adding up the points and
admin on the day and beforehand, it was much
appreciated and helped the show run very smoothly.
Jay Ashworth.

Murmurations

In the 70’s country kids like me were turned out into paddocks to exercise. We
learnt to read with Peter and Jane and Pat the dog, and we read many, many
Kellogg’s packets. Like cowboys we rode to the village store and hitched up our
ponies outside. Dynamo lamps flickered and faded in the dark as our twiggy limbs
struggled to pedal hand-me-down bikes up the steepest hills and hollows. Back
then, mostly free of concerns besides my Animal Jobs, | had little idea how | would
meander through the decades, sometimes a surging rollercoaster like a river at
source, at other times a seemingly motionless estuary. The twists and turns that
make life are exactly that. Life. Rich, challenging, vibrant, testing, always moving
this way and that....

In the 80s | partied in barns and, finishing college, | acquired a boyfriend - the best
thing since sliced bread | thought, back then. In the 9os | studied hard and worked
hard... a young adult learning how creative thinking can solve problems. Life’s
curve balls have led to some inspiring business solutions - companies founded
with passion and often dire need - such as Chuckling Goat, a kitchen table gut-
health start-up borne from one woman’s mission to save her husband’s life.
Attachment to future outcomes, when the flow of life has different plans, can be
rigid and unyielding whereas a nimble mindset, flexible, adaptable and open to a
range of outcomes is a true gift, particularly when external forces really rock and
roll.

Engaging lateral thinking skills soon reveals previously unimaginable solutions and
employing our intuition to solve problems (delving deep inside ourselves for what
feels right) is always accessible to us, as is ‘sleeping on it’ - many issues resolve
themselves overnight with no action needed at all. Being aware that difficult
situations can cause our breathing to be fast and shallow we can close our eyes
and scan the body for areas of unease or tension. Breathing into these areas of
tightness, whether the jaw, shoulders, chest/heart or stomach/lower belly creates
stillness, gives our system more oxygen and enables the brain to then passively
work on a (re)solution rather than juggling a range of emotions. In every way - and
there are myriad problem-solving strategies - we allow our brain the time and
space to sift through its vast archive of experiences and we also allow, and trust,
our gut instincts to guide us.

I still read cereal packets. Maybe they’re so mundane it’s like emptying the mind, a
kind of mini meditation. This morning, Toasted Buckwheat

Seeded Muesli, and on the packet: “Life’s a country path, winding this way and
that. Take a deep breath, then take it all in.” Perfect!

Donna Christman



Chapel News for September

Don’t forget it is the Chapel’s Harvest Festival on the 29t September and as
usual we will have tea at 5 pm followed by a Songs of Praise Service. The
offering will be given to Wateraid.

As | write this, the summer is fast passing us by but the Chapel have had some
wonderful times of worship with the presence of the Holy Spirit very evident.
Our Healing Service in July saw lots of new faces and many of these coming up
for prayer. Revd. Peter Walker reminded us that included in the 4 gospels are 20
detailed incidents of healing and 12 generalised statements.

The 20 detailed incidents mention 31 people healed by God through Jesus, he
specialised in bringing God’s healing to beggars and social outcasts. Through
Jesus God healed a wide range of physical maladies, including blindness and
paraplegia. It is also recorded that those who were suffering from painful
complaints of one kind or another were brought to Jesus and cured even at the
point of death. Most were healed while Jesus was on a journey, some at home
and others at meetings - only 2 of the 31 were healed at an organised, pre-
arranged, religious meeting. In most Jesus’ initiative was an unsolicited ‘please’
by a friend, relative or the individual themselves.

In many instances the reaction was antagonistic: twice there was persecution,
once there was opposition and argument, and another time there were plots of
destruction. The chief priests determined to kill Christ after the raising of
Lazarus. Perhaps most remarkable of all - yet the same happens today - five
times there was no reaction at all when God brought miraculous healing through
Jesus and not everyone turned to follow Christ as a result.

Through his three brief years of ministry Jesus brought God’s healing to the sick,
but also made time to train 12 apostles and 72 disciples to follow Jesus’ example,
a practice which continues today! Jesus still heals through his sons and
daughters who are prepared to pray for healing of the sick. | know many people
who pray for the sick and see God’s healing. Sometimes it is immediate,
sometimes over a few weeks and sometimes over many months.

The Chapel now has a lending library of many inspiring books about people’s
experience of healing plus many others about the bible, the Holy Spirit, and
Angels. We are building our library up and would be pleased to lend them to
anybody that would like to read them. If you have any such books and would
like to donate them to our library we would of course be very grateful.

Fay Ramsden
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Ashburnham and Penhurst Flower
Show and Country Fair 2024

e

to everyone who
everyone who Welped
make it happen and
#2,200 to St Michael’s #ospice and £2,200 for a/IlThDSc Wf: C;!Imc
community projects on the Sports Field Site along onivc aay

Following the success of this year's Flower Show and Country Fair we have
reflected on the growth of this village event started by the Garden Club and WI
backin 2009! Over the past 15 years the event has grown hugely and has not only
provided a fantastic annual focus for our community to get together but has also
raised thousands of pounds for charitable causes and village projects.

Many of the current organising group have been involved in helping with the
event since its early days and in more recent years have taken on full
responsibility for the event, meeting monthly to plan, delegate and organise and
running various stalls and attractions on the day including the Flower Show, BBQ
and Tea Tent. We're delighted that the event has become so popular but it takes a
huge amount of work each year to pull it off. We are so grateful to everyone who
helps beforehand and on the day and while we hope that it will carry on for many
years to come, some of us have decided that our time at the forefront of the
organising group has come to an end. Again, we want to thank everyone for their
support and hope we will be handing over to others who will take up the
challenge and continue to grow this fantastic village event.

We are not 'retiring' from everything and will no doubt be back organising smaller
community building and fundraising events before too long!

Richard White, Christine White, Gill Ratcliffe, Robin Ratcliffe, Louie Roberts,

Jay Ashworth.



September Diary

Sun 1

Mon 2
Tue 3
Wed 4
Thus
Fri 6
Sat 7

Sun 8

Mon 9
Tue 10

Wed 11

9.15am
11am
6.30pm

7.30pm
7-45pm
10am-1pm
10.30am-12
8.30-10am

9.15am
11am
6.30pm

7pm
7.45pm

7-45pm

Penhurst and Ashburnham New Theatrical Society

Pantomime confirmed as - Rapunzel

Tickets available from November 1st
If you would like to join us on stage or behind the scenes we

yogahoadie@gmail.com or j.french678(@btinternet.com or

Holy Communion
Baptism, Broadwater Lake
Communion Service

Pub Quiz

Table Tennis

Art Club

Coffee Stop
Men’s Breakfast

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Evening Service

Filling Station - Conservatory
Ml

Table Tennis

P.A.N.T.S

November 21st - 23rd

would love to hear from you!

Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Place
Ashburnham Chapel

Ash Tree Inn
Village Hall

Sports Pavilion
Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Place

Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Ashburnham Place
Ash Tree Inn

Village Hall

07970 624966

Thu 12
Fri13
Sat 14

Sun 15

Mon 16

Tue 17

Wed 18

Thu19

Fri20
Sat 21

Sun 22

Mon 23
Tue 24

Wed 25

Thu 26
Fri27
Sat 28

Sun 29

Mon 30

10am-1pm
2pm
10am-12pm
9.15am
11am
6.30pm
2pm

10.30am
7.30pm

12pm
7-45pm

10am - 1pm
10.45am

2-4pm

9.15am
11am
6.30pm

7.30pm
7-45pm

10am-1pm

2pm

10.30am

5pm
6.30pm

Art Club
Short Mat Bowls
Library Cafe

Harvest Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Communion Service

WI

Village Walk
Prayer Hour

Village Lunch
Table Tennis

Art Club
Church Service led by Revd Gary

Library Cafe

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Evening Service

Parish Council
Table Tennis

Art Club

Short Mat Bowls

St Michael and All Angels
Joint Church Service
Harvest Festival Tea
Songs of Praise

Sports Pavilion
Village Hall
Village Hall

Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Sports Pavilion

Penhurst Retreat
Church Hall

Village Hall
Village Hall

Sports Pavilion
Hazel Lodge

Village Hall

Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Sports Pavilion
Village Hall

Sports Pavilion

Village Hall

Penhurst Church

Ashburnham Chapel
Ashburnham Chapel
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