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Imagine a little peace of mind...

..with the reassurance that your loved one is surrounded by
caring people who value them for the unique person that they are.

Where they’re supported fo continue their comforting routines,
enjoy their favourite food, and spend time doing the
hobbies and interests that they love most.

You can expect all this and more for your loved one at Hazel Lodge.

Call to find out how we can help you.
63 North Trade Road, Battle, East Sussex, TN33 OHW
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Proud to be part of Barchester - celebrating 30 years of care.

www.barchester.com/HazelLodge

—

Please send contributions for the November edition by Friday 4th October
We reserve the right of refusal & the right to edit any articles



CHURCH SERVICES IN OCTOBER at
ASHBURNHAM & PENHURST CHURCHES

6th October  9.15am Holy Communion (BCP) at Penhurst

11am HARVEST THANKSGIVING at Ashburnham
13th October 9.15am Morning Prayer (BCP) at Penhurst

11am Holy Communion (CW) at Ashburnham
20th October 9.15am Holy Communion (BCP) at Penhurst

11am ALL SOULS MEMORIAL SERVICE

at Ashburnham Church
27th October 9.15am Morning Prayer (BCP) at Penhurst
11am Holy Communion (CW) at Ashburnham

BCP stands for Book of Common Prayer and CW stands for Common Worship -
these are the different orders of services used at each church.
All these services are open to everyone. Refreshments served afterwards

Ashburnham Chapel
Ashburnham Chapel meet at 6.30pm each Sunday.
The service is also on Zoom live for those that cannot attend.
Get in touch with Fay Ramsden on 07860 113413 or 01424 830078 or go to the Chapel
website www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk for more information.
Also see the Chapel News later in this magazine for more details.

Prayer and Pastoral Care for our Villages
Revd Gary Cregeen is responsible for the pastoral care of parishioners, and
welcomes the opportunity to meet everyone. If you would value a visit, either for a
chat, prayer, or Holy Communion at home, please contact him . Ashburnham Church
regularly prays for everyone who lives and works in our villages and we are happy to
receive requests for prayer at our various services and meetings. There are also

“Prayer Boxes” at St Peter’s Church in Ashburnham Place, and outside Ashburnham

Chapel at Ponts Green where you can write a card (anonymously if you wish) for a
specific issue. These will be offered for prayer on a regular basis and dealt with in the

strictest confidence. Ashburnham Church is open daily for private prayer too.

From the Parish Register
Baptism
Sunday 1st September
Weddings
Saturday 7th September

Kirsty MacFarlene McIntosh (Adult)

James Godden and Emilie Packham
at St Peter’s Church, Ashburnham
Alan Spaven and Camilla Hickish

at St Peter’s Church, Ashburnham

Saturday 14th September
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PLUMBING. HEATING AND COOLING

Are you looking for a
reliable plumber?

Your local plumbing and heating engineer,
fully qualified and insured to undertake the
following work;

Boiler service, repair and installation.

Air source heat pump service and
installation.

General plumbing.

Power flushing.

Bathroom installations.

Landlord gas safety certificates.
Same day service with no call out charge.

07791666357
www.optimumbhvac.co.uk



Shipping Container to rent

suitable for all tylll)es of storage
on secure site on the outskirts of

Battle/Hastings
20’ x 8’ x 8’ (1280 cu.ft) £25 p.w
or larger containers
40°x 9°6” x 8’(3072 cu.ft)£48 p.w

For more information ring
Fay on 07860 113413

Mark Littmoden
(SDF) Pest Control
' Est 2004

Mole
Mink
Rats
Squirrels
i Wasps & Hornets
Telephone 07949 472495
marklittmoden@yahoo.com

Tom Gooders Tree Surgery
Fully qualified tree surgeons

All aspects of tree work
professionally undertaken

07817 572291

J. Birrell
Oil Fired Boilers, Aga
and Rayburn
Servicing and Repairs
22 Years Experience
Fully Insured
Home 01580 880804
Mobile 079077 95603
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ASHBURNHAM

PLACE

Are you looking for a speaker for a
group you run or are a member of?

Jay gives popular illustrated talks on

The History of Ashburnham Place
The Grounds and Gardens through
the Seasons
Capability Brown at Ashburnham
Place

Email ashworthjay1@gmail.com
or phone 07876484945
for more information

The food bank is

k open -

Wednesday
1-2.30pm

Bexhill

foodb

Battle Branch

Come & enjoy a
cuppa, a chat and
get what you need.

If you're struggling to
buy food, we can help
you with -

* Food

* Toiletries

¢ Cleaning supplies

¢ Baby food/ nappies

¢ Pre-loaded SIM cards
¢ Fuel voucher

referrals

¢ Signposting/ Advice

from our CAB Advisor

Upper Church Hall, St
Mary's Church.
Upper Lake

Battle, TN33 0AN

Go through the car
park & take the
upper path, through
the gate & across the

bridge.

You can request a voucher from schools,
churches, NHS/social workers, your doctor or
call the CAB on 01424 869352 & leave your
name, number & say you'd like a food voucher.
They will prioritise you & call you back. Call
at least 5 days before you want to visit.

info@bexhill.foodbank.org.uk // 07866 570468

‘We Pray’

While driving along Kitchenham Road, listening to Sara Cox on Radio 2, my ears
pricked up listening to a song called ‘We Pray’. It turned out to be by Coldplay, in
collaboration with Little Simz, Burna Boy, Elyanna, and TINI. The catchy melody,
along with the unexpected spiritual theme, caused me to do some on-line
‘research’!

It would seem, that Coldplay have never shied away from the underlying search for
meaning and purpose. Indeed, some describe Coldplay's last album as their most
religious, with psalm-like lyrics such as 'Holy, holy, God defend; shield me, show
me; when | need a friend' (When I need a Friend) and 'Oh the Lord will shine a

light' (BrokEn). And now, have these global superstars given us, with ‘We Pray,’
their most overtly spiritual single yet? If so, what might that tell us about our
current culture?

Having debuted the song at Glastonbury in June, Chris Martin (lead singer)
captures some of the desperate realities of life for which to pray. Borrowing
straight from the Bible, these describe our fallen 2024 life in ‘the valley of the
shadow of death'. Dare | say, in my view, Coldplay are to be commended for their
willingness to publicly lament for all that is broken in our world - something the
Church has not always done so well.

The evidence of this, in the repeated response of the chorus, is unavoidable:

"And so we pray for someone to come and show me the way;
And so we pray for some shelter and some records to play;
And so we pray we'll be singing "Baraye"

Pray that we make it to the end of the day;

And so we pray | know somewhere that Heaven is waitin'

And so we pray | know somewhere there's something amazin'
And so we pray | know somewhere we'll feel no pain

Until we make it to the end of the day.”

Is this not some spiritual yearning for what Christians would call 'Redemption’ and
'Restoration'? For all their emphasis on loving one another as fellow human beings,
Martin & friends don't seem to simply be wishing, hoping, longing for a humanist
solution. 'And so we pray...' articulates something more substantial. It cries out to
the heavens for 'someone to come and show me the way', before then resting in the
hope that 'l know somewhere that Heaven is waiting... | know somewhere there's
something amazing... | know somewhere we'll feel no pain.' In a world often caught
up in self-defining individualism is this not an appeal for a bigger and better story?


mailto:ashworthjay1@gmail.com

Reflecting on this amazing song, | am left with a question: ‘And so we pray...’ to
whom? For Christians, it's a loving Father in heaven - infinitely personal and
approachable through Jesus. While the term "Father" can be misunderstood,
especially in a world where fatherhood is often flawed, the Christian belief
transcends these imperfections, offering a relationship where prayer becomes
more than just ritual; it’s a conversation with the Creator, a source of comfort, and
a pathway to peace. Thus, it would seem '"We Pray', with its hint at an unmerited
relationship ('Keep a smilin' face only by His grace'), is a call to something deeper -an
invitation to connect with a divine presence that is not only near but profoundly
personal.

This longing to ‘connect’ finds its most radical answer in the Christian gospel and is
certainly not abstract or generic. The Word made flesh (Jesus Christ) steps into our
broken world, offering not just individual comfort but lasting transformation. In a
world teetering on the edge, perhaps what we truly need is not just to pray, but to
recognise the One who hears.

God bless, Revd Gary

Revd Gary Cregeen Priest-in-Charge of Ashburnham with
Penhurst, Agmerhurst Granary, Ashburnham. TN33 9NA
T: 01424 612324  email: gary@GandJCregeen.co.uk

You are warmly invited to the

HARVEST THANKSGIVING SERVICE at St Peter’s Church,
Ashburnham, at 11 am, on Sunday 6th October

Join us as we give thanks to God for His generous provision, and for farmers who

less fortunate than ourselves. If you are able to do so, you are warmly invited to
bring items for the Bexhill & Battle Foodbank; special envelopes will be

also provided for donations towards Tearfund’s ‘TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES

APPEAL’. For years, conflict and a changing climate have ravaged many parts of
the world. As a result, extreme poverty continues to devastate people and
communities. People have lost homes and livelihoods.
This initiative supports communities to rewrite their own stories and rebuild their
lives, creating a future filled with hope and opportunity.

We supply and fit Carpets, Vinyls,

orner (arpet e e sod S oo
(ompany

%kFree estimates and advice

10% Discount with this ad!
Our showroom is at 36 London Road,
St Leonards on Sea
(opposite Boots)

%k Fast friendly service :
%k Expert fitting by our own fitters :

%k Home selection service .

Alternatively you can contact us :
: and we will gladly bring samples to you! :
: Just call 01424 446222 :

% Domestic and commercial
%k Competitive prices
%k Fully insured

www.cornercarpetcompany.co.uk
%k All work guaranteed

i info@cornercarpetcompany.co.uk :
%k Over 500 rugs in OUr SHOWIOOM .o :

Customer satisfaction is very important to us and much of our work has come
from recommendations and repeat orders since we opened in 1998

tend the land. We will be thinking locally and globally, not least in relation to those

Congratulations

to Bob Andrew who will be receiving an Award at Chichester Cathedral on
Saturday 5th October — he will be admitted to The Order of St Richard.
This is an annual award for lay people within the Diocese who have made
exceptional contributions to the parish, the local community, or the Diocese.
Congratulations to Bob, we look forward to a full report in the next magazine.

v
Manningtons

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Manningtons are a local, friendly and practical accountancy firm assisting
clients through tax advice, accounts, book-keeping, audit, VAT, and
consultancy services. We can also act as Power of Attorney and Executor for
both private and business clients.

We have offices in Heathfield, Battle, Hastings and Hawkhurst, please pay us
a visit or give us a call on the numbers below.

WWww.manningtons.net
ICAEW Registered Chartered Accountants No: C001366129
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http://www.manningtons.net

S. Walker

Plumbing & Heating

Installation, Repairs
and Maintenance

Gas and ol
fired heating
systems
safe

REGISTER

07708 933910

swalkerplumbing@yahoo.co.uk

Christmas Shoe Box Appeal 2024 - Good News! Great Joy!
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD sends a message of hope to children in desperate
situations around the world through gift-filled shoe boxes.

Operation Christmas Child is part of Samaritan’s Purse, an international relief and
development organisation providing help and hope among communities in need across
the world (such as countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, Eastern Europe (including Ukraine),
the Middle East (including Gaza) and Central Asia).

The annual shoe-box appeal gives people of all ages to be involved in this simple hands-
on project reaching out to children who might otherwise have very little to look forward
to this Christmas. In 2023 11.3 million shoeboxes were donated (including over 252,000
from the UK) to children in over 110 countries!

A leaflet providing information about the project is available in the porch of St Peter’s
Church, Ashburnham and Penhurst Church.

Find more information on the Samaritan’s Purse website
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child

Please bring your gift-filled shoe box to either Penhurst Church or St Peter’s Church,
Ashburnham, on SUNDAY 3 NOVEMBER, or deliver it to either of the Churches any time
prior to this date. Thank you!

ALL SOULS’ MEMORIAL SERVICE

At this time of year, the Church makes space to remember all those we have
loved but see no more. A short Service will be held at

St Peter’s Church, Ashburnham, on Sunday 20th October at 11 am

This poignant service provides an opportunity to commemorate family, friends
and loved ones who have passed away, either during the last year or beyond.
They will each be remembered by name and a candle can be lit in their memory.

If there is someone you would like to be remembered in the service,
please contact:
Fay Merrick - E: fay@brayshill.co.uk
Catherine Duggleby - E: catherine@duggleby.com M: 07801634034
or Revd Gary (contact details elsewhere) by Thursday 17th October.
Thank you.
Anyone is welcome to attend the All Soul’s Service.
Light refreshments which will be served afterwards in the Church Hall
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Harvest Supper -
Saturday 5th October, 7pm at the Village Hall

Join us for a delicious meal as we celebrate the Harvest Season.

Tickets are £10 to include a two course meal and soft drinks,
bring your own bottle if you would like to!

There will be a raffle on the night.

Tickets available from
Jenny Yeo email: jenny.mackayg9@googlemail.com
Tina French email: j.french678@btinternet.com
Edith Reavill email: edithreavill@gmail.com

CELEBRATING FAITH - CHICHESTER 950

2025 marks the 950th anniversary of the formation _ Chichester
of the Diocese of Chichester and Chichester (& el
Cathedral and 1700 years since the Nicene Creed
first emerged. In 1075 the decision was made to
move the seat of the Bishop from Selsey to the more populous town of Chichester,
the former Roman settlement known as Noviomagus. The original Cathedral and
Bishop’s Palace were rebuilt on the present site in the early 13th century aftera
disastrous fire. The Diocese retains its original boundaries, serving the people of
East and West Sussex and Brighton and Hove. 2025 also marks the 1700th
anniversary of the Council of Nicaea which resulted in the Nicene Creed emerging -
a document still recited by Christians summarising the essence of what they
believe.

A wide range of events celebrating both anniversaries are in the process of being
organised the Diocese, including in Ashburnham and Penhurst. The Bishop of
Chichester, Dr Martin Warner, writes: ‘This momentous celebration reminds us that
we cannot define God. Faith is an exploration in which we risk everything to
glimpse the mystery of God’s glory and to discover our place in His heart of love. All
of these will serve to inspire and strengthen our faith as we seek together to know,
love, and follow the Lord Jesus in 2025 and beyond. We look forward to sharing
more details of Celebrating Faith and Chichester 950 with you in due course.”.
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Hydra Cleaning Services

Commercial and domestic
Fully insured

Windows — interior and exterior
Gutter clearance

Fascias and soffits
Weatherboarding

Pressure washing

All cleaned with our unique pure
hot water system

Call James for a free quote,
Tel: 07515460008

Email: cleaninghydra@gmail.com

www.hydracleaning.co.uk

C. Waterhouse & Sons

Independent Family Funeral Directors

A personal service from
a family owned company
for over 4 generations,
offering traditional values,
with a modern approach

& Mabel’s Cottage, High Street, Burwash, TN19 7ET
funerals@cwaterhouse.co.uk =1 www.cwaterhouseandsons.co.uk

Barry"\Co

SOLICITORS

WILL WRITING SERVICE
Usual fee per Will
£225 + VAT
Free Wills brochure available on request

Lasting Powers of Attorney
£470 + VAT
Tel: 01323 766370/768382

Bay Terrace Pevensey Bay East Sussex
BN24 6EE

Or contact: info@barryandco.org
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ASHBURNHAM
age
ARTS
PAINTING PHOTOGRAPHY
CERAMICS TEXTILES
Sarahjane Prince Cert. Ed.

MSMA.MAR. ’

Appointments In Dalfington and Saturday 19th. October 10am-4pm

Turn your dreams to reality by calling
the office for more information and

e Award-Winning Professional Landscapers to book in a FREE site visit.

’7“ Q‘? info@frogheath.co.uk www.frogheath.co.uk
Yoscr 01435 883516
el

East Sussex Massage

Heathfield

Sports Massage Zone Face Lift AShburnha,m Vi]_]_a,ge Ha,]_]_,

Aromatherapy Reflexology
12th October 10am - 10pm Swedish Massage ~Fertility & Delivery Brownbread Street, TN33 QLW
20 local choirs and groups singing Reflexology
back-to-back for 12 hours .
St John's Church, Brittany Road, 07762 576 495 Come and enjoy our renowned coffee and
TN38 OLF
Free entry all day, for more information, cake at the Cafe des Arts!
visit stmichaelshospice.com . . .
S —— info@eastsussexmassage.co.uk Contact Ron ronald.king3@btinternet.com

www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk for more information

HENRE
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Parish Council News

An ongoing challenge for the Parish Council after it
became sole managing trustee of the village hall
charity in November 2022 is how to ensure that the
voices of users are heard and that the views and
contributions of those who want to actively support
the hall have a channel they can use. When the
Rev John Bickersteth gave the old village school to
the parish for use as a village hall in 1962 he set
up the charity and its governing document which
listed the organisations to be represented as
trustees and members of the management
committee. These were the Women's Institute, the British Legion,
Ashburnham Congregational Church, the Parochial Church Council, the
Youth Organisation and the the Parish Council. Over many years the
composition changed to reflect changes in the village and the numbers
swelled reaching a dozen or more as recently as 2015. Since then numbers
have dwindled and by 2022 the committee was back to just five organisations
but attendance was only about 50%. The Parish Council has yet to crack the
problem, but in the meantime the trustees have been welcoming to their
meetings people who have expressed an interest in the future of the village
hall and in taking forward ideas for improvements. The trustee body meets
next in October and again with visitors.

Clerk to the Council: Brian Holdstock ~ Email: clerk@ashburnham-penhurst.net
Land line: 01323 832082 with answering machine Mobile and Text: 07836 716723
If leaving telephone voice messages be sure to leave your name and a call back number.

Council meetings are on the fourth Wednesday of alternate months and the next one will be on Wednesday, 25th
September 2024. The Planning Committee (if required) meets on the fourth Wednesday of intervening months. A list of
councillors’ lead responsibilities can be seen on the village website at www.ashburnham-penhurst.net

All meetings are in public and members of the public are encouraged to attend. There is an agenda slot near the start of
the meeting for members of the public to address the Council. The agenda is published online at the village website three
clear days before the meeting and hard copy is posted on the notice board at The Chapel. Minutes of meetings are
published on the village website.

N’S@ Our next Men’s Breakfast will be on Saturday 23rd
BREAKFAST

November from 8.30-10am
More details in next month’s magazine.
j.french678@btinernet.com or 07970624966

Life-Enhancing
Live-In Care

At Hamilton George Care we work
with the very best carers to provide
truly bespoke live-in care. We take the
time to understand what type of care
is needed, and what type of carer
would suit you best.

As a small team we get to know our
clients and their families,
understanding their unique clinical
and lifestyle needs in order to provide
the highest standards of care.

gamilton
—| George
G Care

Our Care
Services

e Housekeeping - companionship and
help with tasks around the home

e Clinical Care - varying levels of
clinical and personal care

e Complex Care - condition led care
including nursing care, end of life
and rare conditions

e Rehabilitation Care - short term
support (four weeks or more)
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Contemporary hospitality

in a traditional setting combining Tudor splendour and Georgian opulence

STONE HOUSE

COUNTRY ESTATE
www.stonehousecountryestate.co.uk

Catering for up to 50 guests

Relaxed, intimate weddings
Family celebrations
Naming ceremonies, vow renewals,
memorials
Corporate hospitality

Beauty, Massage & Spa
treatments now available for
weekend availability!

Akehurst Field, Ashburnham,
Battle, TN339LW

Contact Angel for treatments &
price list:
angelbelle7@outlook.com
07584076163

Period location for film, TV, photo shoots
Classic car meets & special interest events
Exclusive use of the house & estate
Community garden project

Resident fine wine and food expert
Pop-up dining experiences
Themed wine & food events
Classic English afternoon tea
(for pre-booked parties of 12+)

Rushlake Green, East Sussex TN21 9Q)

01435 830553
events@stonehousecountryestate.co.uk

Pub Quiz

Tuesday 1st October
7.15pm for prompt
7.30pm start

Meal available
Booking is essential
01424 892104

richar

© 07866512610

Professional tree surgeon with over 30
years’ experience. Fully insured and
specialist in large or dangerous trees.

e Tree Surgery

¢ Hedge Cutting
e Stump Grinding
¢ Fencing

Areas of Kent and East Sussex covered, based
near Robertsbridge.

Email: richardwebbtreesurgeonltd@outlook.com

MI

MI will be meeting at the Ash
Tree Inn, on
Tuesday 8th October
at 8pm, do join us for a drink

contact Clive for more details
cliveclive@live.co.uk

Table Tennis Club

Meets on Wednesdays at

7-45pmin the Village Hall

Call Zoe on 07788 654138
for more information

For up to date information,
news items and details of
village clubs,
groups and events go to our
Village Website
www.ashburnham-

penhurst.net

ASHBURNHAM &
PENHURST WI

theW

INSPIRING WOMEN

Our next meeting is on

Monday 21st October
Join us for our ‘Harvest Home’ afternoon
2pm at the Sports Pavilion

For more information call

Maggie on 07985 588524

SHSRT MAT B®WLS

i

i

i

i

i  Afternoon meeting starting at 2 p.m.
: every 2nd & 4th Friday of the month
i in the village hall.

i

i Call John on 01424 892618 or

i

i

i

i

i

Martin on 01323 832482
for more details

No experience or equipment needed,
just soft soled flat shoes

S S ———

The Art Group
The Art Group are happy to be able to
invite any fellow artists to join us on
Thursdays, from 10a.m to 1p.m at
Ashburnham cricket pavilion.

We are a friendly group of mixed
ability and expertise. We support each
other and have the occasional
professional mentor to keep us on
the right track.

For more information ring Barbara
Cornish, 01424 435198.
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Village Walking Group

Village walk - Thursday 24th October 10am (to
approximately 11.30am)

Meeting at Ashburnham Church Hall and walking around
the lakes at Ashburnham Place by kind permission of
Ashburnham Christian Trust. A lovely Autumn walk with refreshments
afterwards. Please remember, only assistance dogs are allowed in the grounds
at Ashburnham Place. Thank you.

More details 07970 624966

The Ashburnham Filling Station meets on Monday 14th October
when we have Sarah Tyrwhitt-Drake as the Filling Station Speaker.
Sarah is a prophet and a key leader of 'Growing In Ministry’ at Holy
Trinity Brompton, and she lives in north London. We meet in the
Great Hall at Ashburnham Place at 7pm for coffee, Rob Sutton and
his musicians are leading worship, and there will be Prayer Ministry
at the end of the meeting for those who would like prayer. For
more information please contact Catherine on 07801634034

or catherine@duggleby.com All welcome to come and be topped
up by the Holy Spirit

&
N
&
‘y Ashburnham Village
&° Library & Community Café
0 .
S? at the Village Hall

Browse the library for books and jigsaw puzzles.
‘We have a good supply of bestsellers, children, and young

adult’s books available
2" Saturday 3" Friday
morning afternoon
of the month of the month
10 —12pm 2-4pm

Join us, browse the library, play a board game, have a cuppa, or

knit and natter.

Got a query?
g Phone Paula on 07780 553 186

We are a small family run business
based in East Sussex with 18 plus

years of experience. We are
passionate about providing a
personal service where you are
always in control.

For a free quotation and friendly
advice please do not hesitate to
contact us on the details below:

Gildridge Fencing

Mobile: 07912215199
Telephone: 01323 833979

Email: gildridgefencing@gmail.com
Website: www.gildridgefencing.com

ABOUT US

We offer a range of services cross Sussex and Kent including Agricultural and Domestic Fencing, Decking, Gates, Digger
360 works (ground clearance, levelling and ditching etc) Tree Felling, Tree reductions and Hard Landscaping.

We can also re-design your garden to bring your ideas to reality with precision decking, pergolas, sheds, outhouses and
more.
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ORANGERY

We are currently open:
Tuesday - Sunday: 10.30am-4.00pm. Monday: Closed

(Kitchen closes at 3.30pm)

If you are planning to visit here are dates we will be closed during 2024:

Saturday 16h November
Monday 23rd December 2024 — Wednesday 1st January 2025

We may be closed for other dates during 2024. Notice of closures will be displayed
in the Orangery and on our Facebook page or please call before visiting.

Further news and information can be found on our Facebook or Instagram page.
For Enquiries (via Reception) — 01424 894201 / bookings@ashburnham.org.uk

Parish Magazine Contact Details
To advertise phone Fay on 07860 113413
or email oframsden@hotmail.co.uk
If you have a question about delivery or
to submit articles or village notices
contact Jay Ashworth on
01424 532972 / 07876 484945 or
email ashworthjay1@gmail.com

Battle Area Community Transport
Route B79 Ashburnham to Battle
The weekly bus is running again.

Depart Battle (Abbey Green) 9.50am
The Pound 10am
Ash Tree Inn 10.05am
Arrive in Battle 10.25am
Return at 12.05pm

For information about Church
Services

Ashburnham and Penhurst Churches
Revd Gary Cregeen 01424 612324
gary(@GandJCregeen.co.uk

Ashburnham Chapel
Fay Ramsden 07860 113413

01424 830078

Flexibus

FlexiBus runs 7am to 7pm, Monday to

Saturday (not Sundays or Bank holidays).
It is a flexible, on-demand rideshare service,
for areas with limited or no bus service.
Journeys can be booked by calling
01273 078203 or find more information
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/roads-
transport/public/flexibus

www.penhurst.org.uk

‘ 01424 892088 (/‘) I N——

info@penhurst.org.uk == Retreat Centre

~—

If you enjoy singing then why not join us on Saturday November 9th for
‘Singing for the Soul’ led by Mike Leigh, chaplain of the Scargill Community. It
promises to be a great day of learning songs from around the world and
creating a beautiful sound together. The day costs £60.

Is it too early to mention Christmas?!

We have three Quiet Days running in early December which provide the
perfect opportunity to get away from all the busyness of the run up to
Christmas, experience the peace and beauty of Penhurst, be inspired by the
speaker and enjoy fellowship with the other guests over a two course, home
cooked meal at lunchtime.

The Days are Tuesday 10 December, The Unheard Voices led by Rev Peter
Doodes; Wednesday 11 December, Waiting led by Fiona Bower and Thursday
12 December, Mary’s Heart led by Vicki Cottingham. Each day costs £45.

Get in touch with us for more information or to book in.

"105" IS THE NUMBER TO CALL IF YOU GET A POWER CUT
105 is a single helpline service for householders to report power failures or safety
concerns, or to get information during a blackout.
Calls to 105 are free of charge and will put you through to your local electricity network

operator. You can call 105 from landlines and most mobile phones.

For Ashburnham Church events and information go to
www.ashburnhamandpenhurstchurches.org.uk

Ashburnham Chapel Website
www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk

For Village events and information go to
www.ashburnham-penhurst.net
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BOOK THE VILLAGE HALL

Ashburnham Sports Pavilion
Available for hire for all
recreational activities.

Redecorated throughout. Fully equipped kitchen, tables, chairs.

Fully equipped kitchen. Amazing location, great for parties.
Perfect for meetings, recreation Lots of outside space to use.
and weddings. 50% reduction in fees for residents

Hall 16mx7m, Small Room See parish website (Venues) to book
8mx6m or email
Ring Gill on 01424 892674 clerk@asburnham-penhurst.net



https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/roads-transport/public/flexibus
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/roads-transport/public/flexibus
mailto:gary@GandJCregeen.co.uk
mailto:clerk@asburnham-penhurst.net
http://www.ashburnhamandpenhurstchurches.org.uk
http://www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk
http://www.ashburnham-penhurst.net
mailto:ashworthjay1@gmail.com

Village Bonfire and Fireworks
+ Friday November 8th

]
Adults £6
. Under 16s £3
M Cash please!

Entry price includes a hot sausage bun
and warming drink!

At the Sports Field TN33 9NU

Fire Lit 7pm followed by fireworks
Refreshments served afterwards

You are invited te spenser a tree at eur

Christmas Tree Restival

Ashbarnham Village Hall
Saturday 3eth Dev and Sunday st Pec 2024

Sponsor a tree and help us create a Christmas wonderland of twinkling lights
and a magical weekend full of festive fun for all.

Sponsors are asked to provide a tree with lights and
decorations of your choosing. You can sponsor a tree as an individual,
a family, group, club or company.

Organised by Ashburnham & Penhurst WI

in aid of maintaining our village hall.

If you would like to sponsor a tree or for more information contact
Sharon 07710 4270630r email: sharonspicerl @ sky .com

STRUTT
PARKER

Ashburnham Estate
Properties to rent
From time to time properties
become available to rent on
the Ashburnham Estate. If you
would like to be contacted when
something becomes available,
without any obligation, please do
let us know.

Contact Helen Wainwright 01273
407066, mobile 07909 486014, or
email helen.wainwright@struttandp

arker.com
for this and any other
Ashburnham Estate matters.

HOME MAINTENANCE
ROB DEDMAN & SON

All work undertaken within and
around the home

Painting & Decorating
Kitchen/Bathroom Alterations
Tiling
Repair Shop

Telephone 01424 774764
Mobile 07976 741950
Email
robdedman1066@gmail.com
Over 25 years experience, references
available, fully insured

JE Stoneworks

Specialists in stone

« NEW MEMORIALS

o CLEANING & RENOVATION

« ADDITONAL INSCRIPTIONS

+ GRANITE & MARBLE WORKTOPS
« STONE BUILDING RESTORATION
« DOMESTIC STONE WORK

No. 2 Kingswell Estate, Beech Farm, Netherfield Hill, Battle,
East Sussex, TN33 OLL Showroom: 01424 774497
www.jfStoneworks.co.uk Email: enquiries@jfstoneworks.co.uk

Please note that the inclusion of
advertisements for local services in
this magazine does not constitute a

recommendation.
Readers are advised to make their own
enquiries to ensure good service.

Southern Cesspool Services

Tank Emptying
Treatment Plant Servicing & Jet washing
Reminder Booking System
Clean Quick & Efficient
British Water Accredited
Friendly - Family Run

01233 732407
07773 491356
www.info@southerncesspoolservices.com

We Pride Ourselves On First Class Service



mailto:robdedman1066@gmail.com
mailto:helen.wainwright@struttandparker.com
mailto:helen.wainwright@struttandparker.com

THORNDALE
FURNISHERS LTD

www. thomdalefumishers.co.uk

UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE, DINING FURNITURE, BEDS AND
BEDROOM FURNITURE.

OPEN: MON TO SAT 9AM TO 5PM
SUNDAY 10AM TO 4PM & BANK HOLIDAYS 10AM TO 4PM

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT FURNITURE RETAILER 37 YEARS IN THE
MAKING AND STILL GROWING STRONGER IN THIS CHANGING CLIMATE.
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

THORNDALE FURNISHERS, UNIT 1, BURFIELD PARK, SOUTH ROAD,
HAILSHAM BN27 3JL

T: 01323 847759 www.thorndalefurnishers.co.uk

Ron’s Ramblings
Have you ever, when the time comes, thought about how you’d like to go out ?
With a whimper or a bang ? The family of our late friend, Tom, decided the latter,
which was very much in keeping with his lifestyle. A wake in a Greenwich pub
followed by a riotous party and culminating in his ashes being loaded into a
rocket and launched into the south London sky. Tom would have loved the
knowledge that his remains are spread over the city and a few surprised late
night dog walkers.
An artist and teacher by trade, hailing from Greenwich and like most kids of our
age he was banned from playing on the many bomb sites. This of course he
ignored. Which led to him losing his right eye on a projecting piece of metal at
the age of five and spending the rest of his life wearing an eye patch. This gave
him a rakish, devil may care look and probably formed the way he led his life.
I’ve lost track of the countries he’d lived in but include USA, India, Tunisia,
Morocco, France and Spain. With two young children he’d had enough of the rat
race, become a hippie, and headed for Cornwall. Taking menial jobs and
generally scraping by until he hit on the idea of becoming the local drug lord in
Sennen Cove. His first bulk buy of the local weed nearly ended in disaster. After
sampling the product his wife persuaded him to hide the stash in case the
constabulary came visiting. Trouble was , the following day, he couldn’t
remember where he’d buried it. Took him three days to find it. This was all too
much hassle so next stop was a commune in Wales followed by one in Norfolk.
However the artist’s life was calling and the family headed for Italy where he
promptly got thrown out of St Peters for loudly voicing his opinion of the
opulence on display.
Next stop the States, where he managed to obtain a driving licence in the name
of Jack Daniels which served him well until a routine traffic stop. The cop asked
to see his licence and raised his eyebrows on seeing the name. He then turned to
Tom’s son and asked his name. A bit slow on the uptake he gave his real Christian
name, which happened to be Daniel. The cop turned to Tom and says “So. Your
name is Jack Daniels and your son’s is Daniel Daniels ? “ He just roared with
laughter and waved them on their way.
After one heavy session at his home in London he had a brainwave and burst
into his two son’s bedroom at two in the morning announcing that the following
day he was going to remove the windows and replace them with fish tanks. |
think the boys just grunted , turned over and went back to sleep. They’d heard it
all before.
A life well lived. He spent his final days in a nursing home on the Isle of Wight
insisting to the end that they fill his drip with Chardonnay.

Ronnie King.



St. Peter's Church Hall, Ashburnham Place, Battle, TN33 9NE
No need to book, just come along, or contact us for more information.
Jacky@RunningSpace.org / 07544 883505
. 13thAR" - 14th SE\E' « 28thsep”

¢ 12thOct e« 26thOt.  * 9thNov
¢ 23rd Nov * 30th Nov ¢ 14th Dec

X" Optional swim in the lake

The
Coffee Stop

Next Coffee Stop meeting is

Friday 4th October

and will be our Harvest Lunch
12 for 12.30 pm
at the Sports Pavilion
Pre-booking essential

Looking forward to seeing everyone! ® /%

Running Space at
Ashburnham Place

12th & 26th October
9.30 - 11am

Meet at the
Church Hall

\

N
\\i‘('

For further details please call Paula on 01323 832482
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Murmurations

It’s late summer. I’'m sitting on the sunny side of the train, on my hands. Trying not
to do anything, not to be busy. | drink in the passing landscape of the High Weald,
its characteristic patchwork of small fields and wooded hills. Over the hedge a
large waterhole; a pair of moorhens mooch in the middle and ripples creep out
towards the perimeter, poached where cattle have stood shoulder to shoulder to
drink. Behind, meadows of sun-bleached grasses either move in the breeze or are
already baled, awaiting collection. And between the carriage and the meadows,
the boundary-line of hazels are dotted with nuts, and rowan trees are aflame with
orange berries. Next, we’re rolling through a small forest, and | spot sun-speckled
fallow deer flicking their tails at the morning midges. Then on along damp, ferny
hollows, flanked by young birch, their yellowing leaves scattered like counters
thrown into the sky.

The train is still quite empty, peaceful, as we pass through Wadhurst and, in the
rich seam between railroad and agriculture, | catch the last flourishes of ragwort
(favoured by the striking cinnabar moth caterpillars) and the tall, pink spires of the
rosebay willowherb.

We pause at Tunbridge Wells while animated day trippers board, their children
asking 101 questions, then their eyes are like saucers as we enter a tunnel... ”It’s
sooo dark!” (And | think back to my childhood - wasn’t the entire train plunged
into tunnel-gloom then?) Popping out into the light again we’re cheered on by
bindweed bunting with its white, trumpeting flowers strung along the bramble
bushes, these jewelled with blackberries - green and red - but some ready in bold,
bonne- bouche black. Further on, amongst some expanding urban sprawl,
reddening apples are peeping over garden fences - some have escaped into The
Wildlands - and previously compliant plants have also clambered over, free of their
suburban restrictions. Tonbridge next, over the river Medway and soon, a cluster
of five Kentish oasts dominate a modest farming settlement, and nearby, a herd
of horses stand under a billowing oak as the sun continues to climb overhead.
Beyond Sevenoaks the savannah-like plains spread wide and far to the North
Downs, where wind-bent hawthorn and burnished bracken thrive on sheep-
sculpted slopes.

Now we’re within the environs of London where the brown-field

sidings are wild with nettles, nodding with dangly seeds, and spears of purple
(butterfly bush) buddleia. Across the city- scape naturalised apartment block roofs
soften the greyness, the steel and the gawky cranes. | look away - open the
summer What’s On magazine left on the seat beside me. I've missed most of it
probably —it’s autumn now. But the very first plug outlines the Royal Academy
Summer Exhibition ‘displaying over 1,700 works of art’. Life’s funnyj; it’s just where
I’m heading... with a thousand pictures already in my head.

Donna Christman



Chapel News for October

Just to remind you that the Chapel Harvest Festival is on the 29 th September
(hoping this is out in time!) with tea at 5 pm and Songs of Praise at 6-30 pm. You
are welcome to come to either or both. The Offering will be going to Water Aid
On the 13th October we have our next Healing Service which is at 6-30 pm and
Dr. Barbara Leppard will be leading us.

We shall shortly be altering our clocks and mornings will be lighter and evenings
will draw in all too quickly. Summer has gone in a flash but we have enjoyed
some lovely weather.

The Chapel now has a Christian Book lending library and people can come and
browse our books over a cup of coffee from 10 am to 11 am on a Saturday
morning and of course borrow any that interest them. We are adding to the
books all the time at the moment as we build up our collection. If any body
reading this has any Christian Books that they no longer require we would be
pleased to have them. Some people have loaned us books to get our library
started and for these we are very grateful. If you would like to do this we would
be very happy for you to do so.

Hopefully by the time this magazine is published our little Chapel will be looking
very smart with its newly painted outside.

We continue to Zoom our Services every Sunday, the log in details are:-

Join Zoom Meeting https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/4107830582?
pwd=NkdoUIpWaDBjOE1DZmdhRThOU2RLdzo9&amp;omn=82844755372Meetin
g 1D: 410 783 0582 Passcode: Fay

One tap mobile Meeting ID: 410 783 0582 Passcode: 726912

Find your local number: https://uso2web.zoom.us/u/kd4uj3gkaj

We look forward to welcoming you to either our Harvest Celebrations and/or our
Healing Service.

Fay Ramsden

ASHBURNHAM CHAPEL INVITE YOU TO JOIN THEM

13th OCTOBER AT 6-30 pm FOR THEIR NEXT
HEALING SERVICE
LED BY PROF. BARBARA LEPPARD

A DOCTOR THAT GOD HAS USED THROUGHOUT HER WORKING
LIFE AS AN EMINENT DERMATOLOGIST
USING BOTH MEDICINE AND MIRACLES
DO JOIN US, YOU WON'T REGRET IT!
OUR POST CODE IS TN33 9PD

Garden and Nature Notes

Autumn is always a good time to think about what worked and what didn’t in
the garden and plan to make changes for the next year. My garden looked a bit
flat in late summer, things that | would have expected to flower in August and
September were sometimes over much earlier and | want to think about what
to use to fill those gaps next year - more Dahlias maybe, Helenium and Salvia. |
am also determined to succeed with Cosmos next year after a couple of years
when most of my seedlings haven’t really got going, third time lucky perhaps.
They make great, colourful fillers for gaps in the borders and are good for
pollinators too. | have also noticed that Gaura just keeps going all summer and
into autumn and want to use this pretty, soft perennial more.

Like many we are struggling to keep our Box plants healthy at Ashburnham
Place, the historic fan beds outside the Orangery are suffering with blight again
(presumably after the wetter conditions this year) and we are also battling box
tree caterpillar which has decimated some of the large hedges around the West
Garden and is evident everywhere else. We have used an organic control in the
fan beds which seems to have held it at bay as well as being helped by the
sparrows that are constantly in and out of the hedges helping themselves to
food! We are looking at alternative plants in case we have to admit defeat - we
want to try and keep the historic fan pattern if we can.

In the natural world, one of the highlights of the year so far was having a group
of about a dozen White Storks roosting in the tree behind the house, they are
spectacular birds up close and it was fascinating to find out (via their leg rings
and www.whitestorkproject.org) that some of them were from Knepp, a
mixture of released birds and those from wild nests there this year, one was
originally from Poland. They were heading off for their migration to warmer
climes but it was wonderful to host them overnight!

The results of the Big Butterfly Survey have just been released, with the lowest
numbers recorded for 14 years which is really bad news but data that I’'m sure
most of us will agree, | saw far fewer this year than previous years. As well as
planting flowers that are good for butterflies it’s also important to research
what plants the caterpillars rely on and make sure those feature in our gardens
too. You can find lots of information on the website of Butterfly Conservation
(www.butterfly-conservation.org). You can also download their app and take
part in the survey next year. It’s a great way to spend 15 minutes looking out for
beautiful butterflies!

Jay Ashworth.



October Diary

Tue 1
Wed 2
Thu 3
Fri 4

Satg

Sun 6

Mon 7

Tue 8

Wed 9

Thu 10
Fri1

Sat 12

Sun 13

7.30pm
7-45pm
10am-1pm
12pm

9am-1pm
7pm

9.15am
11am
6.30pm

7-45pm

7.30pm
7-45pm

10am-1pm
2pm

9.30-11am
10am-12pm

9.15am
11am
6.30pm

Pub Quiz

Table Tennis

Art Club

Coffee Stop Harvest Lunch

The Market
Harvest Supper

Holy Communion
Harvest Thanksgiving
Evening Service

M

Village Hall Trustees Meeting
Table Tennis

Art Club
Short Mat Bowls

Running Space
Library Cafe

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Healing Service

P.A.N.T.S

Ash Tree Inn
Village Hall
Sports Pavilion
Sports Pavilion

Ashburnham Place
Village Hall

Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Ash Tree Inn

Sports Pavilion
Village Hall

Sports Pavilion
Village Hall

Church Hall
Village Hall

Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Penhurst and Ashburnham New Theatrical Society

Tickets £10 available from November 1st

Rapunzel

Seating will be arranged cafe style so you can bring your own

food and drink. More details from

yogahoadie@gmail.com or j.french678@btinternet.com or

07970 624966

Thursday 21st - Saturday 23rd November

Mon 14 7pm

Tue 15 7.30pm

Wed 16 12pm
7-45pm

Thu 17 10am - 1pm
10.45am

Fri18 2-4pm

Sat 19 10am-4pm

Sun 20 9.15am
11am
6.30pm

Mon 21 2pm

Tue 22

Wed 23 7.30pm
7-45pm

Thu 24 10am-1pm

Fri 25 2pm

Sat 26 9.30-11am

Sun 27 9.15am
11am
6.30pm

Mon 28

Tue 29

Wed 30 7.45pm

Thu 31 10am-1pm

Filling Station - Conservatory
Prayer Hour

Village Lunch
Table Tennis

Art Club
Church Service led by Revd Gary

Library Cafe
Ashburnham Arts

Holy Communion
All Souls Memorial Service
Evening Service

WI

Parish Council
Table Tennis

Art Club
Short Mat Bowls
Running Space

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Evening Service

Clocks go back!

Table Tennis

Art Club

Ashburnham Place
Church Hall

Village Hall
Village Hall

Sports Pavilion
Hazel Lodge

Village Hall
Village Hall

Penhurst Church
Ashburnham Church
Ashburnham Chapel

Sports Pavilion

Sports Pavilion
Village Hall

Sports Pavilion
Village Hall
Church Hall

Penhurst Church
Holy Communion
Ashburnham Chapel

Village Hall

Sports Pavilion

* Don’t forget the clocks go back on Sunday 27th!
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