
 

Please	send	contributions	for	the	November	edition	by	Friday	6th	October	
We	reserve	the	right	of	refusal	&	the	right	to	edit	any	articles	

Ashburnham	and	Penhurst		
Parish	Magazine	
October	2023	Care as unique  

as you are

Proud to be part of Barchester - celebrating 30 years of care. 
www.barchester.com/HazelLodge

Imagine a little peace of mind...
...with the reassurance that your loved one is surrounded by  

caring people who value them for the unique person that they are.

Where they’re supported to continue their comforting routines,  
enjoy their favourite food, and spend time doing the  

hobbies and interests that they love most.

You can expect all this and more for your loved one at Hazel Lodge.

Call 01424 315 460 to find out how we can help you.
63 North Trade Road, Battle, East Sussex, TN33 0HW

Residential Care  •  Dementia Care  •  Respite Breaks

Harvest	Flowers	at	Penhurst	Church		



J. Birrell 

Oil Fired Boilers, Aga  
and Rayburn 

Servicing and Repairs 
22 Years Experience 

Fully Insured 
Home 01580 880804 
Mobile 079077 95603

Would	you	like	to	
advertise	here?	

The	magazine	is	delivered	to	
every	household	in	Ashburnham	
and	Penhurst	villages	as	well	as	
the	three	churches,	goes	up	on	

the	village	website	and	is	emailed	
further	afield.	

Get	in	touch	with	Fay	for	details	
and	rates	

	07860	113413		
or	email	

oframsden@hotmail.co.uk	

Sarahjane	Prince	Cert.	Ed.	
MSMA.MAR.	

Appointments	in	Dallington	and	
Heathfield	

Sports Massage        Zone Face Lift    
Aromatherapy           Reflexology         
Swedish Massage    Fertility & Delivery      
                                 Reflexology 

07762 576 495 

info@eastsussexmassage.co.uk 
www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registered with the General Osteopathic Council and the 
Institute of Osteopathy, East Sussex Osteopaths offer clinic 

appointments in Dallington and Heathfield. 

To book, please call 07762 576 492 

www.eastsussex-osteopaths.co.uk 

Calls for complementary advice also welcome 
 
 

Registered with the General Osteopathic 
Council & the Institute of Osteopathy 
East Sussex Osteopaths offer 

clinic appointments in 
Dallington and Heathfield 

To book an appointment, please call  
07762 576 492 

www.eastsussex-osteopaths.co.uk 
Calls for complementary advice  

also welcome

 

Prayer	and	Pastoral	Care	for	our	Villages	
Revd	Gary	Cregeen	is	responsible	for	the	pastoral	care	of	parishioners,	and	

welcomes	the	opportunity	to	meet	everyone.	If	you	would	value	a	visit,	either	for	a	
chat,	prayer,	or	Holy	Communion	at	home,	please	contact	him	.	Ashburnham	Church	
regularly	prays	for	everyone	who	lives	and	works	in	our	villages	and	we	are	happy	to	

receive	requests	for	prayer	at	our	various	services	and	meetings.	There	are	also	
“Prayer	Boxes”	at	St	Peter’s	Church	in	Ashburnham	Place,	and	outside	Ashburnham	
Chapel	at	Ponts	Green	where	you	can	write	a	card	(anonymously	if	you	wish)	for	a	

specific	issue.	These	will	be	offered	for	prayer	on	a	regular	basis	and	dealt	with	in	the	
strictest	confidence.	Ashburnham	Church	is	open	daily	for	private	prayer	too.

Ashburnham	Chapel	
Ashburnham	Chapel	meet	at	6.30pm	each	Sunday.		

The	service	is	also	on	Zoom	live	for	those	that	cannot	attend.	
Get	in	touch	with	Fay	Ramsden	on	07860	113413	or	01424	830078	or	go	to	the	
Chapel	website	www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk	for	more	information.	Also	see	

the	Chapel	News	later	in	this	magazine	for	more	details.	

CHURCH	SERVICES	IN	OCTOBER	at		
ASHBURNHAM	&	PENHURST	CHURCHES	

1st	October	 	 9.15	am	Holy	Communion	(BCP)	at	Penhurst		
	 	 	 11	am	Morning	Worship	at	Ashburnham		

8th	October	 		 9.15	am	Morning	Prayer	(BCP)	at	Penhurst		
	 	 	 11	am	Holy	Communion	(CW)	at	Ashburnham		

15th	October				 9.15	am	Holiday	Communion	(BCP)	at	Penhurst	
	 	 	 11	am	Morning	Prayer	(CW)	at	Ashburnham	

22nd	October		 9.15	am	Morning	Prayer	(BCP)	at	Penhurst		
	 	 	 11	am	Holy	Communion	at	Ashburnham		

29th	October	 	 10.30am	All	Souls’	Service	at	Ashburnham	
	 	 	 (No	service	at	Penhurst)	

All	these	services	are	open	to	everyone.	
Refreshments	served	afterwards.	

http://www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk
http://www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk
mailto:oframsden@hotmail.co.uk


Shipping Container to rent 
suitable for all types of storage 

For more information ring  
Fay on 07860 113413

Tom Gooders Tree Surgery

Fully qualified tree surgeons

All aspects of tree work 
professionally undertaken

07817 572291

on secure site on the outskirts of 
Battle/Hastings 

20’ x 8’ x 8’ (1280 cu.ft) £25 p.w 
or larger containers 

40’ x 9’6” x 8’(3072 cu.ft)£48 p.w 

‘I	SHALL	NOT	BE	SHAKEN’	

Some	time	ago	I	read	a	book	by	the	mountaineer,	Joe	Simpson.	Touching	
The	Void	is	a	detailed	account	of	a	climb	he	and	his	climbing	partner,	Simon	
Yates,	undertook	in	1985.	They	had	just	reached	the	top	of	a	21,000-foot	
peak	in	the	Andes	when	disaster	struck.	Simpson	plunged	off	the	vertical	
face	of	an	ice	ledge,	breaking	his	leg.	In	the	hours	that	followed,	darkness	
fell	and	a	blizzard	raged	as	Yates	tried	to	lower	his	friend	to	safety.	With	
much	effort	and	determination	they	managed	to	get	so	far	when	Joe	fell	
down	a	crevasse	–	he	hung	on	the	end	of	a	rope	for	what	seemed	an	
eternity.	There	was	no	way	he	could	get	out	and	it	was	almost	certain	that	
Simon	would	also	be	pulled	to	an	early	death	as	well.	Finally,	Simon	was	
forced	to	cut	the	rope	and	Joe	fell.		

The	next	three	days	were	an	impossibly	gruelling	ordeal	for	both	men.	
Simon,	certain	that	Joe	was	dead,	returned	to	base	camp	consumed	with	
grief	and	guilt	over	abandoning	him.	Miraculously,	Joe	survived	the	fall	but,	
crippled,	starving,	and	severely	frostbitten,	was	trapped	in	a	deep	crevasse.	
Summoning	vast	reserves	of	physical	and	spiritual	strength,	Joe	hopped,	
hobbled,	and	crawled	over	the	cliffs	and	canyons	of	the	Andes,	reaching	the	
base	hours	before	Simon	had	planned	to	break	camp	–	it	had	taken	four	
days!	But	he	demonstrated	great	determination	and	resolve.	

This	story	came	to	mind	when	I	was	reading	Psalm	16	recently.	This	Psalm	
rings	with	hope	and	confidence	in	God;	it	exemplifies	a	deep	trust	in	God	in	
both	life	and	death.	The	psalmist,	though	acknowledging	past	troubles	and	
personal	struggles,	celebrates	the	goodness	of	God	that	he	has	experienced	
in	his	life.	His	great	determination	and	resolve	are	expressed	so	firmly	in	five	
simple	but	powerful	words:	‘I	shall	not	be	shaken’.		

The	secret	of	the	psalmist’s	confidence	is	his	trust	in	GOD.	At	the	beginning	
he	prays	that	God	will	be	his	keeper	and	his	guardian:	“Keep	me	safe...”,	but	
it’s	a	prayer	that	is	based	on	trust,	“...in	you	I	take	refuge”.	The	psalmist	
found	his	shelter	and	security	in	God;	he	also	submitted	to	God	as	his	
Master:	“You	are	my	Lord,	apart	from	you	I	have	no	good	thing”.		

To	Advertise	here		
contact	Fay	for		
details	and	rates	

	07860	113413		
or	email	

oframsden@hotmail.co.uk	

Contact her for a copy or call in 
at the bookshop at Ashburnham 
Place. Jay will also be selling at 

the next Market.  
email jay.ashworth@gmail.com 

Jay has 
produced a 
calendar for 

2024 
featuring her 
photographs 

of the 
beautiful 

grounds and 
gardens.

 

mailto:oframsden@hotmail.co.uk


Free	estimates	and	advice	
	Fast	friendly	service	
	Expert	fitting	by	our	own	fitters	
	Home	selection	service	
	Domestic	and	commercial	
	Competitive	prices	
	Fully	insured	
	All	work	guaranteed	
	Over	500	rugs	in	our	showroom	

Customer	satisfaction	is	very	important	to	us	and	much	of	our	work	has	come	
from	recommendations	and	repeat	orders	since	we	opened	in	1998	

We	supply	and	fit	Carpets,	Vinyls,	
Laminates,	Real	Wood,	Safety	Flooring		

for	every	location	and	budget	

10%	Discount	with	this	ad!

Our	showroom	is	at	36	London	Road,		
St	Leonards	on	Sea	
(opposite	Boots)	

Alternatively	you	can	contact	us		
and	we	will	gladly	bring	samples	to	you!	

Just	call	01424	446222	

www.cornercarpetcompany.co.uk	
info@cornercarpetcompany.co.uk

Manningtons are a local, friendly and practical accountancy firm assisting 
clients through tax advice, accounts, book-keeping, audit, VAT, and 

consultancy services. We can also act as Power of Attorney and Executor for 
both private and business clients. 

We have offices in Heathfield, Battle, Hastings and Hawkhurst, please pay us 
a visit or give us a call on the numbers below. 

8 High Street Heathfield TN21 8LS  ~ Tel 01435 863699 
39 High Street Battle TN33 0EE  ~ Tel 01424774447 

7 Wellington Square Hastings TN34 1PD ~  Tel 01424 721700 
1A Victoria House Hawkhurst TN18 4NR  ~ Tel 01580 752666 

www.manningtons.net 
ICAEW Registered Chartered Accountants No: C001366129 

Revd	Gary	Cregeen			Priest-in-Charge	of	Ashburnham	with	Penhurst,	
Agmerhurst	Granary,	Ashburnham.	TN33	9NA		
T:	01424	612324							email:	gary@GandJCregeen.co.uk		

Now	it	could	be	argued	the	world	of	the	psalmist	was	very	different	to	our	
own	and	conclude	that	such	hope	and	confidence	is	‘unrealistic’	in	our	
contemporary	world.	As	wars	continue,	people	struggle	to	make	ends	meet,	
many	navigate	broken	and	fragile	relationships	and	illness	encroaches,	the	
‘feel	good	factor’	expressed	by	the	psalmist	can	seem	like	wishful	thinking.	

However,	the	psalmist	lived	in	a	world	that	was	equally	violent,	equally	
uncertain,	and	equally	threatening,	as	our	own.	Yet	we	in	the	midst	of	all	the	
pressures	of	life	and	the	threats	he	faced	he	declared,	“I	have	set	the	Lord	
always	before	me.	Because	the	Lord	is	at	my	right	hand	I	shall	not	be	
shaken”.	Psalm	16	is	a	wonderful	reminder	of	the	sufficiency	and	faithfulness	
of	God,	who	invites	us	to	trust	Him	and	know	for	ourselves	that	peace	and	
confidence	that	He	can	give.		

God bless, Revd Gary   

ALL	SOULS’	SERVICE		

At	this	time	of	year	the	Church	makes	space	to	remember	all	those	we	have	
loved	but	see	no	more.	An	ALL	SOULS’	SERVICE	will	be	held	at		

St	Peter’s	Church,	Ashburnham,	
on	Sunday	29th	October	at	10.30	am	

This	poignant	service	provides	an	opportunity	to	commemorate	family,	friends	
and	loved	ones	who	have	passed	away,	either	during	the	last	year	or	beyond.	

They	will	each	be	remembered	by	name	and	a	candle	can	be	lit	in	their	memory.		

If	there	is	someone	you	would	like	to	be	remembered	in	the	service	please	
contact:	Fay	Merrick	-	T:		01424	893414		M:	07736	359267															

E:	fay@brayshill.co.uk		by	Thursday	26	October	

Anyone	is	welcome	to	attend	the	All	Soul’s	Service.	Light	refreshments	will	be	
served	afterwards	in	the	Church	Hall		

(within	the	walled	garden	at	Ashburnham	Place).				

mailto:gary@GandJCregeen.co.uk
http://www.manningtons.net


Christmas	Shoe	Box	Appeal	2023	–	Good	News!	Great	Joy!	

OPERATION	CHRISTMAS	CHILD	sends	a	message	of	hope	to	children	in	
desperate	situations	around	the	world	through	gift-filled	shoe	boxes.	Operation	

Christmas	Child	is	part	of	Samaritan’s	Purse,	an	international	relief	and	
development	organisation	that	seeks	to	provide	help	and	hope	among	

communities	in	need	across	the	world	(such	as	countries	in	Sub-Saharan	Africa,	
Eastern	Europe	(including	Ukraine)	and	Central	Asia).	

The	annual	shoe-box	appeal	programme	provides	an	opportunity	for	individuals	
of	all	ages	to	be	involved	in	this	simple	hands-on	project	that	reaches	out	to	

children	who	might	otherwise	have	very	little	to	look	forward	to	this	Christmas.	
In	2022	10.6	million	shoeboxes	were	donated	(including	over	252,000	from	the	

UK)	to	children	in	over	110	countries!			

A	leaflet	providing	information	about	the	project,	was	included	in	the	
September	edition	of	the	Parish	Magazine;	copies	are	also	available	in	the	porch	

of	St	Peter’s	Church,	Ashburnham	and	Penhurst	Church.	

Those	wishing	to	take	part	in	this	year’s	Appeal	are	invited	to	
bring	your	gift-filled	shoe	box	to	either	Penhurst	Church	or	St	

Peter’s	Church,	Ashburnham,	on	SUNDAY	5	NOVEMBER,	or	deliver	
it	to	either	of	the	Churches	any	time	prior	to	this	date.	Thank	you!	

CHILDREN	@	ASHBURNHAM	CHURCH	

Did	you	know	there	is	a	Sunday	Club	at	Ashburnham	Church	Hall	(TN33	9NE)	
every	Sunday	at	11am,	at	the	same	time	as	the	Sunday	Service	in	Ashburnham	
Church?	Children	aged	4+	can	enjoy	craft,	story-telling,	songs	and	play	in	a	safe	
and	friendly	environment?	All	Sunday	Club	leaders	are	DBS-checked	and	safely	
recruited.	There	is	also	a	quiet	area	in	the	‘upper	room’	at	St	Peter’s	that	is	

available	for	parents/carers	to	take	pre-school	children	out	during	the	service,	
which	has	toys,	books	and	colouring	materials	available.		

For	more	information	contact	Julie	Cregeen	(01424	612324)		



Hydra Cleaning Services 

Commercial	and	domestic	
Fully	insured	

o Windows	–		interior	and	exterior	
o Gutter	clearance	
o Fascias	and	soffits	
o Weatherboarding	
o Pressure	washing	

All	cleaned	with	our	unique	pure	
hot	water	system	

Call	James	for	a	free	quote,	
Tel:	07515460008	

Email:	cleaninghydra@gmail.com		

www.hydracleaning.co.uk

C. Waterhouse & Sons 

A personal service from 
 a family owned company

for over 4 generations,
o!ering traditional values,
with a modern approach

      01435 882219       funerals@cwaterhouse.co.uk        www.cwaterhouseandsons.co.uk

Independent Family Funeral DirectorsIndependent Family Funeral Directors

Mabel’s Cottage, High Street, Burwash, TN19 7ET

WILL WRITING SERVICE 
Usual fee per Will 

£185 + VAT 
Free Wills brochure available 

on request 

Lasting Powers of Attorney 
£470 + VAT   

Tel: 01323 766370/768382 

Bay Terrace Pevensey Bay 
East Sussex BN24 6EE  

Or contact: 
info@barryandco.org

Neil	McConkey	helps	to	run	fun	free	weekly	singing	sessions	
with	musical	accompaniment.	Supporting	those	who	are	living	
with	memory	issues,	including	dementia,	those	who	are	lonely	

and	isolated	as	well	as	carers.		

Monday	mornings		
come	at	10.15am	for	refreshments,	session	starts	at	10.30am	

Emmanuel	Centre,	Battle	TN33	0FL	

For	more	information	call	Neil	on	07721	880892	
www.musicforthememory.net	

enquiries@musicforthememory.net	

Village	Bonfire	and	Fireworks		

Friday	November	10th	

At	the	Sports	Ground	

Time	TBC

http://www.musicforthememory.net
mailto:enquiries@musicforthememory.net
mailto:cleaninghydra@gmail.com
http://www.hydracleaning.co.uk/


Come along to to view the extensive creative 
talent of our two villages. You will be able to view

the entries and even buy a unique gift.

Ashburnham Arts
Saturday 21st October

10am - 4pm

Ashburnham Village Hall

paintings...ceramics...photography...weaving...
embroidery...sculpture...models...collage...junior entries

If you’re interested in exhibiting, get in
touch with Ron, tel 07760 132154 

email ronald.king3@btinternet.com

There are a number of Lights of Love locations across
Hastings and Rother, visit our website for more details 
stmichaelshospice.com/event-diary or contact us on 

fundraising@stmichaelshospice.com, or 01424 456396 

Registered charity number 288462

Dedicate a star and remember a loved one
this December



Parish Council News 

At last there is something to 
celebrate with regard to public 
transport within the parishes.  
FlexiBus is a new service to 
Rother.  Its Services run 7am to 
7pm, Monday to Saturday (not 
Sundays or Bank holidays). 
FlexiBus is a flexible, on-
demand rideshare service, for 
areas with limited or no bus 
service. Residents can book a 
FlexiBus journey to their 
nearest town, train station, 
hospital and other key 
destinations. 

FlexiBus operates exclusively for places not served by a regular transport service and 
so you can’t book a FlexiBus journey to travel along an existing public transport route.  
The area covered by Flexibus is divided into zones and there is a map online 
showing the zones.  There is an ‘Address’ search box so that you can find out which 
zone an address is in.   

However, you don’t need to be a techie to make a booking although there is an app 
(Ride Pingo).   A telephone is all you need.  Recent experience of a guest at Penhurst 
Retreat was glowing in its praise of the service they received by telephoning 01273 
078203 where an agent will sort everything out for you to book your planned journey. 

Autumn is upon us and the next date to save is the annual remembrance service at 
the war memorial on Sunday 12th November 2023. 

Brian Holdstock, Clerk to the Council Email: clerk@ashburnham-penhurst.net 
Land line: 01323 832082 with answering machine  Mobile and Text: 07836 716723 
If leaving telephone voice messages be sure to leave your name and a call back number. 

Council meetings are on the fourth Wednesday of alternate months and the next one will be on Wednesday 22nd 
Nonember 2023.  Tthe Planning Committee (if required) meets on the fourth Wednesday of intervening months.  A list of 
councillors’ lead responsibilities can be seen on the village website at www.ashburnham-penhurst.net 

All meetings are in public and members of the public are encouraged to attend.  There is an agenda slot near the start of 

 WE ARE
OPEN DAILY

DOG FRIENDLY VENUE* 

*Excludes farm shop

Powdermill Lane Battle TN33 0SU
www.wylands.co.uk

01424 893394



If	you	have	food	
or	toiletries	to	

donate,	please	use	
the	box	in	the	

porch	at	
Ashburnham	
Church	or	ring	

01424	893154	for	
more	information.	

Table	Tennis	Club		

Meets	on	Wednesdays	at	
7.45pm	in	the	Village	Hall	
Call	Zoe	on	07788	654138		
for	more	information

MI	

MI	will	be	meeting	at	the	Ash	
Tree	Inn,	on	Tuesday	10th	

October	
at	7.45pm	/8pm,		

do	join	us	for	a	drink!		

contact	Clive	for	more	details	
cliveclive@live.co.uk	

The	Art	Group		
The	Art	Group	are	happy	to	be	able	to	
invite	any	fellow	artists	to	join	us	on	
Thursdays,	from	10a.m		to	1p.m		at	

Ashburnham	cricket	pavilion.		
We	are	a	friendly	group	of	mixed	

ability	and	expertise.	We	support	each	
other	and	have	the	occasional		

professional	mentor	to	keep	us	on	the	
right	track.	

For	more	information	ring		Barbara	
Cornish,	01424	435198.	

Pub	Quiz	

Tuesday	October	3rd	
7.15pm	for	prompt		

7.30pm	start	

Meal	available	
Booking	is	essential		

01424	892104

Beauty, Massage & Spa 
treatments now available for 

weekend availability! 


Akehurst Field, Ashburnham, 
Battle, TN339LW 


Contact Angel for treatments & 
price list:


angelbelle7@outlook.com 

07584076163




Village	Walking	Group	
Friday	20th	October	10.30am	
A	walk	in	Dallington	Forest,	approximately		
1½	hours.		
Meet	10.30am	at	Red	Barn	Thatch,		
TN33	9FB	to	car	share.		
Returning	to	Red	Barn	fo	soup	and	bread.	
All	welcome!		
For	more	details	contact	Cynthia	07917	826051	

The	Filling	Station	On	Monday	9th	October	we	welcome	Paul	Mann,	
leader	of	the	Kings	Church,	Hastings,	to	be	our	Speaker.	Coffee	is	
served	from	7pm	in	the	Conservatory,	Ashburnham	Place	and	Gerry	
Page	is	leading	the	worship	in	the	Great	Hall	at	7.30pm	followed	by	
Paul	Mann	and	then	a	time	of	Prayer	
Ministry.	more	information	please	contact	Catherine		
on	07801	634034	or	catherine@duggleby.com	

mailto:catherine@duggleby.com


"105"	IS	THE	NUMBER	TO	CALL	IF	YOU	GET	A	POWER	CUT	
105	is	a	single	helpline	service	for	householders	to	report	power	failures	or	safety	

concerns,	or	to	get	information	during	a	blackout.		
Calls	to	105	are	free	of	charge	and	will	put	you	through	to	your	local	electricity	network	

operator.	You	can	call	105	from	landlines	and	most	mobile	phones.

Battle	Area	Community	Transport	

Route	B79	Ashburnham	to	Battle		
The	weekly	bus	is	running	again.		

The	following	is	from	BACT	
‘Covid	hygiene	measures	will	continue,	
including	the	requirement	to	wear	face	
coverings	and	a	50%	reduction	in	seating	

capacity.	There	is	no	longer	a	requirement	to	
book	seating’.	

Depart	Battle	(Abbey	Green)	9.50am	
The	Pound	10am	

Ash	Tree	Inn	10.05am	
Arrive	in	Battle	10.25am	

Return	at	12.05pm

Parish	Magazine	Contact	Details		
	To	advertise	phone	Fay	on	07860	113413		

or	email	oframsden@hotmail.co.uk	
If	you	have	a	question	about	delivery	or	

to	submit	articles	or	village	notices	
contact	Jay	Ashworth	on		

01424	532972	/	07876	484945	or		
email	ashworthjay1@gmail.com	

For	Ashburnham	Church	events	and	information	go	to	
www.ashburnhamandpenhurstchurches.org.uk	

Ashburnham	Chapel	Website	
www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk		

For	Village	events	and	information	go	to		
	www.ashburnham-penhurst.net

For	information	about	Church	
Services		

Ashburnham	and	Penhurst	Churches	 	
Revd	Gary	Cregeen	01424	612324	
gary@GandJCregeen.co.uk	
Ashburnham	Chapel	 	 	
Fay	Ramsden	 	 07860	113413	
	 	 	 01424	830078

BOOK THE VILLAGE HALL 
Redecorated throughout.   
Fully equipped kitchen. 

Perfect for meetings, recreation  
and weddings. 

Hall 16mx7m, Small Room 
8mx6m 

Ring Gill on 01424 892674

Ashburnham Sports Pavilion 
Available for hire for all  
recreational activities.  

Fully equipped kitchen, tables, chairs. 
Amazing location, great for parties.  

Lots of outside space to use.  
50% reduction in fees for residents 

See parish website (Venues) to book 
or email 

clerk@asburnham-penhurst.net  

This Autumn why not come to the retreat centre for the day on Wednesday 
11 October and join Vicki Cottingham as she leads a Prayer Shawl 
Workshop. You will be crocheting or knitting a prayer shawl as a gift, 
praying for the recipient and enjoying creative time with the rest of the 
group. The day runs from 10am - 4pm and costs £40 including a home 
cooked lunch and refreshments throughout the day.  

Looking further ahead, David Cole is coming back to Penhurst to lead one 
of his popular Celtic Advent weekends from Friday 1 - Sunday 3 December. 
Take a few days at the start of Advent to step aside from all the busyness of 
the season and find out more about the ancient traditions of advent and 
how they can enrich our lives today.  

To find out more about these and our other retreats and quiet days, go to 
our website. We are also active on Facebook and Instagram so seek us out 
and follow us!  

Best wishes, the Penhurst Team.  

www.penhurst.org.uk 
01424 892088 

info@penhurst.org.uk

We are currently open: 
Tuesday – Sunday: 10.30am-4.00pm. Monday: Closed 

(Kitchen	closes	at	3.30pm	for	Soup,	Sandwiches	and	Paninis) 

If	you	are	planning	to	visit	here	are	dates	we	will	be	closed	during	2023:	

Saturday	18th	–	Sunday	19th	November	

We	may	be	closed	for	other	dates	during	2023.	Notice	of	closures	will	be	displayed	
in	the	Orangery	and	on	our	Facebook	page	or	please	call	before	visiting. 

Further	news	and	information	can	be	found	on	our	Facebook	or	Instagram	page.	
For	Enquiries	(via	Reception)	–	01424	894201	/	bookings@ashburnham.org.uk

mailto:clerk@asburnham-penhurst.net
mailto:ashworthjay1@gmail.com
http://www.ashburnhamandpenhurstchurches.org.uk
http://www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk
http://www.ashburnham-penhurst.net
mailto:gary@GandJCregeen.co.uk


            

Ashburnham Estate 
Properties to rent 

From time to time properties 
become available to rent on  

the Ashburnham Estate.  If you 
would like to be contacted when 
something becomes available, 

without any obligation, please do  
let us know.   

Contact the Land Agent, Florence 
Wolfe on 01273 407012, Mobile 

07458 117431  
or email: 

Florence.Wolfe@struttandparker.com 
for this and any other  

Ashburnham Estate matters.

HOME MAINTENANCE                          
ROB DEDMAN & SON 

All work undertaken within and 
around the home 

Painting & Decorating 
Kitchen/Bathroom Alterations 

Tiling 
Repair Shop 

Telephone 01424 774764  
Mobile 07976 741950 

Email 
robdedman1066@gmail.com  

Over 25 years experience, references 
available, fully insured

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

JF Stoneworks 
                                                                  Specialists in stone 

x NEW MEMORIALS 
x CLEANING & RENOVATION 
x ADDITONAL INSCRIPTIONS 
x GRANITE & MARBLE WORKTOPS 
x STONE BUILDING RESTORATION 
x DOMESTIC STONE WORK 

 

No. 2 Kingswell Estate, Beech Farm, Netherfield Hill, Battle, 
East Sussex, TN33 0LL   Showroom: 01424 774497 

www.jfstoneworks.co.uk   Email: enquiries@jfstoneworks.co.uk 
 

 

	Please	note	that	the	inclusion	of	
advertisements	for	local	services	in	
this	magazine	does	not	constitute	a	

recommendation.		
Readers	are	advised	to	make	their	
own	enquiries	to	ensure	good	

service.

Murmurations	–	Donna	Christman	

Last	month,	after	writing	about	the	myriad	of	health	benefits	of	grounding	
due	to	the	exchange	of	electrons	between	our	bodies	and	the	earth	-	largely	
lost	to	us	humans	since	the	introduction	of	synthetic	soles	-	I	came	across	this	
by	Andrea	Gibson:	“The	leaves	are	all	falling,	and	they’re	falling	like	
they’re	falling	in	love	with	the	ground.”	Nice…	

As	I	write	in	balmy	September,	our	apples	have	also	been	falling	to	the	ground	
like	they’re	in	love	with	it	–	gently	nudged,	but	also	forcefully	wacked,	with	
long	implements…protective	head-wear	necessary.	Black	buckets.	
(Apparently	a	local	lady	once	lost	a	front	tooth	in	a	falling	apple	incident.)	

Anyway	the	Pressing	Place	beckons	apples	large	and	small,	ready	or	not.	
Those	to	escape	the	juicer	fell	in	love	with	the	ground	some	weeks	ago	and	
are	now	being	squabbled	over	by	wasps.	Or	the	two	large	goats	that	came	for	
a	short	(but	mischievous)	stay.	They’re	also	loving	the	blackberries	and,	
standing	up	on	their	back	legs,	have	an	impressive	reach.	Clever	too.	I	can	pop	
a	trug	on	a	curly	horn,	give	them	flour,	sugar	and	butter	-	and	the	oven	
settings	for	a	crumble.	

Anyway,	our	apple-bashing	day	proves	to	be	risky	business	for	the	sack-
holders	and	picker-uppers	who	suffer	injuries	due	to	lack	of	protective	
equipment.	The	apples	were	the	least	problem;	it	was	the	bucket-wearing	
stick-brandishers	that	proved	the	most	dangerous	with	their	erratic	swinging	
and	misguided	pommelling.	Me,	I	got	a	sack,	not	a	bucket-helmet,	so	had	to	
be	as	nimble	as	a	netballer,	dodging	left	and	right	to	
avoid	the	attacking	team,	and	charging	down	the	sloped	pitch	after	stock	that	
got	away.	

Throughout	our	apple	gathering	party	(at	which	there	were	no	chilled	ciders,	
Sauvignon	Blancs	or	caterers	on	account	of	the	extent	of	the	orchard	-	six	
trees)	sacks	were	filled	and	humped,	barrows	wheeled	and	dragged	and	
produce	loaded	into	a	sturdy	vehicle.	As	the	sun	drowsily	slumped	on	the	
horizon,	the	cheery	people	at	Ringden	Farm	were	washing	their	feet,	linking	
arms	and	treading	the	sweet	and	sour	juice	out	of	our	Pippins	and	Bramleys	…	
heartily	singing	Oats	and	Beans	and	Barley	Grow.	
The	unfortunate	lady	who	lost	her	tooth	in	the	freak	apple-	harvesting	incident	
ended	up,	I	gather,	paying	a	small	fortune	for	a	crown	replacement.	Life’s	a	
learning	game!	

”Howev’r	joyous	thee	may	bee,	nev’r	grineth	und’r	an	apple	

mailto:robdedman1066@gmail.com


Garden	and	Nature	Notes	

I	was	looking	back	over	some	photographs	when	I	was	thinking	about	this	
column,	and	marvelling	at	the	range	of	wildlife	we	have	seen	in	the	garden	
recently		-	a	gorgeous	grass	snake	swimming	across	the	pond;	a	teenage	Tawny	
Owl	finding	its	voice	in	the	Oak	tree	just	behind	the	house;	a	Silver	Washed	
Fritillary	Butterfly	landing	on	Water	Mint	and	a	Heron	visiting	regularly	to	stalk	
fish	in	the	ponds.		

I	try	and	keep	lists	of	the	insects,	animals	and	birds	that	we	see	at	home	and	
have	recently	started	to	upload	records	to	irecord	(www.irecord.org.uk)	which	
describes	its	aims	as	follows,		
“The	goal	of	iRecord	is	to	make	it	easier	for	wildlife	sightings	to	be	collated,	
checked	by	experts	and	made	available	to	support	research	and	decision-making	at	
local	and	national	levels.		Join	iRecord	now	to	share	your	sightings	with	the	
recording	community,	explore	dynamic	maps	and	graphs	of	your	data	and	make	a	
real	contribution	to	science	and	conservation.”		
It’s	a	great	resource,	experts	check	your	findings	if	you’re	able	to	include	photos	
and	you	can	easily	look	back	over	your	own	records	and	those	of	others	posted	
in	this	area.		

I	was	treated	to	an	unexpected	sight	recently,	about	20	White	Storks	circling	
high	in	the	sky	above	Ashburnham	Place.	One	of	my	colleagues	there,	a	keen	
birder,	spotted	them	and	pointed	them	out,	even	high	up	you	could	see	how	
large	they	were	and	different	to	anything	else	in	the	sky.	There	is	a	fairly	new	
breeding	population	at	Knepp	in	West	Sussex	where	they	have	been	re-
introduced	but	there	are	also	migratory	groups	this	time	of	year.		

In	the	garden	seed	heads	are	taking	over	from	flowers	and	I	have	been	
collecting	Corncockle,	Love	in	a	Mist,	Marigold	and	Cornflowers	to	grow	again	
next	year.	I	am	also	planning	to	gather	some	tree	seeds,	including	from	Wild	
Service	Trees	(Sorbus	terminals)	in	Ashburnham	Place.	These	trees,	which	used	
to	be	commonplace	in	our	woodlands	are	becoming	increasingly	rare	so	it	will	
be	good	to	try	and	grow	some	seedlings.	Growing	trees	takes	patience,	most	
seeds	need	a	period	of	cold	to	kickstart	germination	so	need	to	be	left	outside	in	
pots	over	winter,	some	for	more	than	one	season!	You	can	circumvent	this	by	
freezing	the	seeds	but	it	can	be	tricky	to	get	the	timings	right.	It	will	be	worth	
doing	though	to	raise	a	new	generation	of	trees	to	plant	out	here.		

Jay	Ashworth		

	

	

UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE, DINING FURNITURE, BEDS AND 
BEDROOM FURNITURE. 

OPEN: MON TO SAT 9AM TO 5PM 

SUNDAY 10AM TO 4PM & BANK HOLIDAYS 10AM TO 4PM

YOUR	LOCAL	INDEPENDENT	FURNITURE	RETAILER	37	YEARS	IN	THE	
MAKING	AND	STILL	GROWING	STRONGER	IN	THIS	CHANGING	CLIMATE.		

WE	ARE	HERE	FOR	YOU!

THORNDALE	FURNISHERS,	UNIT	1,	BURFIELD	PARK,	SOUTH	ROAD,	
HAILSHAM	BN27	3JL	

T:	01323	847759		www.thorndalefurnishers.co.uk	

http://www.irecord.org.uk


Chapel	News	for	October	

Don’t	forget	the	Healing	Service	on	the	8th	October!	Led	by	Prof.	Barbara	
Leppard,	Barbara’s	details	are	on	our	website;	www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk	
She	has	written	an	amazing	book	in	which	she	tells	about	the	miraculous	things	
God	has	done	through	her	in	the	last	40	years.	I	have	asked	her	to	bring	some	
copies	with	her	on	the	8th	and	they	are	£10	ea.	If	you	are	uncertain	whether	Our	
Lord	still	heals	today,	proof	is	in	her	book.	
My	brother	has	also	benefitted	from	Our	Lord’s	healing	in	recent	months.	He	has	
gone	from	being	unable	to	speak	or	move	by	himself	to	being	able	to	speak	
normally,	walk	with	the	aid	of	a	‘Walker’	and	feed	himself.	Barbara	and	myself	sat	
by	his	bedside	at	the	end	of	May	and	prayed	for	him,	Barbara	also	anointed	him	
and	since	that	day	we	have	seen	Roger	gradually	improve.	Our	Lord	heard	our	
prayers	and	answered	them!	
The	Chapel	have	had	a	wonderful	time	of	Worship	and	Fellowship	over	the	
Summer	months.	It	has	been	such	a	pleasure	to	welcome	so	many	people	to	our	
Services	each	week	both	in	person	and	on	Zoom.	I	suspect	that	as	the	nights	
draw	in,	our	Congregation	will	be	more	on	Zoom	and	fewer	in	person.	Zoom	
really	was	such	a	wonderful	discovery	and	keeps	us	all	in	touch	with	each	other	
every	week.	If	you	haven’t	tried	it	yet	just	click	on	this	link	around	6-20	pm	one	
Sunday	evening	and	enjoy	a	Service	from	the	comfort	of	your	own	home:-	
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4107830582?
pwd=Nkd0UlpWaDBjOE1DZmdhRThOU2RLdz09		
Meeting	ID:	410	783	0582	
Passcode:	Fay		
We	are	so	blessed	to	live	in	such	a	wonderful	Christian	area.	When	I	watch	the	
News	on	T.V	and	hear	of	all	the	terrible	things	that	are	going	on	in	the	world,	
floods,	fires,	famines,	people	being	tortured	and	killed	it	makes	me	realise	how	
God	watches	over	us	and	keeps	us	safe.	He	guides	us	by	His	Holy	Spirit	to	look	
out	for	each	other.	Many	of	us	probably	don’t	realise	just	how	active	God	is	in	
Ashburnham,	Penhurst	and	the	surrounding	areas	but	if	we	sit	and	think	about	it	
for	a	while	we	can	see	His	influence	everywhere	we	look!	
By	the	time	you	read	this	we	will	have	joined	together	to	celebrate	with	a	
Harvest	Supper	and	Harvest	Thanksgiving	Services	in	all	of	our	3	Churches,	many	
people	will	have	been	blessed	by	food	given	to	the	food	bank	and	money	given	
to	RABI	and	people	suffering	from	the	devastating	earthquakes	in	Turkey	and	
Syria	earlier	this	year.	ACT	will	have	hosted	a	barbeque	for	people	from	Ukraine	
living	locally	and	many	of	us	will	be	busy	filling	Shoe	Boxes	to	send	to	children	
who	would	otherwise	have	very	little	to	look	forward	to	this	Christmas.	Well	
done	all	of	you!!!	
I	pray	that	God	will	Bless	you	as	your	read	this.	
Fay

Ron’s	Ramblings	

Ok.	Enough	of	the	ruminating.	Just	thought.	If	you	take	just	one	letter	
from	that	word	you	have	ruination.	So	it’s	time	for	some	action	and	making	
plans.	Time	to	cut	the	‘wild	flower’	lawn,	which	to	be	honest,	only	
contained	clover	flowers,	and	tidy	up	the	garden.	Plan	the	various	things	
that	need	doing	inside	the	house	over	the	coming	winter.	

The	first	thing	is	already	done.	We’ve	bought	a	new	bed.	I	made	a	mistake	
in	taking	Mrs	K.	to	a	hotel	in	the	holidays	that	had	a	‘Super	King’	size	bed.	
So	it’s	goodbye	Grandad	Davies	marital	bed	(	circa	1914)	and	only	4’6”	
wide.	And	in	its	place	is	a	six	foot	wide	behemoth.	With	drawers	under,	
would	you	believe	?	It’s	like	sleeping	either	side	of	the	top	floor	of	a	
multistory	car	park.	If	you	get	up	in	the	middle	of	the	night	for	a	comfort	
break	you	need	a	satnav	to	find	your	way	back,	but	I	suppose	I’ll	get	used	
to	it.	

We	also	have	a	1930s	two	seater	settee	which	I	love	and	was	recovered	
about	twenty	years	ago	in	a	fabric	which	my	children	describe	as	
‘Edwardian	Waistcoat’.	I’m	being	hassled	to	get	it	refurbished	mainly	
because	if	any	visitor	of	a	certain	age	or	of	a	rotund	nature	sits	in	it	it’s	a	
devils	own	job	to	get	them	back	out	again.	I	could	have	one	of	those	spring	
loaded	seats	fitted	I	suppose.	My	late	mother	in	law	had	one	such	armchair	
but	had	to	be	careful	getting	up	as	she	only	weighed	about	6	stone.	It’s	a	
wonder	she	wasn’t	launched	through	her	french	windows	at	times.	

Are	you	a	list	person	?	I’ve	been	telling	everyone	for	years	that	my	lists	are	
in	my	head	but	unfortunately	they	keep	getting	lost	for	some	unknown	
reason.	So	from	now	on	it’s	pieces	of	paper	with	actual	writing	on	them.	
They’ll	still	get	lost.	You	do	get	a	great	deal	of	satisfaction	however	in	
crossing	through	the	tasks	completed	so	I	must	be	happy	with	that.		
Get	your	pleasures	where	you	can.	

Ronnie	King.



ASHBURNHAM	CHAPEL	INVITE	YOU	TO	JOIN	THEM	
8th	OCTOBER	AT	6-30	pm	FOR	THEIR	NEXT	

HEALING	SERVICE	
	

LED	BY	PROF.	BARBARA	LEPPARD	

A	DOCTOR	THAT	GOD	HAS	USED	THROUGHOUT	
HER	WORKING	LIFE	AS	AN	EMINENT	

DERMATOLOGIST	USING	BOTH	MEDICINE		
AND	MIRACLES	

DO	JOIN	US,	YOU	WON'T	REGRET	IT!	
OUR	POST	CODE	IS	TN33	9PD	

Saturday 25th November 
8.30am

Ashburnham Place  

Speaker: Chris Large from Eastbourne 
(a retired Fire Officer) 

Names	to	John	and	Tina	French	–		
01424	892580	or	07970	624966		
	j.french678@btinternet.com		
By	Tuesday	5	September	please	

A	donation	of	£8	would	be	appreciated,			
but	not	essential	

mailto:j.french678@btinternet.com


October	Diary	
Sun	1 9.15am	

11am	
6.30pm

Holy	Communion	(BCP)	
Morning	Worship		
Evening	Service	

Penhurst	Church		
Ashburnham	Church	
Ashburnham	Chapel

Mon	2

Tue	3 7.15pm Pub	Quiz Ash	Tree	Inn

Wed	4 7.45pm Table	Tennis Village	Hall

Thu	5 10am	-	1pm Art	Club Sports	Pavilion

Fri	6 12pm Coffee	Stop	Harvest	Lunch Sports	Pavilion	

Sat	7 9am	-	1pm The	Market Ashburnham	Place

Sun	8 9.15am	
11am	
6.30pm

Morning	Prayer		(BCP)	
Holy	Communion	(CW)	
Evening	Healing	Service	

Penhurst	Church		
Ashburnham	Church	
Ashburnham	Chapel

Mon	9 7pm The	Filling	Station Ashburnham	Place

Tue	10 8pm MI Ash	Tree	Inn

Wed	11 7.45pm Table	Tennis Village	Hall

Thu	12 10am-1pm Art	Club Sports	Pavilion

Fri	13 2pm Short	Mat	Bowls	 Village	Hall

Sat	14

Sun	15 9.15am		
11am	
6.30pm

Holy	Communion		(BCP)	
Morning	Prayer	(CW)	
Evening	Service

Penhurst	Church	
Ashburnham	Church		
Ashburnham	Chapel	

Mon	16 2pm WI	Annual	Meeting	 Sports	Pavilion

Tue	17 7.30pm Ashburnham	Church	Prayer	Hour Church	Hall

Wed	18 7.45pm Table	Tennis Village	Hall

Thu	19 10am-1pm Art	Club Sports	Pavilion	

Fri	20 10.30am Village	Walk Red	Barn	Thatch

Sat	21 10am-4pm Ashburnham	Arts Village	Hall	

Sun	22 9.15am		
11am	
6.30pm

Morning	Prayer	(BCP)	
Holy	Communion	
Evening	Service	

Penhurst	Church	
Ashburnham	Church		
Ashburnham	Chapel

Mon	23

Tue	24

Wed	25 7.45pm Table	Tennis Village	Hall	

Thu	26 10am-1pm Art	Club Sports	Pavilion

Fri	27 2pm	 Short	Mat	Bowls		 Village	Hall	

Sat	28 Don’t	forget	the	clocks	go	back	on	
Sunday	29th!

Sun	29 10.30am	

6.30pm

All	Souls’	Service		
(No	Service	at	Penhurst)		
Evening	Service	

Ashburnham	Church	

Ashburnham	Chapel	

Mon	30

For	up	to	date	information,	news	items	and	details	of	village	clubs,		
groups	and	events	go	to	our	Village	Website		

www.ashburnham-penhurst.net	

http://www.ashburnham-penhurst.net

