Ashburnham Estate Properties to rent
From time to time properties become available to rent on
the Ashburnham Estate. If you would like to be contacted when
something becomes available, without any obligation, please do let us
know. Contact the Land Agent, Florence Wolfe on 01273 407012, Mobile
07458 117431 or email: Florence.Wolfe@struttandparker.com for this and
any other Ashburnham Estate matters.

JF Stoneworks
Specialists in stone

NEW MEMORIALS
CLEANING & RENOVATION
ADDITONAL INSCRIPTIONS
GRANITE & MARBLE WORKTOPS
STONE BUILDING RESTORATION
DOMESTIC STONE WORK
No. 2 Kingswell Estate, Beech Farm, Netherfield Hill, Battle,
East Sussex, TN33 0LL Showroom: 01424 774497
www.jfstoneworks.co.uk Email: enquiries@jfstoneworks.co.uk

KEEPING THE PAST AS A PRESENT
Antiques, Collectables & Unusual Gifts
Free Delivery within UK

www.chafferantiques.com
01580 831835
Holiday Flat available
At Penhurst, near Battle
For long or short breaks
Two bedrooms, sleeps four
Two well-behaved dogs welcome
Contact cottages4you.co.uk
0345 498 6900 Ref. 29197
The Granary, Penhurst
www.cottages.com
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Holiday Cottage on the
Isle of Wight

!
!
!
!
!
!

Quiet location with parking
Sleeps 4 plus 1
Easy access to the beach
Beautiful walks from the house
Ideal place to relax and unwind
Lovely secure garden with
furniture
! Free WIFI
For more details, prices, pictures and
full information, go to
www.applehousetotlandbay.co.uk

ETB four star Gold Award

J. Birrell
Oil Fired Boilers, Aga
and Rayburn
Servicing and Repairs
22 Years Experience
Fully Insured
Home 01580 880804
Mobile 079077 95603

The Tractor Trundle, 30th September 2018, Jay Ashworth
Please send contributions for the December/January issue by Friday November
2nd. We reserve the right of refusal & the right to edit any articles

Chapel News for November 2018
We had a great time at our Harvest Tea with many friends old and some not so old
joining us for our usual scrumptious banquet. A few more people joined us for the
actual Service and as usual everybody sang with great gusto giving praise and
thanks to Our Lord.
We had one slight mishap in that a mouse found our sheaves of wheat and helped
itself to its own Harvest Tea leaving us just stalks to put in our display! Thankfully I
don’t think many people noticed as the beautiful flower arrangements and food
and vegetables on show took their attention.
Edward White very kindly gave us permission to park in his field which was a great
help and we thank him for this kind gesture.
November for us at the chapel is a time to recover from the summer’s activities
but of course we have our Carol Service the first weekend of December which
is the 2nd. We look forward to welcoming you all to this Service, the offering
from which will be going to Snowflake who help the homeless of Hastings and
St. Leonards by giving them shelter from November to March. If you are unable
to come to the Carol Service but would like to donate something towards
Snowflake please contact either Fay or Janet and we will arrange to receive
your offering.
The Chapel will not be having a service on the 9th December as we will be joining
St. Peter’s for their Carol Service

Special Note for Advertisers
We are very grateful to our advertisers, who make it possible for Ashburnham
Church to produce and distribute the parish magazine free of charge each
month. We are delighted to announce that, from November, the
administration for the advertising will pass to Andrew Hoad. All enquiries
should be directed to him, and Andrew will be contacting regular advertisers
in due course regarding renewal for 2019
Andrew’s contact details are as follows:
Email: hoadie86@yahoo.co.uk or Telephone: 01424 893033
I would like to thank Jennifer for all her hard work looking after the
advertising in the magazine for the last few years. Jay

Registered with the General Osteopathic
Council & the Institute of Osteopathy

Sarahjane Prince Cert ed AoR MSMA
(NHS registered)

East Sussex Osteopaths offer
clinic appointments in
Dallington and Heathfield

Sports Massage
Hot Stone Massage
Aromatherapy
Swedish Massage
Zonal Face Lift
Foot, Hand & face Reflexology
Fertility and Delivery Reflexology

To book an appointment, please call

07762 576 492

Clinics in Dallington and
Heathfield

www.eastsussex-osteopaths.co.uk
eastsussexosteopaths@gmail.com

07762 576 495

Calls for complementary advice

also welcome

www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk
eastsussexmassage@yahoo.co.uk
Working from the rooms of East Sussex
Osteopaths

Meridian Marquees
We provide a complete service for
the ultimate party, wedding or
corporate event.

BOOK THE VILLAGE HALL
Redecorated throughout.
Fully equipped kitchen.
Our Marquees are an ideal venue in
Perfect for meetings, recreation
all seasons. We provide heating,
and weddings.
stunning interiors, a wide range of Hall 16mx7m, Small Room 8mx6m
Ring Gill on 01424 892674
furniture, dance floors, stages and
much more.
For a free site visit and quotation
please contact us on
01424 893757
07976 704632
dave@meridian-marquees.co.uk

If you have food or toiletries you
would like to donate,
there is a collection point in
Ashburnham Church

Shipping Container to rent
suitable for all types of storage

Fully qualified tree surgeons
at secure site on the outskirts of
Battle/Hastings
20’x8’x8’ (1280 cu.ft)
6mx2.5mx2.5m (37.5 cu.m)
£23 per week
For more information ring
Fay on 07860 113413

All aspects of tree work
professionally undertaken
07817 572291

HOME MAINTENANCE

References available
Fully insured

‘So, what’s that on the back of your car?’ A question asked from time to time by
the inquisitive. What is sometimes on the back of a car is the sign of the fish. It is the
sign of the Christian and was an early symbol that has its origins in the 2nd century.
During the 4th and 5th centuries the sign was often found in the catacombs
combined with symbols of bread and wine to signify The Last Supper as instituted
by Jesus on the night prior to his death.

In the Greek of the day the word ‘fish’ was ‘Ichthus’, which as an acronym
read: ‘Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour’. Today, when we see the sign of the fish
often on the rear of cars, and sometimes as a lapel pin, we know that that person is
a Christian. An even better reason for the driver to drive well!

All work undertaken in and
around the home

Tel: 01424 774764
Mob: 07976 741950
E: robdedman1066@gmail.com

Dear Friends,

The fish symbol was used because it was a way of making one known to fellow
believers, at a time when to be open about the faith would have brought swift
retribution by the Romans.

ROB DEDMAN

Painting and decorating
Bathrooms and tiling

The Sign of the Fish

Tom Gooders Tree Surgery

Ashburnham Sports Pavilion
Now with heating and full
kitchen facilities.
Available for hire for all
recreational activities.
Charges for village focussed groups
reduced to £15 per session.
Hirers liability insurance in place.
Please contact Brian Holdstock on
01323 832082

Many people today wear signs of faith, be it a cross or the fish. Such signs
are adverts of the Christian believer, but of course the very best advert is
the life one leads. There have been many eloquent sermons preached down the
years, but the best sermon of all is the life a person lives.
Jesus once said: ‘by their fruits you shall know them’.
It’s an important lesson for us all.
Agmerhurst Granary, Kitchenham Road,
Ashburnham, Battle, TN33 9NA
With my prayers, PETER
Tel: 01424 892941
p.walker977@btinternet.com

DEEJAY

Carpentry and Joinery
Props: DF & JC Tough

Windows, doors, kitchen cupboards
conservatories, all maintenance
Telephone: 01424 438814
Mobile 07977 859582

Email: deejaycandj@hotmail.co.uk

Mallards
For all your soft furnishing needs
Curtains, blinds, pelmets etc
Call Sharon 01424 892029

Creative Arts Exhibition Open Day
Thursday 1st November from 2pm - 8pm
Free Event - All Welcome
Come and join us to celebrate all creativity at this event, part of our
annual Creative Arts Week at Ashburnham Place

Ashburnham Church

We supply and fit
Carpets, Vinyls,
Laminates, Real Wood,
Safety Flooring
for every location
and budget

invites you to a

Free estimates and advice
Fast friendly service
Expert fitting by our own fitters
Home selection service

At ASHBURNHAM PLACE
On Sat 1st December 2018 at 8.30am

Ed Jones
Team Leader & Pastor of Battle Baptist Church
will talk about

Domestic and commercial
Competitive prices

10% Discount with this ad!

Fully insured
All work guaranteed
Over 500 rugs in our showroom

“Bungee Jumping By Faith”

Customer satisfaction is very important to us and much
of our work has come from recommendations and
repeat orders since we opened in 1998

In 1994 God healed Ed from leukaemia:
as a result he decided to live each day as if it were his last!
Hear a story of crazy ideas, life changing moments, decisions that
seemed good at the time and a journey with God that’s taken Ed and
his family at times to the edge… when they’ve let go and trusted him!

Our showroom is at 36 London Road, St Leonards on Sea
(opposite Boots)

To book your place in advance,
please contact:

Alternatively you can contact us
and we will gladly bring samples to you!
Just call 01424 446222

John French 01424 892580 or Richard Hann 01424 893130
j.french678@btinternet.com
the.hanns@talktalk.net

A donation on the day of £5 would be welcomed

www.cornercarpetcompany.co.uk
info@cornercarpetcompany.co.uk
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Pub Quiz

at the Ash Tree Inn
Tuesday 6th November at 7.45pm
£1 entry, £5 set meal
01424 892104
Join us for a battle of wits!

ASHBURNHAM &
PENHURST WI

Village Lunch

Wednesday 21st November
at the Village Hall
Lunch is cooked for any older
residents in our villages who would
like a bit of company and a delicious
meal. Transport can be arranged.
For more information or to book a
place, ring Janet on 01424 892311

Table Tennis Club
Meets at the Village Hall on
Wednesdays at 7.45pm
Call Janet on 01424 892311
for more information

Monday 19th November
7.15pm for a 7.30pm start
Sally Field talking about RABI

The Ashburnham and Penhurst
Gardening Club

For more details see our webpage
https://ashburnham-penhurst.net/

Meeting on Monday 26th November
7.30pm at Ashburnham Church Hall
Our theme is ‘Using Winter Foliage’
and we will enjoy a demonstration
followed by making our own table
decoration

Follow us on Facebook

Visitors are most welcome
For more details please contact us via
the website www.ashpengc.org.uk

Book Club

Our next gathering will be at 2pm on
Friday 30th November at
Street Cottage
For details call Nicky on 01424 892474
We will be chatting about the books
we have enjoyed since the last time
we met: sharing, swapping, lending
and recommending

MI
Meets on Tuesday 13th November
at the Ash Tree Inn from 8.30pm
All men in the Villages welcome to
join us for a drink and find out more
about our upcoming events

The Coffee Stop

C. Waterhouse & Sons
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Drop in anytime between 10.30am - 12pm
for a cup of coffee and a chat.

Caring and personal service by a family owned company that has
maintained its traditions of discretion, and professionalism over
four generations.

All ages and interests welcome.
We meet at the Sports Pavilion.
The next one is on
Friday 2nd November
Hope to see you there!

High Street, Burwash, East Sussex, TN19 7ET
www.cwaterhouseandsons.co.uk
email: funerals@cwaterhouse.co.uk
24 Hour Service—Please call (01435) 882219

(A community initiative supported by the WI and Parish Council)

Yoga
at the Pavilion

Come and join us for fun and friendly
yoga sessions
All ages and levels welcomed
Mondays 9.15 to 10.45 am
For more information call Helen on
01424 893033 07856472224 or
yogahoadie@gmail.com

The Filling Station at Ashburnham Place
The Filling Station is an informal way of expressing the Christian
Faith, meeting on Monday 12th November at 7pm

Winter Opening Hours will be:
Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Sunday: 10.30am-5.00pm
We will be closed over the Christmas and New Year Period:
Sunday 23rd December – Thursday 27th December
and Monday 31st December – Tuesday 1st January 2019
We will be open Friday 28th – Sunday 30th December
and back open as normal from Wednesday 2nd January 2019
Orangery Tea Room, Ashburnham Place, Battle, East Sussex, TN33 9NF.
Tel: 01424 894203 Email: orangery@ashburnham.org.uk

Hydra Cleaning Services
Commercial and domestic
Fully insured

o
o
o
o
o

Windows – interior and exterior
Gutter clearance
Fascias and soffits
Weatherboarding
Pressure washing
All cleaned with our unique pure
hot water system
Call James for a free quote,
Tel: 07515460008
Email: hydracleaning@mail.com
www.hydracleaning.co.uk

WILL WRITING SERVICE
Usual fee per will
£125 plus VAT
Free wills brochure
available on request
(Lasting Powers of Attorney
from £235 + VAT)

Tel: 01323 460395

We will be welcoming Helen Azur from HeartCry for Change,
speaking on our ‘Legacy’ from Isaiah 59:21.
Meet at 7pm for Coffee and Cakes in the Conservatory before
gathering in the Great Hall for a time of extended worship and
powerful prayer ministry. Come and be filled up!
For more details see website
www.thefillingstation.org/station/ashburnham or contact
Catherine on 01580 881816 or catherine@duggleby.com

the PlayCafé

‘too small for school’

Wednesday mornings (term times), 10am till 12 noon
Adults must be accompanied by at least one baby or toddler!
You can find us at Ashburnham Church Hall, in the grounds of
Ashburnham Place, Battle. TN33 9NF
You can park in the main car park and the Café is signposted from there.
All are welcome to come for coffee, chat and play.

Barry & Co Solicitors

Plenty of toys, messy creative play, singing, outside fun,
a quiet corner for tiny tots.

Bay Terrace, Pevensey Bay
East Sussex BN24 6EE
PROBATE ADVICE

Give Margaret a ring on 01424 777011. If she’s not in,
leave a message and she will ring you back as soon as she can.

No obligation legal advice on initiating
Probate and Estate Administration

Supported by Ashburnham Church

Tel: 01323 768382
Or contact
rachel@barryandco.org

Ron’s Ramblings
I’ve got writer’s block. Hurrah! I hear you cry, but I’ll ignore that. Many things go
through my mind but there is little I can use for an article. Well, very little that
wouldn’t see me in court for defamation or end up with a dead rodent nailed to my
front door. So, what to do?
An article about odd place names perhaps? This occurred to me recently whilst
driving through the village of Pant in Montgomery, with its pub, The Cross Guns.
Pant is just down the road from Vest and its pub, The Annoyed Catapult. (ok, I’ve
just made that last one up). Then nearer to home is Locksbottom. Not very funny,
unless you are my four-and -a- half year old Grandson and we’ve just announced we
are going there to shop at Sainsbury’s. The English countryside is littered with
wonderful sounding place names that just beckon you to come and have a look and
see whether it matches up to your expectations.What else? The M.I. recently had a
rocket launching session, courtesy of Paul Clark, using one of Richard White’s fields.
(A rocket was launched. Not one of Richard’s fields). We’re not talking Guy Fawke’s
night rockets here. Paul has built some fantastic scale model rockets and planes
that soar hundreds of feet into the air. The whole spectacle is only slightly let down
by the use of Eefie’s ironing board as a launch pad. This aforementioned item
caused much hilarity among some friends when shown photos of the event. There
we all were, assembled round it, causing some wag to liken us to the cast of ‘The
Last of the Summer Wine’. Which then started me thinking. Who would play the
various characters in a village remake of the series ? Robin would have to play
Compo. No one else would be mad enough to try out the stunts. I can see Brian as
Foggy and either John French or Peter the Vicar, as Clegg. As for Nora Batty and the
rest of the female cast. I don’t even want to go there.......
Filming starts
as soon as
we’ve raised
enough
funding and
as long as
I’ve not got a
rodent
nailed to my
front door.

Grounds and Gardens
Ashburnham Doggy
Day-Care and Boarding
At work or out all day?
Drop your dog off with me for
care and walkies!
8am to 5pm - £20
Half day sessions £10
Overnight care also available
Louise Edwards

Timberyard Cottage, Ashburnham
Call 01424 893239
Or mobile: 07818 086004

Dare we say that Christmas is
coming?! Well, if you’re interested
in making Christmas wreaths or
table decorations then think
about coming along to Jay’s
workshops in December.
Wreath Making
on Thu 6th and Sat 8th and
Table Decorations on Sat 15th.
These are always popular and
book up early so head over to to
the website for more information
and booking details
www.ashburnham.org.uk

Penhurst Retreat Centre
The beginning of November sees the start of our major reconfiguration
project at the Manor House, we are having wiring and plumbing sorted out
and taking the opportunity to give all our bedrooms ensuite or dedicated
bathrooms. We are ‘loving the centre into a new place’ and hope to be reopening in mid February when we look forward to welcoming many of you
back to the Retreat Centre. We are already taking bookings for next year, do
check out our website and see if one of our retreats or quiet days appeals to
you. We will be keeping an office open while the reconfiguration is taking
place so do give us a ring or drop us an email if you want to book a place.
We will also be keeping a stock of our fundraising cookery books out if you
need a Christmas present or two! The book is packed full of delicious
Penhurst classics and tasty new recipes and is a snip at £10! All the proceeds
from the sale go towards our fund-raising for the project. Drop us a line if you
want to buy a copy!

Ronnie King.
www.penhurst.org.uk
01424 892088
info@penhurst.org.uk

PANTS presents

Goldi Locks and The
Reed Wood Bear
Thursday 22nd November 7.30pm
Friday 23rd November 7.30pm
Saturday 24th November
2.30pm and 7.30pm

at The Village Hall
Tickets on sale from 1st November
Adults £9 and Children £3
To include a programme raffle
and refreshments

Parish Magazine Contact Details
If you would like to advertise
phone Andy on 01424 893033 or
email hoadie86@yahoo.co.uk
If you have a question about delivery
contact Catherine on 01580 881816
To submit articles or village notices
contact Jay Ashworth on
01424 532972 / 07876 484945 or
email jay.ashworth@btinternet.com

Battle Area Flexible Bus
A booking needs to be made in advance call Peter (01424 - 772001)
Ashburnham to Eastbourne
B82:
Ashburnham to Tenterden/Ashford B84:

ASHBURNHAM & PENHURST
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

Ashburnham to Tunbridge Wells
B87:, 5 Nov
Bus passes can be used on all services
after 9.30am

CHARITY CHRISTMAS

Battle Area Community Transport
Every Tuesday- 10am The Pound
10.05am Ash Tree Inn
10.25am arrive Battle Abbey Green
12.05pm leave Battle Abbey Green
12.30pm Ash Tree Inn
For Ashburnham Church events and information go to
www.ashburnhamandpenhurstchurches.org.uk
For Village events and information go to
www.ashburnham-penhurst.net
"105" IS THE NUMBER TO CALL IF YOU GET A POWER CUT
105 is a single helpline service for householders to report power failures or safety
concerns, or to get information during a blackout.
Calls to 105 are free of charge and will put you through to your local electricity
network operator. You can call 105 from landlines and most mobile phones.
For information about
Church Services contact
Ashburnham Church
Jennifer Oldroyd
01323 832748
Nick Thompson
01424 219225
07805895449
Penhurst Church
Anthony Ramsey
01323 764557
Ashburnham Chapel
Fay Ramsden
07860 113413
01424 830078

Please note that the inclusion of
advertisements for local services in this
magazine does not constitute a
recommendation.
Readers are advised to make their own
enquiries to ensure good service.

COFFEE MORNING
DELICIOUS CAKES,
SAVOURIES &
LIGHT LUNCHES
STALLS & RAFFLE

SATURDAY 1st DECEMBER
ASHBURNHAM
VILLAGE HALL
10.30am - 1pm

“Everybody wants to go to heaven, but no one wants to die” Anon
What do you think about death? When you can’t get to sleep at night, and that pain
comes on again. Or when someone you know who is younger than you dies. Or
when you watch a death-bed scene on the television and lie awake wondering how
you will face it.
The trouble is, it’s not like the dentist, whose appointments you can put off. Or like
the flu, that may pass you by this winter. It is a certainty. Everyone who has ever
lived has died, and one day – perhaps soon, if you are a good age – you too will die.
Our society, our health service – our churches, even – do not really acknowledge the
inevitability of death. No matter how old you are, doctors and surgeons will fight to
put you right. Church congregations will pray for your complete healing. Friends
will visit and say, “Oh no, you’ll soon be up and about again…!”
With the recent deaths of Yensie Harmer and Dolly Lovett, we are reminded that In
our community we have many who are coming towards the end of their lives. Some
may be fit and well, still driving and still active. They may have lots of friends and
loving families, but I’m pretty sure they think about death sometimes. And the
problem comes when they are forced to think about it alone, because there is no
one to talk it over with. Our families hate us to talk about dying, and our friends
want to be upbeat and encouraging.
There are organisations now that understand that this is an important issue for
people to grapple with. There are Death Cafes, where you can go and chat over
coffee and cake about the end of life. They cover practical issues: do you have a
will? Does your family know what funeral arrangements you would like? Have you
made it clear if you want to be buried or cremated? Are you going to put in place a
“do not resuscitate” order so that in the event of a major stroke or heart attack,
strenuous efforts are not made to keep you alive? Have you talked to your family
about that? Because when the time comes, they will want to do everything they can
to keep you with them.
The best advice would be not to think about your death on a bad day, when you feel
low anyway, but to choose a beautiful day, and perhaps sit down with a good friend
and share your thoughts. Talk through your fears, your wishes and your doubts.
That way there will be at least one person who will know what you want when the
time comes.
Maybe we should have a “death morning” in the Orangery, when we can all go and
“speak about the unspeakable” over coffee and homemade cake…!
Jennifer Oldroyd

Ashburnham Church Hall
The Church Hall is situated in the grounds of Ashburnham Place, tucked
just inside the wall of the Kitchen Garden. It is used for Sunday school,
the Play Cafe, coffee after the Sunday morning service and the
occasional Sunday shared lunch.
The building consists of one large room, two smaller rooms, two WCs
and a very well equipped kitchen. There is a small garden at the back.
Village residents are welcome to use the facilities for children’s parties,
coffee mornings, teas, committee meetings, etc, and we simply ask for
a donation towards the upkeep of the hall.
Clive Mills has taken over as caretaker of the hall, and also keeps the
bookings diary. Please contact him if you would like to make a
booking, or if you have any other query about the hall. You can
telephone on 01424 777011, or email to clive.mills@ymail.com

The Art Group

meets every Thursday morning from 10am to 1pm in
The Sports Pavilion, Ashburnham, TN33 9NU
On Thursday 8th November, artist Viv Walkington will be leading a
workshop day exploring “Autumn Colours in Watercolour”
***********
STOP PRESS! We are planning some extended Workshop Days with
some of our artist tutors. These will run from 10am to 3.30pm at £20
on the day for non-members. Tea and coffee provided but please bring
a packed lunch. Details of all our Tutored Sessions and Workshop Days
will be published here.
Drop in any Thursday to non-tutor sessions for £5 but
for the Tutored Sessions at £12 on the day, and Workshop Days at £20
please book your place by texting your name
(and email address if you need directions) to
Barbara: 07703 284496 or Elfreda: 07774 066578.

Parish Council News
November is the month when the parish council take a first look at its budget for
next year, the year commencing 1st April 2019. This is the perfect opportunity for
members of the public to have their say. The draft budget will be published on
the village web site with the agenda.
November is also the month of the Remembrance Sunday service which is on 11th
November commencing at 10.45 am at the war memorial. Details of special
arrangements for parking are elsewhere in the magazine. Grateful thanks are
extended to Gill Ratcliffe and Carol Lovett who once again are providing
refreshments in the pavilion after the service. Being the centenary of the end of
the Second World War numbers attending are expected to be double the usual.
The progress of the roll out of rural broad band continues to be closely monitored
by the parish council. Cllr Andrew Hoad has lead responsibility for this and would
be glad of feedback from residents about their current situation. The monthly
published information is hard to interpret not least because there are multiple
exchanges serving the parish with phone numbers starting 01424 (Ashburnham
and Ponts Green), 01323 (Brigden Hill) and 01435 (Lakehurst Lane). Andrew’s
contact details are on the parish web site.
Planning applications
A summary of currently undecided or recently determined applications is on the
‘Planning’ page at the village web site. It contains a link to the Rother DC planning
portal if you want to view documents.
Dates of next meetings (last Wednesday of the month)
Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council: Wednesday 28 November 2018 at 7.30 pm
in the Sports Pavilion. Planning Committee(but only if there are any new planning
matters to consider): Wed 19 December 2018 at 7.30 pm in the Sports Pavilion.
All meetings are in public and members of the public are encouraged to attend.
There is an agenda slot near the start of the meeting for members of the public to
address the Council. The agenda is published online at the village web site three
clear days before the meeting and hard copy is put on the notice boards at The
Chapel and Penhurst Granary.
Brian Holdstock, Clerk to the Council
Email: clerk@ashburnham-penhurst.net
Land line: 01323 832082 with answering machine.Text: 07836 716723
If leaving a message be sure to leave your name and a call back number.

Village Bonfire
Friday 9th
November
Bonfire lit at 7pm
Ashburnham Playing Field
Adults £5
Kids £3
(includes refreshments)
A big thank you
to all the supporters, helpers and contributors at
this year's Macmillan Coffee Morning
We made £787.11
A tremendous effort for such a small community
Thank you everyone!

Harvest Supper
Thanks to everyone who supported the Harvest Supper on 6th October,
the event raised £357 for RABI.
We had a great evening with delicious food, an interesting talk about farming
from Monica and a traditional sing song with Bob.
Thanks to everyone who came along and special thanks to those who helped
by cooking, washing up, serving, washing tablecloths etc.

The Ashburnham Estate – A Family History
There are not many left in Ashburnham and Penhurst
who remember it personally, but 65 years ago this year a
major event occurred in the history of these villages:
Lady Catherine Ashburnham died.
As the eldest daughter of Bertram, the 5th Earl of
Ashburnham, she had come out of training to be a nun in
order to inherit Ashburnham Place and the 20,000 acres
around it that represented the Ashburnham Estate from
her uncle Thomas, the 6th Earl, who died in 1924.
When Lady Catherine died in 1953 with no children, the law of inheritance sought
the nearest male heir. Her grandfather, Bertram, the 4th Earl, had seven sons and
four daughters. Amazingly not one of those sons had a surviving son but one of
the daughters, Lady Margaret Ashburnham (my great grandmother) married John
Joseph Bickersteth and had two sons. The eldest, Edward had died in 1945, and
the younger Richard Bickersteth was Lady Catherine’s Land Steward, managing
the Estate. He lived at Agmerhurst House and was known locally as “Mr Richard.”
Despite having two sisters, as the eldest male it was Edward’s youngest child,
John (my father), who inherited Ashburnham Place and the Estate. John was
training to be a Vicar in the Church of England when he received a call during the
night from his Uncle Richard: “Good news and bad news, John! The good news is
you have inherited an 8,500 acre estate and 82-roomed mansion; but the bad news is
you have 70% death duty tax to pay, and the house is condemned due to dry rot, so
you need to get down here urgently to sort it all out and pay the tax!”
The way in which he achieved this and paid the £427,000 tax bill was quite
complicated. Firstly, he had to sell the vast majority of the Estate and wonderful
historic art and furniture collections. Later he gave Ashburnham Place and 220
acres surrounding it to a charitable trust to be a Christian prayer and conference
centre. Then down the years he also had to sell off the brickyard, the forge, the
post office and other cottages. What remained of the Estate (some 2,000 acres of
farm/woodland & 47 cottages), my father put into different trusts, at the same
time dispensing with the principle of the eldest son inheriting everything.
Since then, he (and, after his death, the family) have sought to manage the Estate
in a way that retains the uniqueness of where we live. Those who have lived here
since 1953 will have seen significant changes as the Estate has had to adapt to
new legislation as well as the challenges of modern farming. The next few years –
let alone 65 years – will, I am sure, be no less dramatic, especially given the Brexit
vote!
Richard Bickersteth

Next time: “1066 and the early years”

Remembrance Sunday
11th November 2018, 10.45 am
The annual act of remembrance is at the war memorial at
10.45 am on Sunday 11th November
This year marks the centenary of the end of the first world war, also known
as the Great War, and a special service is being held to mark it.
St Peter’s, Ashburnham, are transferring their normal Sunday morning
worship to the war memorial and the number of people attending the
service, therefore, is likely to be double the usual number. The service will be
led by the Rev. Peter Walker, priest in charge at St Peter’s. There is a road
closure order for one hour as usual.
Because of the larger numbers the car parking will be organised with
marshalls inside the playing field and on the road.
Please arrive no later than 20 minutes to 11 if you wish to
park in the car park. After that time parking will be in the road.

First World War Centenary Exhibition
There will be a small exhibition in the Sports Pavilion for the
Remembrance Sunday Service, giving some information
about the men from the village who lost their lives in the
First World War. Do pop in before the service or have a look
while you’re enjoying refreshments afterwards.
We hope it will help bring the names on the memorial to life
and strengthen the links between those of us who live here
now and those who have gone before.

November Diary
Thu 1

10am-1pm
7.30pm
8pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
Ashburnham Church House Groups

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Various Locations

Fri 2

10.30am-12pm

Coffee Stop

Sports Pavilion

10.30am

Ashburnham Church

10.30am
6.30pm

All Age Service and Shoebox collection for
Operation Christmas Child
Holy Communion
Evening Service

Mon 5

9.15-10.45am

Yoga

Sports Pavilion

Tue 6

7.45pm

Pub Quiz

Ash Tree Inn

Wed 7

10am-12pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall

Thu 8

10am-3.30pm
7.30pm
7pm

Art Group Workshop Day
Bell Ringing
Hour of Prayer

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Ashburnham Church Hall

Fri 9

7pm

Village Bonfire

Sports Pavilion

Sat 3
Sun 4

Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Sat 10
Sun 11

Mon 19

9.15-10.45am
7.30pm

Yoga
WI

Sports Pavilion
Village Hall

Wed 21

10am-12pm
12.30pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Village Lunch
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall

Thu 22

10am-1pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
8pm

Art Group
PANTS - Goldilocks and the Reed Wood Bear
Bell Ringing
Ashburnham Church House Groups

Sports Pavilion
Village Hall
Ashburnham Church
Various Location

Fri 23

7.30pm

PANTS - Goldilocks and the Reed Wood Bear

Sat 24

2.30pm
7.30pm

PANTS - Goldilocks and the Reed Wood Bear
- Goldilocks and the Reed Wood Bear

Sun 25

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Holy Communion with Children’s Activities
Morning Prayer
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Mon 26

9.15-10.45am
7.30pm

Yoga
Garden Club

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church Hall

Tue 20

Tue 27
10.45am

Remembrance Sunday Service

War Memorial

Wed 28

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

No service in Ashburnham Church
Remembrance Sunday Morning Prayer
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

10am-12pm
7.30pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Parish Council Meeting
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Sports Pavilion
Village Hall

Thu 29

Mon 12

9.15-10.45am
7pm

Yoga
Filling Station

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Place

10am - 1pm
7.30pm
8pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
Ashburnham Church House Groups

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Various Locations

Tue 13

8.30pm

MI

Ash Tree Inn

Fri 30

2pm

Afternoon Book Group

Street Cottage

Wed 14

10am-12pm
12.30pm
7.45pm

Play Cafe
Village Lunch
Table Tennis

Ashburnham Church Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall

Thu 15

10am-1pm
7.30pm
8pm

Art Group
Bell Ringing
Ashburnham Church Housegroups

Sports Pavilion
Ashburnham Church
Various Locations

100 Club
Sign up (or renew your membership) for this great fundraiser for the
new village hall & be in with a chance to win a cash prize!

Fri 16
Sat 17
Sun 18

10.30am
10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Prayer with Children’s Activities
Holy Communion
Evening Service

Ashburnham Church
Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Chapel

The monthly prize draw is held at the Pub Quiz at the Ash Tree Inn
To join up or renew your membership
please ring Robin on 01424 892674

