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Care as unique  
as you are

Proud to be part of Barchester - celebrating 30 years of care. 
www.barchester.com/HazelLodge

Imagine a little peace of mind...
...with the reassurance that your loved one is surrounded by  

caring people who value them for the unique person that they are.

Where they’re supported to continue their comforting routines,  
enjoy their favourite food, and spend time doing the  

hobbies and interests that they love most.

You can expect all this and more for your loved one at Hazel Lodge.

Call 01424 315 460 to find out how we can help you.
63 North Trade Road, Battle, East Sussex, TN33 0HW

Residential Care  •  Dementia Care  •  Respite Breaks

Robin	Ratcliffe	receiving	his	Long	Service	Award	from	the	Duchess	of	
Edinburgh	at	the	South	of	England	Show	in	June.	

See	inside	for	more	details.	




 


Church	Services	in	July	and	August

at	Ashburnham	and	Penhurst	Churches	


7	July	 	 9.15am			 Holy	Communion	(BCP)	at	Penhurst

	 	 11am		 	 Morning	Prayer	(CW)	at	Ashburnham

14	July	 	 9.15am			 Morning	Prayer	(BCP)	at	Penhurst

	 	 11am		 	 Holy	Communion	Ashburnham

21	July	 	 9.15	 	 Holy	Communion	(BCP)	at	Penhurst

	 	 11am		 	 Morning	Prayer(CW)	at	Ashburnham

28	July	 	 10.30am	 ALL	AGE	CHURCH	SERVICE	at	the	Pavilion	

	 	 	 	 (in	the	Marquee)	

	 	 	 	 (No	service	at	Ashburnham	or	Penhurst	Churches)	
4	August	 10.30am	 United	Service	at	Penhurst

	 	 	 	 (No	service	at	Ashburnham	Church)

11	August	 9.15am	 	 Morning	Prayer(BCP)	at	Penhurst

	 	 11am	 	 Holy	Communion	(CW)	at		Ashburnham

18	August	 9.15am	 	 Holy	Communion	(BCP)	at	Penhurst

	 	 11am		 	 Morning	Prayer	(CW)	at	Ashburnham

25	August		 9.15am	 	 Holy	Communion	(BCP)	at	Penhurst

	 	 11am	 	 Morning	Prayer	(CW)	at	Ashburnham

	 


All	these	services	are	open	to	everyone.	Refreshments	served	afterwards


	 	 	 	 Ashburnham	Chapel	
Ashburnham	Chapel	meet	at	6.30pm	each	Sunday.	


The	service	is	also	on	Zoom	live	for	those	that	cannot	attend. 
Get	in	touch	with	Fay	Ramsden	on	07860	113413	or	01424	830078	or	go	to	the	

Chapel	website	www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk	for	more	information.	Also	see	the	
Chapel	News	later	in	this	magazine	for	more	details.	

	           


Ashburnham Estate

Properties to rent


From time to time properties 
become available to rent on 


the Ashburnham Estate.  If you 
would like to be contacted when 
something becomes available, 

without any obligation, please do 

let us know.  


Contact the Land Agent, Florence 
Wolfe on 01273 407012, Mobile 

07458 117431 

or email: 

Florence.Wolfe@struttandparker.com 
for this and any other 


Ashburnham Estate matters.

HOME MAINTENANCE                          
ROB DEDMAN & SON


All work undertaken within and 
around the home


Painting & Decorating

Kitchen/Bathroom Alterations


Tiling

Repair Shop


Telephone 01424 774764 

Mobile 07976 741950


Email robdedman1066@gmail.com 

Over 25 years experience, references 

available, fully insured

Sarahjane	Prince	Cert.	Ed.	
MSMA.MAR.


Appointments	in	Dallington	and	
Heathfield	

Sports Massage        Zone Face Lift   

Aromatherapy           Reflexology        

Swedish Massage    Fertility & Delivery     

                                 Reflexology


07762 576 495


info@eastsussexmassage.co.uk

www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk

From	the	Parish	Register


Funeral		 	 Friday	22nd	March	Robert	Parsons	at	Ashburnham	Church

Baptism		 	 Sunday	26th	May	Felicity	Christina	Louise	Bamber	at		 	
	 	 	 Penhurst	Church

Memorial	Service		 Friday	31st	May	John	Stuart	Cumming	(95)	at	

	 	 	 Penhurst	Church

Wedding		 	 Friday	7	th	June	Keith	Tattersall	and		Sandy	Wheeler	at		
	 	 	 Ashburnham	Church


http://www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk
http://www.eastsussexmassage.co.uk
mailto:robdedman1066@gmail.com


Shipping Container to rent

suitable for all types of storage


For more information ring 

Fay on 07860 113413

Tom Gooders Tree Surgery


Fully qualified tree surgeons


All aspects of tree work 
professionally undertaken


07817 572291

J.	Birrell


Oil	Fired	Boilers,	Aga	and	
Rayburn	Servicing	and	Repairs


22	Years	Experience	

Fully	Insured


Home	01580	880804

Mobile	079077	95603

on secure site on the outskirts of

Battle/Hastings


20’ x 8’ x 8’ (1280 cu.ft) £25 p.w

or larger containers


40’ x 9’6” x 8’(3072 cu.ft)£48 p.w


‘Faster,	Higher,	Stronger’

During	the	2024	Olympic	and	Paralympic	Games	in	Paris,	a	global	audience	will	
watch	as	10,500	athletes	seek	to	earn	a	podium	position	and	etch	their	name	into	
Olympic	and	Paralympic	Games	history.	Do	you	have	a	‘stand	out’	Olympian,	either	
past	or	present?	For	me,	Eric	Liddell	is	‘up	there’	among	the	Olympic	greats.	


Liddell	was	born	in	1902	in	China	to	Christian	missionaries	from	Scotland.	While	his	
parents	continued	to	work	in	China,	Liddell	was	educated	in	London	and,	at	an	
early	age,	became	a	Christian	himself.	He	took	his	faith	seriously,	always	mindful	
that	as	Jesus	Christ	had	died	for	him,	so	his	life	should	be	spent	serving	other	
people	and	God.


At	school	Liddell	was	an	outstanding	sportsman,	and	while	studying	science	at	
university	he	played	for	Scotland’s	national	rugby	team.	In	1923	he	shifted	focus	to	
athletics,	where	he	was	soon	recognised	as	the	fastest	runner	in	Scotland.	
Consequently,	he	was	selected	for	the	then	Team	GB	in	the	1924	Olympics	in	Paris;	
Liddle	was	deemed	to	be	the	likely	winner	of	the	100m	sprint.	However,	in	
response	to	what	God	had	done	for	him	Liddell	determined	to	keep	Sunday	free	
from	sport	–	needless	to	say,	when	he	heard	the	100m	heats	would	be	held	on	a	
Sunday,	he	refused	to	take	part.	It	was	a	courageous	decision	which	provoked	
enormous	pressure,	from	the	Olympics	management	and	the	popular	press,	to	
change	his	mind.	However,	he	refused	to	compromise	his	faith	and	instead	trained	
for	the	200m	and	400m	races	–	he	won	bronze	in	the	200m	but	was	not	expected	
to	do	well	at	400m.	


On	the	morning	of	the	race	Liddell	was	handed	a	slip	of	paper	on	which	was	
written	the	Bible	quote:	‘He	who	honours	me	(God),	I	will	honour’.	Encouraged,	
Liddell	took	the	race	at	sprint	pace	and	won,	breaking	Olympic	and	world	records.	
Already	well-known	because	of	the	battle	with	his	principles,	Liddell’s	dramatic	and	
surprising	victory	made	him	a	global	celebrity.	


After	the	Olympics,	Liddell	rejected	various	appealing	opportunities	in	sport	by	
announcing	his	firm	conviction	to	serve	God	in	China,	where	he	became	a	teacher	
in	a	Christian	college	in	1925.	Five	years	later	he	returned	to	Scotland	to	be	trained	
as	a	church	minister,	before	returning	to	China,	where	he	married	his	wife.	During	
the	1930’s	a	brutal	three-way	war	between	the	Nationalists,	the	Communists	and	
the	invading	Imperial	Japanese	Army,	made	life	in	China	increasingly	perilous.	In	
1941	British	nationals	were	advised	to	leave.	Liddell’s	children	and	his	wife	–	
pregnant	with	their	third	child	–	left.	But	Liddell	stayed	and	along

with	other	missionaries	was	imprisoned	in	a	brutal	prison	camp	in	1943.	He	
continued	to	help	the	elderly,	encourage	the	depressed,	resolve	quarrels,	and	
teach	the	Bible.	He	also	prayed	for	the	inmates	and	his	captors.


 


In the ornamental gardens at 
Ashburnham Place we have a 

small but growing team of local 
volunteers who help Jay with 
the regular tasks of weeding, 

pruning, seed sowing, planting, 
propagation and developing 

new areas of interest. There is 
always lots to do but we have 

fun and learn new skills.


If you would like to chat about 
joining the team, get in touch 

with Jay

ashworthjay1@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

JF Stoneworks 
                                                                  Specialists in stone 

x NEW MEMORIALS 
x CLEANING & RENOVATION 
x ADDITONAL INSCRIPTIONS 
x GRANITE & MARBLE WORKTOPS 
x STONE BUILDING RESTORATION 
x DOMESTIC STONE WORK 

 

No. 2 Kingswell Estate, Beech Farm, Netherfield Hill, Battle, 
East Sussex, TN33 0LL   Showroom: 01424 774497 

www.jfstoneworks.co.uk   Email: enquiries@jfstoneworks.co.uk 
 

 

Mark Littmoden	

(SDF) Pest Control


Est	2004

Mole

Mink

Rats


Squirrels

Wasps & Hornets


Telephone 07949 472495

marklittmoden@yahoo.com



Free	estimates	and	advice

	Fast	friendly	service

	Expert	fitting	by	our	own	fitters

	Home	selection	service

	Domestic	and	commercial

	Competitive	prices

	Fully	insured

	All	work	guaranteed

	Over	500	rugs	in	our	showroom


Customer	satisfaction	is	very	important	to	us	and	much	of	our	work	has	come	
from	recommendations	and	repeat	orders	since	we	opened	in	1998


We	supply	and	fit	Carpets,	Vinyls,	
Laminates,	Real	Wood,	Safety	Flooring	


for	every	location	and	budget


10%	Discount	with	this	ad!

Our	showroom	is	at	36	London	Road,	

St	Leonards	on	Sea

(opposite	Boots)


Alternatively	you	can	contact	us	

and	we	will	gladly	bring	samples	to	you!


Just	call	01424	446222


www.cornercarpetcompany.co.uk

info@cornercarpetcompany.co.uk

Manningtons are a local, friendly and practical accountancy firm assisting 
clients through tax advice, accounts, book-keeping, audit, VAT, and 

consultancy services. We can also act as Power of Attorney and Executor for 
both private and business clients.


We have offices in Heathfield, Battle, Hastings and Hawkhurst, please pay us 
a visit or give us a call on the numbers below.


8 High Street Heathfield TN21 8LS  ~ Tel 01435 863699

39 High Street Battle TN33 0EE  ~ Tel 01424774447


7 Wellington Square Hastings TN34 1PD ~  Tel 01424 721700

1A Victoria House Hawkhurst TN18 4NR  ~ Tel 01580 752666


www.manningtons.net

ICAEW Registered Chartered Accountants No: C001366129


Revd	Gary	Cregeen			Priest-in-Charge	of	Ashburnham	with	

Penhurst,	Agmerhurst	Granary,	Ashburnham.	TN33	9NA	

T:	01424	612324							email:	gary@GandJCregeen.co.uk	


Malnourished,	Liddell’s	health	failed	and	in	1945,	just	five	months	before	
liberation,	he	died	from	a	brain	tumour	aged	just	43.	Although	Eric	Liddell	
was	widely	mourned	at	the	time	of	his	death,	he	was	soon	forgotten.	
However,	his	story	returned	to	the	world’s	attention	in	1981	with	the	Oscar-
winning	film,	Chariots	of	Fire.


Those	who	knew	Eric	Liddell	recalled	how	he	shone	as	a	man	who	lived	for	
others	because	he	lived	for	Christ.	Clearly,	he	was	a	man	of	conviction	and	
compassion	who,	for	me,	remains	an	inspiration.


God bless, Revd Gary 


On	Monday	8th	July	we	have	Kevin	Roberts,	Director	of	ReSource,	
formerly	Anglican	Renewal	Ministries,	as	our	Speaker	at	the	
Ashburnham	Filling	Station.	We	are	at	Ashburnham	Place,	but	the	venue	
is	to	be	confirmed,	please	ring	Catherine	on	07801634034	or	
email	catherine@duggleby.com	nearer	the	time	for	information	about	
the	venue.	The	meeting	starts	at	7pm	with	refreshments	followed	by	
great	Worship	and	Teaching,	and	there	will	be	Prayer	Ministry	at	the

	end	of	the	meeting	for	those	who	would	like	prayer

No	meeting	in	August


ASHBURNHAM	CHAPEL,	TN33	9PD

INVITE	YOU	TO	JOIN	THEM


FOR	THEIR	NEXT	HEALING	SERVICE

ON	THE	21st	JULY	at	6-30	p	m


REVD.	PETER	WALKER

WILL	BE	TRAVELLING	UP	FROM	WORCESTERSHIRE	


TO	LEAD	THIS	SERVICE	AND	WOULD	LOVE	TO

WELCOME	FRIENDS	OLD	AND	NEW


DO	COME	AND	BRING	YOUR	FRIENDS!

mailto:catherine@duggleby.com
mailto:gary@GandJCregeen.co.uk
http://www.manningtons.net


Ashburnham and Penhurst Flower Show 

and Country Fair


Saturday 27th July 1.30pm - 5pm

Sports Field, Ashburnham TN33 9NU


Funds raised

50% towards community projects at the Sports Field site 

and 50% towards St Michael’s Hospice


Flower Show        Fun Dog Show


Interesting Vehicles…Fire Brigade

Careys Traditional Amusements…Lawn Mower Racing


Raffle…Miniature Tractor Racing…Penalty Competition

Bottle Stall…Chocolate Tombola


Tea Tent…BBQ…Pimms…Ice Cream Van


More stalls than ever selling local produce…woodwork

hand sewn items…weaving…gifts…bric a brac…cards


Flower	Show

Do	have	a	look	through	the	Flower	Show	Schedule	and	get	your	

entries	in,	al	the	details	are	in	the	schedule	and	there	are	classes	for	
produce,	flowers,	vegetables,	photography,	arts	and	crafts	as	well	as	
classes	for	children	of	all	ages.		It’s	great	fun	to	enter	and	exciting	to	
discover	whether	you	have	been	awarded	a	first,	second	or	third	prize	

so	please	get	those	entries	in.

You	can	download	a	copy	of	the	schedule	here


https://ashburnham-penhurst.net/country-fair-flower-show/flower-
show/


https://ashburnham-penhurst.net/country-fair-flower-show/flower-show/
https://ashburnham-penhurst.net/country-fair-flower-show/flower-show/


Hydra Cleaning Services


Commercial	and	domestic

Fully	insured


o Windows	–		interior	and	exterior

o Gutter	clearance

o Fascias	and	soffits

o Weatherboarding

o Pressure	washing


All	cleaned	with	our	unique	pure	
hot	water	system


Call	James	for	a	free	quote,

Tel:	07515460008


Email:	cleaninghydra@gmail.com	


www.hydracleaning.co.uk

C. Waterhouse & Sons 

A personal service from 
 a family owned company

for over 4 generations,
o!ering traditional values,
with a modern approach

      01435 882219       funerals@cwaterhouse.co.uk        www.cwaterhouseandsons.co.uk

Independent Family Funeral DirectorsIndependent Family Funeral Directors

Mabel’s Cottage, High Street, Burwash, TN19 7ET

WILL WRITING SERVICE 
Usual fee per Will 

£225 + VAT 
Free Wills brochure available on request 

Lasting Powers of Attorney 
£470 + VAT   

Tel: 01323 766370/768382 

Bay Terrace Pevensey Bay East Sussex 
BN24 6EE  

Or contact: info@barryandco.org

KITCHENHAM 

FARM 


OPEN GARDEN

NGS OPENING WITH HOMEMADE TEAS 


IN AID OF FSW

Family Support Work has been helping vulnerable 


children and families in Sussex since 1890


TUESDAY 6th and SATURDAY 10th AUGUST


2 – 5 pm

ADMISSION: ADULT - £6, CHILD - Free


KITCHENHAM ROAD, ASHBURNHAM, BATTLE, TN33 9NP


www.facebook.com/FSWFamilySupportWork  @FSWSussex  Charity 

http://www.facebook.com/FSWFamilySupportWork
mailto:cleaninghydra@gmail.com
http://www.hydracleaning.co.uk/


"105"	IS	THE	NUMBER	TO	CALL	IF	YOU	GET	A	POWER	CUT

105	is	a	single	helpline	service	for	householders	to	report	power	failures	or	safety	

concerns,	or	to	get	information	during	a	blackout.	

Calls	to	105	are	free	of	charge	and	will	put	you	through	to	your	local	electricity	network	

operator.	You	can	call	105	from	landlines	and	most	mobile	phones.

Battle	Area	Community	Transport

Route	B79	Ashburnham	to	Battle	

The	weekly	bus	is	running	again.	


Depart	Battle	(Abbey	Green)	9.50am

The	Pound	10am


Ash	Tree	Inn	10.05am

Arrive	in	Battle	10.25am


Return	at	12.05pm

Parish	Magazine	Contact	Details	

	To	advertise	phone	Fay	on	07860	113413	


or	email	oframsden@hotmail.co.uk

If	you	have	a	question	about	delivery	or


to	submit	articles	or	village	notices

contact	Jay	Ashworth	on	


01424	532972	/	07876	484945	or	

email	ashworthjay1@gmail.com	

For	information	about	Church	Services	

Ashburnham	and	Penhurst	Churches		 

Revd	Gary	Cregeen	01424	612324	
gary@GandJCregeen.co.uk


Ashburnham	Chapel	 	 

Fay	Ramsden	 	 07860	113413

	 	 	 01424	830078

BOOK THE VILLAGE HALL

Redecorated throughout.  

Fully equipped kitchen.


Perfect for meetings, recreation 

and weddings.


Hall 16mx7m, Small Room 
8mx6m


Ring Gill on 01424 892674

Ashburnham Sports Pavilion

Available for hire for all 

recreational activities. 


Fully equipped kitchen, tables, chairs.

Amazing location, great for parties. 


Lots of outside space to use. 

50% reduction in fees for residents


See parish website (Venues) to book

or email


clerk@asburnham-penhurst.net 


Flexibus	

FlexiBus	runs	7am	to	7pm,	Monday	to	

Saturday	(not	Sundays	or	Bank	holidays).

It	is	a	flexible,	on-demand	rideshare	service,	

for	areas	with	limited	or	no	bus	service.	
Journeys	can	be	booked	by	calling	


01273	078203	or	find	more	information	
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/roads-

transport/public/flexibus	

Ashburnham	Church	Hall

in	the	grounds	of	Ashburnham	Place.	


For	hire	-	Two	meeting	rooms,	two	toilets,	a	fully	
equipped	kitchen	and	a	small	secure	garden.	


Discounts	for	village	residents.	

Details	and	bookings:	07970	624966	


       

mailto:gary@GandJCregeen.co.uk
mailto:clerk@asburnham-penhurst.net
mailto:ashworthjay1@gmail.com
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/roads-transport/public/flexibus
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/roads-transport/public/flexibus


The	Church	of	England	has	launched	a	

Parish Council News


When the Parish Council levelled some recriminations 
at East Sussex Highways over the collapse of the 
Farthing Lane bridge they were quickly batted away.  
The Parish Council said that it would be keen to know 
what future measures would be put in place to keep the 
culvert under the road clear of debris so that water no 
longer flowed across the road when there was heavy 
rain.  The Parish Council's assertion is that overflowing 
the road is a recent phenomena, say over the past four years, prior to which 
HIghways had kept the culvert clear.  As a direct result of water flowing over 
the road the retaining wall was eroded and collapsed.  


The reply came back that with over 1000 bridges to maintain, Highways do 
not have the resources to keep the culvert clear and that bankside 
landowners also have a part to play in maintaining vegetation along the banks 
of the stream just as landowners do with hedges abutting the highway.


This is going to cause a rethink about the role of the Parish Council if 
Highways are going to step back.  In the coming months you can expect to 
see discussions starting with land owners and tenants to chart a way forward.  
As this magazine arrives so does a new government.  A recent incoming 
administration was handed a note from The Treasury, "Sorry, there's no 
money".  This time it will be worse, a second line, "and there are lots of 
debts."  And with East Sussex County Council, in common with most others, 
now spending two thirds of their budget on Adult Social Care and care for the 
homeless (compared with half in 2010), maintenance in the rural environment 
won't improve any time soon.

For now, enjoy the summer and the events such as the Vintage Motor Cycle 
concours and the Country Fair and Flower Show in July plus lots of cricket at 
the weekends.


Brian Holdstock, Clerk to the Council	 Email: clerk@ashburnham-penhurst.net

Land line: 01323 832082 with answering machine	 	 Mobile and Text: 07836 716723

If leaving telephone voice messages be sure to leave your name and a call back number.


Council meetings are on the fourth Wednesday of alternate months and the next one will be on Wednesday, 24th July 
2024.  The Planning Committee (if required) meets on the fourth Wednesday of intervening months.  A list of councillors’ 
lead responsibilities can be seen on the village website at www.ashburnham-penhurst.net


All meetings are in public and members of the public are encouraged to attend.  There is an agenda slot near the start of 
the meeting for members of the public to address the Council.  The agenda is published online at the village website three 
clear days before the meeting and hard copy is posted on the notice board at The Chapel.  Minutes of meetings are 
published on the village website.

Reporting	Road	Problems


Don’t	forget	to	report	issues	including	poor	visibility	at	junctions,	pot	holes	and	
fly	tipping	directly	to	Rother	via	fixmystreet.com	it’s	very	straightforward	and	

the	more	of	us	that	do	it	the	more	attention	will	be	paid!	

Your local plumbing and heating engineer,
fully qualified and insured to undertake the

following work; 
 Boiler service, repair and installation. 

 Air source heat pump service and
installation. 

 General plumbing. 
 Power flushing. 

 Bathroom installations.
Landlord gas safety certificates.

Same day service with no call out charge.

Are you looking for a
reliable plumber?

07791666357
www.optimumhvac.co.uk

http://fixmystreet.com


Village	Events	and	Groups	

Beauty, Massage & Spa 
treatments now available for 

weekend availability! 


Akehurst Field, Ashburnham, 
Battle, TN339LW 


Contact Angel for treatments & 
price list:


angelbelle7@outlook.com 

07584076163


Table	Tennis	Club	


Meets	on	Wednesdays	at	
7.45pm	in	the	Village	Hall

Call	Zoe	on	07788	654138	

for	more	information

MI


MI	will	be	meeting	at	the	Ash	
Tree	Inn,	on	Tuesday	


9th	July

13th	August


at	7.45pm	/8pm,	

do	join	us	for	a	drink!	


contact	Clive	for	more	details

cliveclive@live.co.uk


The	Art	Group	

The	Art	Group	are	happy	to	be	able	to	
invite	any	fellow	artists	to	join	us	on	
Thursdays,	from	10a.m		to	1p.m		at	

Ashburnham	cricket	pavilion.	

We	are	a	friendly	group	of	mixed	

ability	and	expertise.	We	support	each	
other	and	have	the	occasional		

professional	mentor	to	keep	us	on	the	
right	track.


For	more	information	ring		Barbara	
Cornish,	01424	435198.


Pub	Quiz


Tuesday	2nd	July

6th	August


7.15pm	for	prompt	

7.30pm	start


Meal	available

Booking	is	essential	


01424	892104

 

 

 

 

 

 

   07866512610 
Professional tree surgeon with over 30 

years’ experience. Fully insured and 
specialist in large or dangerous trees. 

• Tree Surgery 
• Hedge Cutting 
• Stump Grinding 
• Fencing 

Areas of Kent and East Sussex covered, based 
near Robertsbridge. 

Email: richardwebbtreesurgeonltd@outlook.com 

 

 

 



Village	Walking	Group


Sunday	21	July	2.30pm.	Led	by	Gary	Cregeen.	Meet	at	
Agmerhurst	GranaryL2.30	pm	at	Agmerhurst	Granary,	
Kitchenham	Road,	TN33	9NA.	The	walk	will	follow	the	
bridleway,	passing	Burnt	Barns	Farm,	along	Marlpits	
Lane	to	Compass	Lane,	before	heading	back	to	
Agmerhurst	Granary.		


Saturday	17	August,	walk	to	Darwell	Reservoir.	Meet	at	2.30	at	Redbarn	Thatch,	
Ashburnham,	TN33	9FB.	Car	share	if	needed	or	meet	at	car	park	at	Darwell	
Hollow.	Return	to	Redbarn	for	tea	and	cakes.	All	welcome.

Any	questions	please	contact	Cynthia	07917826051	or	01435831631.	




We are in an important season of transition here at Penhurst as God is 
undoubtedly moving. His hand has been on several comings and goings 
over the last few months and now we have another team update to 
announce. Joanna writes, “It is with mixed emotions that I want to let you 
know that I will be leaving Penhurst in mid-August. It has been a real 
privilege to serve God as Centre Manager for the last five years, to be part of 
His ministry here and see him at work in and through the lives of our guests, 
retreat leaders, staff and volunteers. I will continue to support this special 
place in prayer and whatever other ways I can. As for me, I am looking 
forward to some rest an refreshment for myself as I trust the Lord to lead me 
into the next season he has for me.”

 

We are pleased to announce that Jason Cottingham will be stepping up as 
Centre Director on an interim basis from early July. His familiarity with 
centre’s operations and his commitment to the church, mission and 
hospitality management make him well-suited to leading during this 
transition period. 


www.penhurst.org.uk

01424 892088


info@penhurst.org.uk

We are currently open:

Tuesday – Sunday: 10.30am-4.00pm. Monday: Closed


(Kitchen	closes	at	3.30pm	for	Soup,	Sandwiches	and	Paninis)


If you are planning to visit we will be closed during 2024:

Saturday 20th July – Monday 12th August


Saturday 16th November


We may be closed for other dates during 2024. Notice of closures will 
be displayed in the Orangery and on our Facebook page or please 

call before visiting.


Please contact us before visiting.

Enquiries &amp; afternoon tea bookings


- call 01424 894201 / bookings@ashburnham.org.uk

Gardening	and	Nature	Notes	

Don’t	forget	to	enter	your	wonderful	home	grown	vegetables,	fruit	and	

flowers	into	the	Flower	Show	on	27th	July,	it’s	really	a	great	experience	to	
enter	and	exciting	to	see	how	well	you’ve	done	on	the	day.	


July	and	August	are	great	months	to	look	out	for	Glowworms,	the	females	
glow	to	attract	a	mate.	Head	out	soon	after	it	gets	dark	and	look	carefully	in	
grassland,	verges	and	path	edges.	If	you	do	spot	any,	leave	well	alone	but	

record	your	sightings	of	these	elusive	insects.	I	have	often	found	them	in	the	
verges	opposite	The	Pound	Junction	so	you	might	find	them	nearer	than	you	

think!	You	can	find	out	more	here	and	record	any	sightings	

	https://www.glowworms.org.uk


Jay	Ashworth	

https://www.glowworms.org.uk


Murmurations


It’s	early	one	summer	morning	and	I’m	talking	to	a	dog-	walker	on	the	highest	
swathe	of	Pevensey	beach.	Valerian	(in	shades	of	pink	and	cream),	silvery	sea	
kale,	crimson	poppies	and	bold	ox-eye	daisies	are	in	abundance	all	around	us.	
I	don’t	mind	the	break	and	a	chat	before	I	turn	back.	I’ve	just	run	a	long	way	
along	the	eastern	curve	of	the	bay	on	the	wet	sand	of	the	low	spring	tide,	
jumping	the	salty	streams	and	wading	out	a	little	here	and	there	to	find	
stranded-spit	islands	of	my	own.


One	of	the	lures	of	the	coast	is	the	ever-changing	view	and	the	beach	homes	
here,	strung	along	the	shingle,	have	no	need	of	TVs;	the	clouds,	sea	and	
beach,	the	colours	and	wildlife	-	birds,	foxes	and	seals	-	give	plenty

of	passive	entertainment.	There	is	normally	a	racy	south-westerly	breeze	
which	pushes	the	weather	across	the	frame	of	sight:	one	moment	there’s	
blue	sky,	bright	and	breezy	with	seagulls	gliding	and	clouds	scudding	across	
and	the	next,	an	ethereal	light	as	the	sky	darkens	in	the	west,	heavy	as	lead;	
the	gulls	lift	and	plunge	while	the	sea	becomes	an	irritable	steely-grey.	
There’s	always	change	here,	and	always	change	in	life.	As	I	return	to	the	
shoreline	for	my	run	back,	(I	have	to	be	somewhere	soon)	I	realise	that	this	
constant	state	of	flow	and	flux	has	caught	me	out…	the	tide	has	turned

and	just	a	tiny	sliver	of	sand	remains;	there	is	only	the	pebbly	sweep	of	the	
bay	the	whole	way	back	and	I’m	barefoot!	Carefully,	I	run.	


Grounding	(connecting	our	electrical	bodies	with	the	electrons	of	the	earth)	
has	many	health	benefits,	and	occasional	disadvantages.	As	I	run,	I	recall	
barefooting	on	beaches	in	the	past	-	happy	memories	including:	the	occasion	I	
trod	on	a	weaver	fish;	the	moment	I	dropped	deep	into	a	gaping,	bubbly	hole	
of	sinking	sand;	the	time	I	got	caught	by	a	fish-hook,	and	the	stubbing	of	my	
big	toe	on	a	small	rock.	These	are	now	reminders	for	me	to	be	in	the	moment,	
observant	and	mindful.	Grounding	reduces	inflammation	(and	pain);	increases	
energy	(yet	aids	sleep);	supports	adrenal	health;	normalises	blood	pressure;	
lowers	stress	and	protects	our	bodies	from	electro-magnetic	radiation.	
Walking,	sitting	or	lying	with	our	skin	in	contact	with	the	earth	or	body	of	
water	is	our	free	natural	resource.	We	can	combine	this	with	the	positive	
effects	of	exposing	at	least	forty	percent	of	our	bare	skin	to	the	sunlight,	
which	generates	the	body’s	natural	production	of	vitamin	D	-	essential	for	
supporting	our	immune	system.	So,	enjoy	the	summer	-	however	you	do	it!


Donna	Christman	

Searching for great quality furniture in Sussex? Then look no further than
Hailsham’s premier furniture and beds store.

Summer sale - NOW ON!
Your local independent retailer,
with a massive display of Leather
or fabric suites, dining and
bedroom furniture, beds, sofabeds,
and recliner chairs.

Thorndale Furnishers, Unit 1, Burfield Park, south road, Hailsham, BN27 3JL

T: 01323 847759 www.thorndalefunishers.co.uk



Robin	Ratcliffe	Receives	Long	Service	Award	from	Sophie,	Duchess	of	
Edinburgh	at	the	South	of	England	Show


This	is	the	testimonial	written	into	the	show	programme,


“This	summer	Robin	Ratcliffe	will	have	completed	a	50	year	career	in	farming.	
He	knew	very	soon	after	he	left	school	that	he	wanted	to	farm	and	has	worked	
at	Brigden	Hill	Farm	in	Ashburnham	all	his	working	life.	For	the	last	45	years	he	
has	worked	with	Jane	and	Bob	Andrew	and	their	family.	For	the	first	23	years,	
he	was	instrumental	in	building	up	and	running	a	very	successful	dairy	herd,	
which	in	the	1990s	won	many	local	and	regional	dairy	herd	competition.	His	
excellent	attention	to	detail	helped	the	farm	reach	the	National	Finals	of	the	
British	Grassland	and	Silage	competition.	Sadly	after	22	years	the	dairy	herd	
was	sold	and	since	then	Robin	has	been	working	the	farm’s	beef	cattle.	His	
expertise	as	a	natural	and	patient	stockman	is	very	much	appreciated	by	Jane	
and	Bob	and	his	enthusiasm	for	farming	has	helped	the	farm	achieve	great	
results	and	inspired	some	work	experience	students	into	the	farming	industry.	

Robin	is	also	a	very	experienced	tractor	driver,	an	able	mechanic	and	‘Jack	of	all	
farm	trades’.	In	the	village	of	Ashburnham	he	is	heavily	involved	as	a	committee	
member	of	different	clubs	and	organisations,	runs	the	village	bonfire	night,	is	
caretaker	of	the	village	hall	and	does	a	lot	of	other	unseen	voluntary	work.	He	
is	very	hard	working,	loyal,	friendly	and	always	cheerful.	Robin	works	well	as	
part	of	a	team,	has	a	good	sense	of	humour	and	without	his	support	over	the	
years	the	farm	would	not	have	flourished	as	it	has.	We	thank	him	for	all	he	has	
done	during	this	long	service	with	us	and	hope	he	doesn’t	retire	too	soon!”


Life-Enhancing

At Hamilton George Care we work
with the very best carers to provide
truly bespoke live-in care.  We take the
time to understand what type of care
is needed, and what type of carer
would suit you best.

As a small team we get to know our
clients and their families,
understanding their unique clinical
and lifestyle needs in order to provide
the highest standards of care. 

Our Care 
Services

07470 930264
www.hamiltongeorgecare.com

Get In Touch

Housekeeping - companionship and
help with tasks around the home
Clinical Care - varying levels of
clinical and personal care
Complex Care - condition led care
including nursing care, end of life
and rare conditions
Rehabilitation Care - short term
support (four weeks or more)

Live-In Care

Huge	congratulations	to	Robin	for	a	well	
deserved	award	and	thank	you	for	all	
you	do	for	our	community.	



Chapel	News	for	July	and	August

It	was	lovely	to	see	so	many	of	you	at	our	60	th	Anniversary	Celebration	on	the	

2nd	June.	We	were	blessed	with	a	lovely	day	which	all	added	to	the	enjoyment.	
On	the	21	st	July	we	have	Revd.	Peter	Walker	coming	all	the	way	from	his	new	

home	in	Worcestershire	to	lead	our	Healing	Service.	It	would	be	great	if	those	of	
you	that	know	Peter	can	come	and	support	him	at	this	Service.	I	am	sure	he	and	
Diana	would	be	thrilled	to	see	you	all	again.	It	doesn’t	seem	possible	that	we	
have	already	passed	the	longest	day	and	now	each	day	will	get	a	little	shorter	
until	before	we	know	it,	we	will	be	back	in	the	winter	with	dark	nights.	As	I	was	
driving	from	Chapel	at	the	beginning	of	June	I	remarked	to	Michael	how	lush	our

countryside	is.	It	occurred	to	us	that	if	global	warming	is	going	to	give	us	the	
high	temperatures	we	are	promised,	we	could	see	our	lovely	green	fields	and	
roadsides	turn	into	burnt	up	grass	in	mid	summer,	as	one	does	when	driving	

around	the	warmer	climates	of	Europe.	I	know	when	we	had	a	holiday	home	in	
Cyprus,	we	couldn’t	help	noticing	how	everything	is	burnt	up	in	the	summer	
sunshine	from	June	until	October	when	hopefully	the	rains	come	again.	Then	
when	we	returned	home	and	flew	over	the	Sussex	coast	to	Gatwick	it	was	‘a	

sight	for	sore	eyes’	to	see	our	lovely	green	trees,	fields	and	roadsides.	We	always	
remarked	at	all	the	different	shades	of	green	and	what	a	wonderful	feeling	of	
‘home’	came	over	us	as	we	fastened	our	seat	belts	for	the	landing.	Could	we	be	
entering	the	age	of	Revelations	8	v	7	which	says;	“The	first	angel	sounded	his	

trumpet,	and	there	came	hail	and	fire	mixed	with	blood,	and	it	was	hurled	down	
upon	the	earth.	A	third	of	the	earth	was	burned	up,	a	third	of	the	trees	were	

burned	up,	and	all	the	green	grass	was	burned	up.”	Or	maybe	2	Peter	3	v	10	–	13	
“But	the	day	of	the	Lord	will	come	like	a	thief,	The	heavens	will	disappear	with	a	
roar;	the	elements	will	be	destroyed	by	fire,	and	the	earth	and	everything	in	it	
will	be	laid	bare.	Since	everything	will	be	destroyed	in	this	way,	what	kind	of	
people	ought	you	to	be?	You	ought	to	live	holy	and	godly	lives	as	you	look	

forward	to	the	day	of	God	and	speed	its	coming.	That	day	will	bring	about	the	
destruction	of	the	heavens	by	fire,	and	the	elements	will	melt	in	the	heat.	But	in	
keeping	with	His	promise	we	are	looking	forward	to	a	new	heaven	and	a	new	
earth,	the	home	of	righteousness.”	We	are	so	very	blessed	to	live	in	this	part	of	
the	world.	I	know	we	have	to	negotiate	pot	holes,	the	odd	power	cut	or	water	
shortage.	But	if	we	all	stop	to	think,	compared	with	other	parts	of	our	country	
and	the	world	as	a	whole,	we	are	very	cocooned	here,	Praise	Our	Wonderful	

Lord!	We	continue	to	run	our	Chapel	Service	live	on	Zoom	every	Sunday	evening	
and	would	love	you	to	join	us.	You	can	‘log	in’	with;	https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
4107830582?pwd=Nkd0UlpWaDBjOE1DZmdhRThOU2RLdz09&amp;omn=833


39513869	or	if	you	have	zoom	on	your	machine	Meeting	ID:	410	783	0582	
Passcode:	Fay	I	send	out	an	order	of	service	and	the	words	to	the	hymns	
each	week	and	if	you	would	like	to	receive	these,	let	me	have	your	email	

address	by	emailing	me	on	oframsden@hotmail.co.uk


Mon	12

Tue	13 8pm MI Ash	Tree	Inn	

Wed	14 7.45pm Table	Tennis Village	Hall

Thu	15 	9am	-	1pm

10.45-11.20

Art	Club

Service	at	Hazel	Lodge

Sports	Pavilion	

Hazel	Lodge

Fri	16 2-4pm Library	Cafe Village	Hall	

Sat	17 2.30pm Village	Walk Redbarn	

Sun	18 9.15am	

11am	

6.30pm

Holy	Communion	(BCP)

Morning	Prayer	(CW)

Evening	Service	

Penhurst	Church

Ashburnham	Church

Ashburnham	Chapel

Mon	19 2pm WI Sports	Pavilion	

Tue	20

Wed	21 7.45pm Table	Tennis Village	Hall	

Thu	22 9am	-	1pm Art	Club Sports	Pavilion	

Fri	23 2pm Short	Mat	Bowls	 Village	Hall

Sat	24

Sun	25 9.15am	

11am	

6.30pm

Morning	Prayer	(BCP)

Holy	Communion	(CW)

Evening	Service	

Penhurst	Church

Ashburnham	Church

Ashburnham	Chapel

Mon	26

Tue	27

Wed	28 7.45pm Table	Tennis Village	Hall	

Thu	29 9am-1pm Art	Club Sports	Pavilion	

Fri	30

Sat	31 9am-1pm The	Market Ashburnham	Place	



August	Diary	
Thu	1 10am	-	1pm	 Art	Club Sports	Pavilion	

Fri	2 10.30am-

12pm

Coffee	Stop Sports	Pavilion	

Sat	3

Sun	4 10.30am


6.30pm

United	Service	at	Penhurst	Church

No	Service	at	Ashburnham	Church	

Communion	Service	

Penhurst	Church	


Ashburnham	Chapel

Mon	5

Tue	6 7.15pm Pub	Quiz
 Ash	Tree	inn

Wed	7 7.45pm Table	Tennis Village	Hall	

Thu	8 10am-1pm Art	Club Sports	Pavilion

Fri	9 2pm Short	Mat	Bowls	 Village	Hall

Sat	10 10am-12pm Library	Cafe Village	Hall	

Sun	11 9.15am	

11am

6.30pm

Morning	Prayer	(BCP)

Holy	Communion	(CW)

Evening	Service

Penhurst	Church	

Ashburnham	Church	
Chapel	

BOOK THESE DATES IN YOUR DIARY

Panto is back!


Thursday 21st to Saturday 23rd November 

At Ashburnham Village Hall (7.30pm) 


More details in September.


Ron’s	Ramblings.


I	was	watching	an	interview	with	Patrick	Grant,	the	co-presenter	of	the	
Great	British	Sewing	Bee	and	campaigner	against	fast	fashion	waste,	
recently.	He’s	a	great	advocate	of	well	made	and	durable	clothing	that	will	
last	for	years	instead	of	cheap	and	throwaway.	It	brought	to	mind	my	
recent	sartorial	episode.	Just	before	last	Christmas	Mrs	K.	and	I	were	
invited	to	a	black	tie	function,	which	prompted	me	to	retrieve	my	monkey	
suit	from	the	depths	of	my	wardrobe.	Imagine	my	horror	when	I	
discovered	that	the	trousers	had	shrunk	since	the	last	time	I’d	worn	them.	
How	does	that	happen	?	


The	suit,	by	the	way,	was	bought	for	twenty	quid	in	a	south	London	charity	
shop.	So	imagine	my	delight	when	trying	it	on	at	home	and	finding	in	one	
of	the	pockets	was	a	ten	pound	note.	Result	!


So	that	was	it.	It	had	finally	reached	the	end	of	the	road.	The	end	of	the	
road	after	some	fifteen	years	in	my	possession	and	probably	forty	years	
since	it	was	tailored	by	Austin	Reed.	Off	it	went	to	the	Sally	Army	clothes	
recycling	bin	in	Battle.	Off,	hopefully,	to	a	new	life	perhaps	on	another	
continent.	I	can	see	it	now.	Paraded	in	front	of	admiring	young	ladies	in	
Brazzaville	in	the	Congo,	by	the	Sapeurs.	The	Sapeurs	are	the	Beau	
Brummells	of	Africa.	Dandies	who	wear	the	most	amazing	and	colourful	
clothes.	Look	them	up	on	the	internet	if	you	are	so	minded.	They	are	a	joy	
to	behold.	So	perhaps	my	suit	has	another	forty	years	ahead	of	itself	?


By	the	way.	Do	you	know	the	origins	of	the	term	Monkey	Suit		?	It	
apparently	stems	from	the	time	when	King	Edward	VII	would	entertain	his	
lady	friend,	Alice	Keppel,	at	the	Grand	Hotel	on	the	Leas	in	Folkstone.	They	
would	dine	in	the	glass	fronted	restaurant	looking	out	to	sea,	with	the	
common	people	filing	past	the	hotel	hoping	to	catch	a	glimpse	of	the	
couple.	Just	like	monkeys	in	a	zoo.		


A date for your Diary.

Ashburnham Arts.


Saturday 19th October.



July	Diary	
Mon	1

Tue	2 7.15pm Pub	Quiz Ash	Tree	Inn

Wed	3 7.45pm Table	Tennis Village	Walk

Thu	4 10am-1pm Art	Club Sports	Pavilion

Fri	5 10.30am Coffee	Stop Sports	Pavilion	

Sat	6 9am-1pm The	Market Ashburnham	Place

Sun	7 9.15am

11am

6.30pm

Morning	Prayer

Holy	Communion	

Communion	Service	

Penhurst	Church	

Ashburnham	Church

Ashburnham	Chapel	

Mon	8 7pm The	Filling	Station Ashburnham	Place

Tue	9 8pm MI Ash	Tree	Inn

Wed	10 7.45pm Table	Tennis Village	Hall

Thu	11 10am-	1pm Art	Club Sports	Pavilion	

Fri	12 2pm Short	Mat	Bowls Village	Hall	

Sat	13 9.30-11am

10-12

Running	Space

Library	Cafe

Church	Hall

Village	Hall

Sun	14 9.15am

11am

6.30pm

Morning	Prayer

Holy	Communion	

Evening	Service	

Penhurst	Church

Ashburnham	Church

Ashburnham	Chapel

Mon	15 2pm WI Sports	Pavilion

Tue	16 7.30pm Prayer	Hour Church	Hall	

Wed	17 10am-4pm


12pm

7.45pm

Open	Gardens	


Village	Lunch

Table	Tennis

Glydes	Farm	and	
Little	Midge

Village	Hall

Village	Hall

Thu	18 10am	-	1pm

10.45-11.20

Art	Club

Service	at	Hazel	Lodge	Care	Home

Sports	Pavilion

Hazel	Lodge

Fri	19 2-4pm Library	Cafe Village	Hall	

Sat	20 9.30-11am
 Running	Space

Orangery	Tea	Room	Closed	Till	


12th	August	

Church	Hall	

Sun	21	
 9.15am

11am

2.30pm

6.30pm

Holy	Communion	

Morning	Prayer

Village	Walk	

Healing	Service	

Penhurst	Church

Ashburnham	Church

Agmerhurst	Granary

Ashburnham	Chapel

Mon	22

Tue	23

Wed	24 7.30pm

7.45pm

Parish	Council	Meeting	

Table	Tennis

Sports	Pavilion	

Village	Hall

Thu	25 10am-1pm Art	Club Sports	Pavilion	

Fri	26 2pm Short	Mat	Bowls Village	Hall

Sat	27	 8.30am	

10am

1.30-5pm

Flower	Show	Tent	Opens	for	Entries

Flower	Show	Tent	Closes

Country	Fair

Sports	Field	

Sports	Field	

Sports	Field	

Sun	28	 10.30am


6.30pm

All	Age	Joint	Service	

No	Services	in	Ashburnham	or	
Penhurst	Churches

Evening	Service	

Sports	Pavilion	


Ashburnham	Chapel

Mon	29

Tue	30

Wed	31 7.45pm Table	Tennis Village	Hall	

For	up	to	date	information,	news	items	and	details	of	village	clubs,	

groups	and	events	go	to	our	Village	Website	


www.ashburnham-penhurst.net


For	Ashburnham	Church	events	and	information	go	to	
www.ashburnhamandpenhurstchurches.org.uk


Ashburnham	Chapel	Website

www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk	


http://www.ashburnhamandpenhurstchurches.org.uk
http://www.ashburnhamchapel.co.uk
http://www.ashburnham-penhurst.net

